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BOOK VI 

PROil THE ESTABLTSHJIEVT OF THl XEW CON'STITUTIOX FOR 
THE GOATIRKICEXT OP IXDIV, IK 1784, TO THL TER5I1KA- 
TIOK OF THE WAR WITH THE MAHRATTAS, IK 1805 


CHAPTER I 


Administration of Mr Macpherson — State of the Oovern- 
ment in India, internal, and external — Board of Control 
pays, without Inquiry, the Debts of the Nabob ofArcot — 
Orders the Assignment of the Carnatic Bevenues to bo given 
up — Absoi bs the Power of the Directors — Lord Cornwallis 
appointed Governor-General — Commencement of the 
Proceedings in Parliament relative to the Impeachment 
of Mr Hastings — The best mode of Proceeding rejected 
by the House of Commons — Articles of Charge against 
Mr Hastings — Three Bills to amend the East India 
Act — Proceedings in Parliament relative to the Impeach- 
ment of Mr Hastings — Impeachment voted — Proceed- 
ings in Parliament tending to the Impeachment of Sir 
Elijah Impey — Motion for Impeachment negatived — 
Mr Pitt’s Declaratory Act 


TTPON the departure of Mr Hastings from Bengal, Mi 
^ Macpherson succeeded, as senior m council, to the 
power and dignity of Chief Governor of the British estab- 
lishments m India Certain pecuharities marked the 
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MR. M^VCPHERSOIT G0VERN0R-GE^^3RAL. 
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lelief from the oppression*? uudei which tho Nahoh was BOOK. A I 
Jahounng to procuro this ^^shcd-fol relief, tho means to ciur i 

be employed i\ ere, if possible, to misc in tho breast of ; — 

tho Prime Minister a farouiablo respeet for tho Nabob , ’ 

then to lay before him tho disticss of tho Prince , Iikoinso 
to show tho adiTintago vluch would arise to tho state, 
from granting him tho proper protection ” In describing 
his first intemeu with the j\Iimstcr, tho Duko of Grafton, 
the memonahst said, “ I expatiated upon tho superior 
ments of the Nabob , showed that ho was tho person to 


whom Britain owed the ri86 of her power in India , that 
his attachment and unsulhed honour to/ tho English were 


unparalleled I then dwelt upon Ins personal merits, ns a 
statesman and a gentleman , and showed, that though ho 
had assurances of protection, under tho so\ercign hand, ho 
was treated with indignity, and c\cu tyranny” “Having 
vepresentod,” contmucs tho author, “tho Nabob’s distress, 
and the oppressions under which he laboured, m tho most 
cautious manner to his Grace, I a\ ailed myself of tho 
disputes which subsisted, or wore rather commencing, 
between his Grace, as First Lord of tho Treasury, and the 
India Directors, to enforce the propiicty of supporting the 
Nabob ” Another of tho topics which ho] says he alwa}s 
laboured was, “ that the firm support of his Highness was 
the best restraint which government had upon tho usurpa- 
tions of the servants ofm cei'tain Company ” Tho memo- 
riahst also desires tho Nabob to recollect, whether he was 
not the mventor of tho plea, by which tho Nabob claimed 
to be a party to tho treaty of Pans , that is, to lunlc 
himself with the prmces of Europe, as a member of then 
general system , and to make tho King of Franco an 
arbiter between him and the Enghsh Beside tho general 
project of relieving the Nabob fiom oppression, that is, 
from the necessity of paying his debts, and of yieldmg 
anythmg from the icvenues of the countiy tow*ards its 
defence, the memonahst claims tho merit of having exerted 
himself m favour of two other favounto designs ,of the 
Nabob , that of usm'ping the seat of tho Subah of the 
Deccan, and that of disinhentmg his elder m favour of his 
second son Beside the arguments which the memonolist 
employed upon the minister, and the pubhcations by 
which he boasts of havmg influenced the pubhc mmd, he 



4 nisTomr or nnm^n ivdm 

BOOK VL rfCQrmJ io otli<T Jnslnnnrat* cf prmu, fm. Ue cJffnl 
our c r?wftU to the miftii tr !«l thpywrre rrj^irlfO »M thru 
'■ to tb» lalnlsUy* f«TeJUT iKjt Uipt wtre pr;^rt<»l 

Hn orit offer Jrtil noilfr the nccx'*wy portlno of U > "alv* 
WAi that of a jTTr(»«i to the tUIi^n J a iotn of *eYTiit^ 
U*?V Or e ren more to be pren to the tDinUler on I -uj f t 
Iho poVUc «mer lu an 4n!f ro*t of tim cent 

A* the mem'TTi*n* 4 q thw tranorUoni tppcarr'l d »• 
tinc*Jx to hare lent or *o i hianclf to the Sah. h, ‘o tel 
to hoetltitT to theCbnif*HT 4l waa feci Jc«l m the t luncil, 
! j a nujrmlj of wne to tir«% Ihi Jfr ifarphcpioo ahouU 
be di- oUcted from the eerruT Fair of the ta mf'ers fKft 
mU ffeil with a •U'^t arr|qi<-><rnee fn the of the 

IVT-ifcleat, adJ, ttu “a man of the Inin uin;; d pniii-n 
wliich that pop^ eLotn Mr Maepbcrwa to is wr 
thiak Trry anUl to be etn|4'^t»l as a •errant of the t 01 
pane taoro ewjcdanjas we lehete >Ir Maq bers.-n I t 
been cwiccroetl In the mUi-ncs »tlfh tl e cTnilcf jart f 
the IVnrd ma le rm il e Late U It fcefi fam«l r 
a tho Nalcib* Pori tf to Uiedclricneot fth ( 

•emee afti «h>ch tiajr luTr il fiec-it n f 



Jm MACPHEKSON GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


msbos of tbo lending 2 >ortion of tho Directors, they mndo BOOK VI 
an experiment wliethor a more fa^ ourablo opinion could chap i 

not be obtained from another quarter The} consulted tho 

Solicitor-General, Wcddcrbuinc, who had sufficient i>ower 
over technical language to satisfy them comjilotely Ho 
pionounccd tho dismission of Mr iMacjiherson not a dis- 
mission , and by consequence, tbo clause of tho act, which 
regarded dismission, bad in tins case no application Mr. 
Maepherson was immediately restored In announcing, 
however, this decree to tho Governor and Council of 
hladras, tho letter of the Court of Directors has tho fol- 
lowing words “ But, as his behnMour •aas disrespectful to 
the Board, and, in other jiai ticulars, very reprehensible, 

■ue diiect that you give him a soiere reprimand, and ac- 
quaint him that a like conduct will meet with a soiercr 
liunishment” From the humiliation, howeiei, of such a 
reprimand, and such a menace, tho Court of Directors, 
who [irescnbed them, aftorded him effectual iirotection 
Though restored to his lauk and emoluments in tho sor- 
Mce, he was allowed to remain in England, till January, 

1781, w'hen ho was chosen to fill tho lugh office, vacant by 
the lesignatiou of IMr Barwell, m the Supreme Council of 
Bengal This appointment excited tho attention of tho 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, who took it 
under examination, and deemed it of sufficient importance 
to make it the subject of their third leport Tlie conduct 
of Mr Maepherson, who undertook the office of a secret 
enemy of the Company, and became tho willing and mei- 
ceuaiy mstrument of designs levelled against his country , 
the conduct of the Court of Diiectoi’s in shielding such a 
man from tho punishment awarded for his offence, nay 
distmgnishmg him, as if he had been a model of excel- 
lence, by a most unusual reward , lifting him up fiom a 
low rank in the service, and placing him aU at once in 
nearly the highest and most important office which they 
had to bestow, the Select Committee condemned in lan- 
guage of the greatest seventy The design of the Nabob 
to exempt himself from all dependence upon the Company, 
tihe Committee represented as early formed, systemati- 
cally pursued, and pregnant wath dangei He endeavoured 
to negotiate a treaty of neutrality with the French, which 
would have secured that nation at Pondicherry He 




MACPHERSON’s account of the GOVERNiMENT. 


the plea Tras foreign to the charge , for surely the nets of BOOK VI 
the Supremo Council, whether excellent or the lo^crsc, aur i 

during the time in which Jlr ^lacpherson hnd possessed a 

scat at the Board, ■were no proof that nearly twenty jears 


Before ho had not committed an act, which ought to have 


excluded him from the service 


As Mr Hastings remained in India, till the passing of 
]Mr Pitt’s hill left no longer any doubt of his recall, Mr 
Maephersou had time to rise to seniority m the Council , 
and, by virtue of his station, occupied, when left vacant, 
the Goieinor-Genciars chair* 


> Tims fdr,rclatc<; not to Jlr itacplicrbon’s ftdmlnl'OntlQn.wlitcUnlonc is the 
Icgilinintc sulijLCt of the Illston of Inilin, but to mntters of o privntc mill per- 
sonal nature, which have little or no historical importance Tlie notice Is 
borrowcil, both In lanpuajtc and spirit, from tlic Tlilnl lleport of the Select 
Committee, the whole of wlilch is most unwortlilh taken np nlth similar 
topics Admitting tliat 'fr Matpherson had, twcnt\ rears before, and nlicn 
ho owed no fualty to the Compans, adsneated tlic clHims of the Nabob of 
Arcot — admitting that he hud, wliilst >ct joung in the Companv 'g cmploy- 
TOcnt, memorialised the Nabob on the subject of the services ho lind rendered 
him, n fact not substantiated — admitting that he had been prcclpilatclv dis- 
missed and informalli restored — tliosc were circumstances that could Imvc 
been spoiled into sucli magnitnde, 03 to have been deemed worUii of special 
parliamontarv imcstlgntlon, only bi secret motiics, nlth wliicU we nro Im- 
porfectl} acquainted, but wlilch we may suspect iind their origin In some party 
virulence, provoked by tlic share wliich Jlr Mnepherson nais Knonntohnie 
taken, botli in 1709 and 1777, whilst in England, asm miter on the side of the 
Government Tliere is no doubt that the Court of Directors and the public, 
duly appreciated the cliaracter of the Heport, ns it led to no ulterior measures 
As, however, tlic pcrsoiiailtics of the Committee linvc been repeated in tlio 
tc^, it is ndiisablc to offer some corrections of tlicm by a statement of tlio 
facti Jlr Jlncphcrson went out to India, nominally, ns I’urscr of the Jlans- 
field Chinaman, commanded by his uncle, Captain Jlnclcod lie nas the son 
of the Jlcv Dr JIaepherson, of Sleat, In the Isle of Skye, and rccelicd n 
classical education, first at Aberdeen, mid nfterwards at Edmburgli, •uhcre he 
was the favourite pupil of Professor Fergusson, and became the tutor of the 
sons of the Earl of Warwick Ifo left England In JIarch, 17G7 The ship 
touched at Madras, and Mr Maephersou, having been introduced to tlie Nabob 
of Arcot, speedily acquired so mucU consideration with him, tliat he engaged 
the young man to return to England as his agent, with letters addressed to 
the Jlinlster With these he arrived m November, In 17GS, and presented his 
despatches to Uic Duke of Grafton Waiatevcr may be tlic truth of tlie asser- 
tions In the memorial, that bribes were offered to the Jlinlster and his Secre- 
tary, it is very certain that notliing In Mr Maepherson's conduct was oCfensIvo 
to cither, ns it was solely by tlio Duke’s Interest, that a writership was 
obtained for him Mr JIaepherson remained in l-nglnnd till the hogmning of 
1770 he then sailed to JIndras, with an appointment in the service, to vvhlch, 
therefore he was not “ admitted hy Mr Dupre' In 1774, ho was paymaster 
to tlie army in 1776, lie was dismissed We Imve seen the violence of tlio 
disputes which enlisted the whole of the JIadras community as partisan!!, 
either of the Governor or the Nabob Mr JIaepherson had no donlit been 
flattered by the notice and confidence of the latter, lie felt grateful to him ns 
indirectly the cause of his success in life, and ho entertained to the lost a 
strong impression of the validity of the Nabob’s pretensions to regal indepen- 
dence aud power, and of liis being treated with indignity and injustice His 
expression of these sentiments was no doubt the real cause of Lord Pigot’s 
animosity , and of his remoVal from the service Jlr Mnepherson return^ to 
England in 1777, and was again the bearer of communications from the Nabob 
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liCOS AI Tie c/ tb-j rcrroac* tic •fTAtn of OaJe aaJ tb 
f»ur 1 procTftiifi'i of *sndU, tb« gmt 3(abnttA chi f occrrpttJ 
■' ■ Cnt the atlenttcn Ite t.rw •>lmjDi« nticf^ 

* The elite in wLI h JXr JlA<^fr*'Ti rrcriifd llx* pJTcm* 

EMut, he rffTTeenU u fir fn?tB tin t ar«l f Iti 

ft iLiteinml, I'eann; «1» « the 4lh ct March, 1 tJ, The 

f«hljc liuirca^** h» ftiji* wta r etcr *•> j jT^ui ft. In ILj 

moment Tie* »ex%jn of the heiry ctHccU rj w peer 
the Jrtni9«Ia pf 3tajtn-^ ftod J^^Tul^Tftrr ci prr^ nr 
anti our ermn to the anuT ftre nj w»ni« tf Cfijr Lrf " 
TotLeCoortrf Oirrrtorv *1100 rcoJ nn.» an *i‘co«ibt 
Ln jrjTrmment Ofcn the intirntti n of bn rc-oJI Le 
rrj'rr^nla lunwlf ft.'* henn^ l-em ndlol open •! )«^t * 
iLfir (rjTcmnr-GeDeral, at a of i^ojlnr J Ccoil 

»l ntiec^>^r • n. war ac I th rcaioj Lif ii« « f 
their vrTjCe Ki-I left aj iLcir arnii'"* in anrir aivl Ihrir 
f real leccir» tn d.» -r r** The V '•p Un '■u m fcL J 



KELATIONS WITH OUDE AND THE MOGUL. 


the ludiau Go^ cruors indulge, makes it impossible to BOOK ^ I 
know "icr} cxactl} what Mr Macjiherson indicated, by the eiivr i 

term “relaxed habits” of the scnicc , undoubtedly, how- — ;;; 

evei, he meant bad go^e^lment , since he desciibed them 
as among the causes of some of the worst eficcts, — aimies 
all in arrear, and presidencies all in disorder 
The Go^e^lor-General and Council stood jilcdgcd to 
Mr Hastings for the maintenance of his new sj stem for 
the management of Oude To reduce, howeici, the di-aiii 
upon the Nabob’s treasury-, produced b^ allowances and 
gratuities to the Company’s sen ants, a nilo was intio- 
duced, that eierj thing of this uatuio should aiipeai upon 
the face of his accounts, should be lecoided by the Coun- 
cil, and transmitted foi the inspection of the Court of 
Diiectors A body of troops had been assigned b} the 
Nabob to Mi Hastings, as a bod} guard, duimg his icsi- 
dence in Oude , and to these troops had been appointed 
British officem at the Nabob’s expense This, too, was a 
burden upon the Nabob which the Governor-General 
deemed it impioper any longer to impose The expense, 
however, of Majoi Palmer, the prnato agent of Mr Hast- 
ings, left at the seat of the Nabob when the ostensible 
resident was withdrawn, he was mduced, “fiom motues 
(he says) of delicacy to the late Governor-General, and his 
airangemonts in the ujiper proiinces,” not immediately 
to remove, though the exiiense was enoimous* and the 
agent employed foi no othei function, than to transmit to 
the Presidency the letteis of the Yi/ir, and iiiesent those 
addressed to him by the Goiernor-General The Putt} - 
gm detachment, fiom the changes which had taken place 
on the frontiers of Oude, it was also, for the present, 
deemed unsafe to wnthdraw But the Governor-General 
declared his resolution of confining the mihtaiy burden 


iniirrear, the credit of the Conipnn\ -nos cxtrcmclj depressed, and, added to 
all, the tvhole sjstem had fallen into such irrcgularitj and confusion, that the 
real state of affairs could not be uscerlatned till the eonclusion of the j car 
1785-G ’ Such is the state hi tvhich India uas left bj the administration of 
3Ir Uastings — II 

Such tvere the ineWtablc consqucnces of the mlnons irars engaged in b> the 
rrcsidendes of Bombay and iladras That the mischief it as not Incurable, a as 
the merit of Hastings administration — W 

1 In all, 112,9501 , of ivhich 22,8001 aas In salary to llajor Palmer alone 
The expense of the residencj , under 3Ir Brlstotv, ahich Mr Hastings had 
represented ns frightfully enormous, amounted to 04, 2021 See Burkes 
Charges, Ho 10, sect 89 



10 HISTOBT OF DRITISn rOlIA 

BOOK TL BtroDg ^TDonds beEerf^ that thej" irceired cocociagrairat 
cnir k fmn Siadia to the attempL That aabltlooa chief pro* 
" — cceded in hia pUni with ao moch eipodlUoa, that, befcrro 
1 the end of llijdi, ho was matter of Agm ; and the fort of 
ABj Ghur which conld not long be defended, remained, 
in that pari of India, the onlj place of etnngth, bejond 
the confines of the Vizir whioh was not in hit power Ho 
afforded rroicelkm to Chcjlo Sin^ and gnro him a com 
mand in hia arm/ Ho bad alreadj treated the Vlrir with 
ao little dellcac}' that nothing bnt the proa pectof effectual 
resiatance, as Mi^r PUmer and ifr Anderson united In 
ropreaentlng, could bo eipected to rtatraln him within 
the bounds of juttice.' IVhat was more, he compelled tho 
Emperor to dedaro turn \Tcegeronl to the Slognl empirr 
an aothoritr which tuperaeded that of the Vizir and con 
aoUdated in the hands of the Mahnttaa all tbe legal 
•oTcreignty of India. These adrantagea be failed not to 
direct immediatelT against the Company themaelres onJ 
incited tbe Mogul to moke a demand of the tribute due to 
him from tbe EogHah. On the charge howmr of haring 
eonnired with tbe deaigoa of Hindis, Mr Hastings hxs the 
following srords “I dedare that I entered into no nego- 
tratlona with Sfatlujeo Slndia for dcUrerlng the Slognl Into 
the bands of the Sfahrattaa tot 1 mart hare been a tua^l 
man Indeed, If I had inrolred tbe Oompon/ In a war with 
the Mahrattos, bcctvuae the Sfogul, aa hla last resonrcf 
had thrown iumaelf onder the protection of Mailajre 
SImlia." The (pieation 1% whetber be did not ttw>re 
rordj prepero a war with tbe ilahrottaa, bj allowing 
Slndia to feed hia pwuiopUan anti his jmrer with all the 
rcsourcea an! prrtenalotn of the Imperial throne. 

The power of 8 ndia orer the Mogul famiij was cot 
complete ao long at tbe eldeet m of the Ijnperor re- 
malnoloutof bis hands. Towinla the end of March a 
negt Uallon was opened with him 1 j Siudia, of which the 
ol[rct wTLs bis return to Delhi. The comlltions f>Cfrr>l 
■were extrerad/ f roitrable “ThL connnccil me** ra, I 
JlijOT Palmer “Iher wrrt* In IJiotisj and 1 
recommended tljt the Prince »bouU trot tnnt tojre>- 

I rttrvtt froei rip>T»a* K ♦ rf a i »*»». 

I Autct ( tr>« SiTTtrr^i'v. ticttmUi, aial 
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mises , as, without security for their performance, ho BOOK VI. 
would expose his dignity, his succession, and even his life, ciur i 
to the greatest hazard ’ Jlajor P.ilracr continues, “I con- — — — 
sider the interests of the Company, and the Vizir, ns 
deeply mvolvcd in the fate of the Pnnee Whilst ho con- 
tinues under the protection of the Yizir and the Company, 
the usurpation of the JEahrattas must bo incomplete , 
hut, if he should fall under their imwer, it "Will bo per- 
petuated, and the consequences of their being permanently 
established in the authority of the empire, ivould bo truly 
alarmmg to the peace of the Vizir’s, and the Company’s 
dominions” The Major added, “It will not only be im- 
practicable to withdraw the Putty Ghur detachment, in 
the event of Sindia’s obtamiiig a firm footing in the 
Dooab, which is his aim, and a Inch ho has nearly accom- 
plished, but it Will also bo necessary foi the Vizir to 
mamtain n respectable body of cavaliy to act v ith the 
Company’s infantry for the protection of his dominions 
And his Excellency is so seriously alannod at the 
growing power of the ilahrattas in his neighbourhood, 
that I am convinced ho ivill readily adopt any practi- 
cable plan for securing himself against the consequences 
of it ” ' 

The Board of Control, at the head of which was placed 
Mr Henry Dundas, had not been long m the exercise of 
its functions, when it manifested piotty clearly the ends 
which it was calculated to promote 

So strong a conviction was impiessed upon Englishmen, 
in general, of the enl resulting from the magnitude of the 
debts due to British subjects by the Nabob of the Car- 
natic , of the fraudulent methods by which they had been 

• Letters from the Agent in Onile, dated Lneknow, 1st Apnl, 1785, Extracts 
from Papers, nt BUjira — JI 

The vicissitudes of the different parties disputing for tlio last fragments of 
the lloml empire, wore so sudden and incessant, tiiat tlic) baffled tho keenest 
political foresight Sindla, aaev holding the pouer of prime minister for tivo 
jyars, was expelled from his offlee b) a new combination of the Mogul chiefs 
His army vras defeated, and he himself obliged -to lij to ids o\m dominions 
He was succeeded b) various nobles, amongst wliom ■was tho infamous Gliolam 
Kadlr, by whom Sliali Alem was deposed and blinded This outrage brought 
Sludin again to Delhi , but the consolidated power of the British rendered him 
less formidable than lie iiad been Tlic Prince Jnwan Bukht, after several 
vain attempts to engage Nawab Viiir and the Britisli Government to aid him, 
and after one unsuccessful effort. In 1787, to re establish lilmself at Dellii by 
force of farms, returned to Dellii, and died suddenlj in 1788 FrancUin’s 
Shah Aulum, 159 — Vf 

YOL V 
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UTSTORr OF BRITISn IKDIA 


DQOR YX. coiiiract<d and of the muohieroas porpoito* vhich the 
cTur 1 . Nabob poiaucd, by ackDOwledglog d*bl*, ^bete nothing 
■ ■ had been recelred, and nothing bat a dangwni co-opera 

1 ^ tioD W03 expected in return that, In erery one of tho 
Bchcmea which tho late refonnera had proposed for the 
goTcmment of Indo, a iworiiion had been headed, for an 
a4Jnatment of those enormooi and auaplaoca contracts 
In Mr Dundaa a bill it waa proposed, that the GoTemor 
General and Oooncil "aheuVl take into conahlemtion the 
present atate of the ailaira of the Nabob of Arcot, and 
inquire Into and ascertain, the origin, nature and amount 
of hli Just debts,* and take the moet speedy and cOVetoal 
nieniturea for dischargtog them. A proruion to the same 
eiTect, and couched rery oeariy in the aelf*aame words, waa 
coQtained in Mr Fox a biU and to prerent the recurrence 
of a like eni la future it was dcclaml unlawful for anr 
acrrant, eiril or military of the Company to bo engaged 
Iq the bofTowiDg or leodjtrg of anymoncy orln any money 
Irumction whaUoerer with any protected oroUiernatire 
pnooe.* The clause in Mr Pitta act was in the followiog 
ironli — Whereas rery large auma of money are claimed 
to bo doe to British aobjects by the Vabob of Arcot, 
bo it enacted, That the Court of Directora ahaH, as aoon 
as may be take Into comldrration, the origin andjuatioe 
of tho aakl demands | and that they fihalJ pro such ordrra 
to their rresldendes and aerraiita abrooil for completing 
the inrestlgatloa thereof as the nature of the case aUall 
nwjairo } aM for e^UblUbing in coflcrrt with the Nabob, 
such fun'll for the dbcharge of thoM debts which shall 
a|>pear to Is Ju Uy due as sLaU ap|>ear conjistent with tho 
n hla of the Company thoserunly of the creditons and 
the honour ami di'mltr of the an { Naltob.” 

Tho UitTctors, from the words of thU enactment, o'o 
^uJ«n 1, as anybody would cooelttde that this jnqalry re- 
epeclin these alleged debts, was a tru I, eipre^y and 
fxclu irclr desxdrfsl npoo them and that an in julry 
Into •‘the oririn and Justice of the sai I lemamls " Implir.! 
(what sras alwnlotely n^eresary to the eft<l which seemed 
to 1« pn po'<^l, tJ»e aepnatiotj of the fslse fnrta the true) 
that acTutiny sh<wiM lie made Into each {artlculir rase 
They I'focredeJ to the folfilra nt of the cUigatirtT wKi h 
this nuctmenl •'^med to lar uj-^o them j drew up a »rt 
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of instructions for their Presidencies nnd sor\ nnts abroad , BOOK VI 
and transmitted them for approbation to the Board of ctiap i 
Control 

They ivorc not a little stir]:irised to find the Boaid of 
Control take the uhole business out of their hands The 
Boaid of Control thought jiropcr to di\idc the debts of 
the Xabob into three classes , 1 A class consolidated, as 
it 1 V. 1 S called, m the jear 1707, constituting what it called 
the loan of 17G7, 2 A class contracted for paying the 
arrears of certain cavalry discharged in 1777, which it 
called the ca\ airy loan, 3 Aiiothci class, which it called 
the consolidated debt of 1777 ‘ ^Vnd it ordered, that all 
these three classes should be discharged, without any 
inquiry 

As it was only by degrees that funds for that discharge 
could anso , and tweh o lacs annually wore set apai b for 
that purpose, the follownugordcr was prescribed — That the 
debt consoUdated in 17G7 be made up to the end of the year 
1784, with the current interest at ten per cent , the cavalry 
loan made up = to the same period wuth the current in- 
terest at twelve per cent , the debt consolidated in 1777 
made up to the same ponod wnith the current interest at 
tw'elve per cent to November, 1781, and fiom thence with 
the current interest at sis per cent that the annual 
twelve lacs should be apphed , 1 To the growing interest 
on the cavalry loan at twelve per cent , 2 To the growing 
interest on the debt of 1777 at sii. per cent , 3 Of the 
remamder, one-half to the payment of the growing interest 
and hqmdation of the pnncipal of the loan of 17G7, the 
other half to the hquidation of the debt which the Nabob, 
beside his debt to individuals, owed to the Company 
that when the loan of 17G7 should thus be discharged, the 
•twelve lacs should be apphed , 1 To the growing interest 
of the loan of 1777 , 2 Of the remainder, one-half to pay 
the interest and hqmdate the principal of the cavalry loan, 
the other half to the hqmdation of the debt to the Com- 
pany that when the cavalry loan should thus be dis- 


> This classification seems to have hecn adopted from a pamplilet entitled 
■“ A clear and candid exposition of tho origin, progress, and state of fhe several 
loans made to Mohammed All} Khan, from 17fi0 to 1777 ” — W 
- “ Made up," means augmented hy the addition of interest due 
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dation of tliosc arrears , of winch sc\ cn lacs the arrangc- 
mentjyou ha%o been pleased to lay do\vn would take away 
from us moi'c than tho half and gi\o it to prn ate credi- 
tors, of whose demands there are only about a sixth pait 
which do not stand in a predicament that j ou dcclai e w ould 
not entitle them to any lud or protection from us m the 
aecovery thereof, wore it not upon grounds of expediency 
Until our debt shall bo discharged, wo can b} no means 
consent to give up anj part of the sei en lacs to the iim ato 
creditors ” * 

The correspondence upon this subject between the 
Court of Directois and tho Boird of Conti ol passed dunng 
tlio months of October and Noicmbci in the } ear 1784 
Tho Board of Conti ol persisted m the plan which it had 
originally adopted And ou the 28th of Febiuary, 178C, it 
was moved by Hr Fox, in the House of Commons, that 
the directions which had in consequence been transmitted 
to India, should bo laid bcfoie tho House A xohement 
debate ensued, m which Hr Burke delivered that cele- 
brated speech, which ho aftciwards pubhshed, under the 
title of “Mr Buiko’s Speech ou the Motion made for 
Papeis relative to the Diiections for charging tho Nabob 
of Arcot’s Private Debts to Eurojicans on tho Eoveuues of 
tho Carnatic ” LIi Dundas defended tho Board of 
Control by showing that, W'hatovei might bO the 
natural and obvious meaning of the words of tho legis- 
lature commanding inquiry, and committing that inquiry 
to the Court of Directors , it was yet veiy possible foi the 
strong pai ty to torture them into a meanmg, which enabled 
the strong party to do what it pleased by asserting that 
the Directors had sufficient materials in the India House 
for deciding upon all three classes of debts , though tho 
opinion of the Directors themselves was precisely the 
reveise by observing, that, if any improper claim under 
any of the three classes was preferred, it w'as open to tho 
Nabob, to the Company, and to the other creditors, to 
object The only object, ’which, as far as can bo gathered 
from the report of his speech, lie held forth as about to be 
gained, by supersedmg that inqmry, which all men, but 
himself and his majority in parhament, would have con- 

1 Beside the Parliamentary Papers, these documents are fjnnd in the Ap- 
pendix to Bnrke’s speech on the Nabob of Arcot s Debts 
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country For ]icr,lic did not disdain to stoop to the trade BOOK VI. 
of a ^vholesalo upholsterer for this house, to furnish it, not ciur i 

•with the faded tapcstiy figures of antiquated incut, *811011 

as decorate, and niaj rciiroach, some othci houses, hut 
with real solid, living patterns of tnio modei-n virtue Paul 
Benfield made (reckoning liirusclf) no fcwoi than eight 
membei-s in the last iiarhamcnt AVhat coinous streams 
of inire blood must lie not hai c transfused into the ^ cins 
of iJic present ' ” 

But the occasions of Mr Benheld had called him to 
India “It was, thcrcfoic,” continues i\Ii Burke, “not 
possible for the minister to consult personally uith this 
great man "What then "a as he to do ? Tlirough a saga- 
city that never failed him in these pursuits, he found out 
in Mr Benficld’s representative his exact resemblance A 
specific attraction, by which ho gravitates towaids all such 
characters, soon brought our minister into a close con- 
nexion with I^Ir Benfield's agent and attorney , that is, 
with the grand contractor (whom I name to honour) JIi 
Bichard Atkinson , a name that will bo veil remembered 
as long as the records of this house, ns long as the records 
of the British treasury , as long as the monumental debt of 
England, shall endure ' This gentleman. Sir, acts ns attor- 
ney for Mr Paul Benfield Every one who hears me is 
well acquainted •with the sacred friendship and the mutual 
attachment that subsist between him and the present 
mimster As many members as chose to attend in the 
first session of this parliament can best tell their own 
feehngs at the scenes which were then acted ” After re- 
presenting this Atkinson, as the man whoso will directed 
in framing the articles of Mr Pitt’s East India Bill, Mr 
Burke proceeds “ But it was necessaiy to authenticate 
the coalition between the men of Intngue in India, and 
the numster of Intngue in England, by a studied display 
of the power of this their connecting link Eveiy trust, 
every honour, every distinction was to be heaped upon 
him He was at once made a Director of the India Com- 
pany , made an Alderman of London , and •to be made, if 
mmistiy could prevail (and I am sorry to say how near, 
how very near they were to prevailing), representative of 
the capital of this kingdom, But to secure his services 
against all nsk, he was brought in for a mmistenal 
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mentioned for Mr Beuficld will form a caintal of 692,000/^ BOOK VI 
at SIS iier cent interest Beuficld has thus iccei\ed, by cnAr i 

the ministerial gi-ant before }ou, an aimuitj of 35,520/ a- ^ — 

y car, charged on the public rc\ ciiuc ” ' ^ ' 

After B 0 %eral other remarks ou the proceedings of Ben- 
field, ho thus sums up “I have laid before you, j\lr 
Speaker, I think with suflicieut clearness, the connexion of 
ministers with Mi Atkmson at the general election , I 
ha\ 0 laid open to y ou the comioxion of Atkmson with 
Benfield, 1 haAC sho\\Ti Beufiold’s employment of his 
wealth m cixiating a parhamentary interest to piocuro a 
ministerial protection , I have set before y our ey es his 
laige concern m the debt, his practices to hide that con- 
cern from the public eye , and the liberal piotoctiou which 
he has received from the nnuister if this cham of cii- 
cumstances do not lead you necessarily to conclude that 
the mimster has paid to the asaiico of Beuficld the ser- 
vices done by Beuficld’s couucMon to his ambition, I do not 
laiow any tlimg short of the confession of the pai ty’ that 
can peisuade you of his guilt Clandestme and coUusivo 
practice cau only be traced by combination and comparison 
of ciicumstanccs To i eject such combination and com- 
parison IS to reject the only means of detecting fraud , it 
IS, indeed, to gl^ e it a patent, and free license, to cheat 
with imiimuty I confine myself to the connexion of 
ministers mediately or immediately with only' two poisons 
concerned m this debt How many otheis, w ho sujiport 
their power and gieatncss within and without doom, aio 
concerned oiiginally', oi by transfers of these debts, must 
be left to general ojnmon I icfer to the Beiiorts of the 
Select Committee for the proceedings of some of the 
agents m these aflairs, and then attempts, at least, to fur- 

' Mr nume applied to the Directors in 181-1, for information relative to tlie 
mono) i\hlcU had been paid by tlie Compan>, under this decision of the Hoard 
of Control, alsoforacop) of instructions which tlie Directors proposed to 
send out to the Presidency, for separating the true from the fraudulent debts, 
and which instructions the Board of Control superseded In botli instances, 
the application was unsuccessful , and Mr Hume from tlio best Information 
he could obtain, places the amount at nearl) 6,00u,000/ “ Tlicse claims,” he 

sa) 3, “for what was called the consolidated debt of 1777, ‘of which tlie Di- 
rectors had never heard until 177G, and had never been able to obtain any 
satlsfoctor) information,’ amounted, wltli high interest made up to the end of 
1784, to the sum of 64,93,600 pagodas, or 2,199 400/ , and, agreeabl) to the 
orders of the Board of Control, sent out at that and subsequent periods, the 
total had been paid in 1804, avitlx nearl) twenty ) ears’ interest, amountlug in 
the whole to uear five millions sterling ” Speech, ut supra, p 22 
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not tlicro to object and the servants of the Company r.OOlC VI 
■were the creditois themselves cirAr j 

It was not thus decided, bj the parties on whom tho • 
power of decision depended, when the commissioners foi 1'^*’ 
adjudication on tho debts of the Nabob were appointed 
in 1S05 It was not accounted wisdom, then, to ajipiovc 
of all m tho lump, and onlj allow tho power of objection. 

It was thouglit necessary to inquire , and to perform adju- 
dication, after inquiij, upon each particular case The 
consequence is, as abov c disclosed, that one part in twentv, 
in a mass of claims exceeding twontj millions sterling, is 
aU that IS honest and tiuc 

In thib imputed collusion between tho ministry and the 
creditors of the Nabob, it was not insimiatcd that tho 
mmistors had taken money for the fa\ oui w Inch thej had 
shown Upon this Mr Buiko makes a remark, which is 
of tho \ crj highest importance “ I know that the mims- 
ters,” saj s he, “ wall think it little less than acquittal, that 
they are not charged wnth having taicen to themselves 
some part of tho money of which they Imv e made so liberal 
a donation to their partisans If I am to speak my pii- 
vate sentiments, I think, that in a thousand cases for one, 
it would be fai less mischievous to tho public (and full as 
little dishonourable to themselv es), to bo polluted vv ith 
direct bribery, than thus to become a standiiig auxiharj 
to the oppression, usury, and peculation of multitudes, in 
Older to obtain a corrupt support to their power It is by 
bribing , not so often by being bribed , that wicked poli- 
ticians bring rum on mankind Avanco is a rival to the 
pursmts of many , it finds a multitude of checks and many 
opposers m every w'alk of life But tho objects of ambi- 
tion are for the few and every person who aims at indirect 
profit, and therefore wants other protection than inno- 
cence and law , instead of its rival becomes its instru- 
ment , there is a natural allegiance and fealty due to this 
dommeenng paramount evil fiom all the vassal vices, 
which acknowledge its supenority, and readily militate 
under its banners , and it is undei that disciphne alone, 
that avarice is able to spread to any considerable extent, 
or to render itself a general pubbe mischief It is, there- 
fore, no apology for ministers, that they have not been 
bought by the East India delinquents , that they hav e 
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DOOK^ it only formed »o tllixDce with then, for acreenlng efioh 
CHAT L otb« from joitlodv eooordlng to the oiigooM of their 
■ eereal iteoeMitiQi. Thet they hare done eo ii erident 

«Tid the j nrwf tjftn of the power of office in England, with 
the aboee of authority m the Eait, h« not only prevented 
even the appearance of redren to the grievanoeB of Jndte , 
hut I with It may not be found to hare dolled, if not ei 
tinguiihed, the honour the caodotir the generoatty the 
gQod>iiatare, which need formeriy to ohaimflteriae the pec^- 
pie of Kr>gl^l- 

In October 17S4, the Direoton appointed Mr Holland, 
an old eerrant, on the Uadrea eetahliahment, to ancce e d 
erentually to the goremment of Port St. George, upon the 
rcaigoatlon, death or remoral of Lonl Uacartney Ch 
B oard of Oontrol dlaapprore the ohedee not aa wrong in 
itael^ but open to plausible miereprenentatian Ihe 
Direotora not only peraiet in tharr apporntmeoit, but pro- 
ceed ao far aa to eay that the BoMd are int^enng in 
matter* to which their oontrol profesaedly do«* not 
extend. The oondooi of the Board of Oontrol Is ohirao- 
tenatia Xf the reaaoaa, my they " whioh we hare 
adduced do not aatiafy the Ooort of Direoton, we hare 
certainly no right to oontrol their opiniaa.'' Hr HoBand, 
howerer ia informed, that the moment he arrivea in India, 
he will be re-oallsd. Thk terminatea the dispute and 
Ssr Archibald Oampbell, a friend of Hr Dundas, la oomi 
nated in hit stead, 

Acoordiog to the very force of the term, the operabon 
of oontrol ia suhaeqoent, not prroedent Before you can 

control, there must be *00161111^ to be oontrohed. Some- 
thing to bo coutrollod moat be something either done or 
pTDpoaed. The aabaequent part of tranaaotlooa by no 
moans ntiefiad the now organ of goTemment tog the East 
Imliea, the Board of Oontrtd. Without an interval of 
rcaerro, the Board took upon ftaelf to onginate »lmr^t 
every measure of Importance. 

Inlhnataly ooonected with its prooeodlngs rektlTe to 
the debts of the Habob of the C*inatiQ,wa* the reaoluUon 
formed by the Board of Control with respect to the 
rerenoea. The asaignment had been adopted by the 
fformunart of Madras, end approved by the Court of 
Director*, upoa the matareat expenenoe u the only 
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means of obtaining either the largo balances which woro BOOK IV. 
duo to the Company, or of provcuting tlmt dissipation of chat t 
the revonuc, and irapovenshracnt of the country by mis- — — 
rule, which rendered its resources unavailable to its 
defence, invoh cd the Company m pecuniary distioss, and 
exposed them continually to dangers of the greatest mng- 
mtude 

The same parties, honeicr, whose interests wore con- 
cerned in the affair of the debts, had an interest-, no less 
decisive, in the restoration to the Nabob of the collection 
and disbursement of the rci enues , from which so many 
showers of emolument fell upon those who had the vices 
requisite for standing under them The same influence 
which was ofibctual for the pajunent of the debts nas 
effectual also for the restoration of the rciomics The 
Board of Control decreed that the ro\ enues should be re- 
stored , for the purpose, the Board declared, of giiang to 
all the powers of India, n strong proof of the national 
faith 

The order for the restitution of the assignment, and the 
notification of the appomtmont of a successor, were re- 
ceived by Lord ^Macartney at the same time The appoint- 
ment of a successor ho had solicited The overthrow of 
his favourite measure, fiom a full knowledge of the in- 
terests which were united, and at work, lie was led to 
expect “ Well appnzed,” ho said, of the Nabob’s exten- 
sive influence, and of the abihty, industiy, and vigilance 
of his agents, and obsernng a concurrence of many otliei 
circumstances, I was not without apprehensions, that, 
before the government of Madras could have timely notice 
of the tram, the assignment might be blown up at home , 
the sudden shock of which, I knew, must almost instantly 
overthrow the Company in the Carnatic I, therefore, 
employed myself most assiduously, in making preparations, 
to mitigate the mischief , and by degrees collected and 
stored up all the money that it was possible to reserve 
with safety from other services and demands , so that 
when the explosion burst upon us, I had provided an un- 
expected mass, of httle less than thiiteen lacs of i-upees, 
to resist its first violence 

' Letter from Lord Jlacartney to the Committee of Sccrecv of the Court of 
Directors, dated Calcutta, 27th July, 1786 How much Lord llacartney aud 
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In cjonformitj with Hii deol»«d dsto murm t i oii, not to 
be acoenvT' to a m^aora wfaioh he Mgarded u teeming 
with mledueli or a whae* to the tnomph of tioae whoao 
cupidity be had reatralDod, Lord ilacartnoy chose not to 
bold any longor the relna of gorominont. Bat one attempt 
he thought proper to mate winch was, to retam to Eng- 
land by way of Bengal and endearottr to convey to the 
Sopncne Board ao oorrect a notion of the erila to which 
the recent inetrootlone from home were likely to grvo 
birth, aa might induce them to driaythe eiecation of 
thoee ordaia, or tst least exert themselvee to prevent as fcr 
tbeer pemidooa ed'eota. In lees than a week, 
after receiTing the deepetohes frrm England, he embarked, 
and arrived aberut the middle of June at Oalcutta. The 
Oovemor-^laneraland Oonooil were too ocoiaoious of their 
own precarious and dependent ■7taaticiD,to risk the appear 
anoeof dieobedienoetoan order regarding what they might 
suppoaeafsTOorito eohemeof the Board of Control Lord 
^laoartoey thereferre, was dlMppointed in be expeotabac, 
of obtalnfug through them, a d^y of the emherramnente 
whioh the earrender of the rerenoes would prodooe. He 
bad indulged, howsrer another hope. If the reaouroei of 
the Camatlo were matched from the neoemtlee of the 
kladrts goremmeot, he beUered that the want might bo 

aappUed by the Buipins rerenues of Bengal * I had long 
beforo, ho eaya, in a lettor to the Be<^ Cominlttee of 
IHreotcri, b^ ao muchenlireaied (and your Hnnoarable 
House waa, DO doubt, enlivened also) by the hspiT^ proepects 


tdi OMrvfl ttrteS vU Ur Dvia. nMtbf tSe »lik* tn tn them 

tmt-ettaM ■«! da niddBrfT *ll fanW tna tS* fcOcrvtv 

toS* Tba Swvr tl Osnh caS U 

^itf I Brtal otaA dU mt «tircw t* tOact diai t» tMh •Own bet m 
MiMtbeo»e«t> of tUk Tvm Ca aai, tSTnlSa 
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held out m the late Go^ ernor-Gcnenirs letter to jou of pooK D 
the IGth of Decemhor, 17 S 3 , published in so\oial news- ciiAr x 

jiapors, both foreign and domestic, that I flattered 1113 self 

with hopes of finding such resources in Leugal alone, ns l/Sfi 
might relieio any cxigonc} or distress in the rest of India, 
lesulting from a loss of the assignment, or fiom other 
misfortunes , but in the range of 1113 inquiries, no distinct 
traces were to be disco\crcdof these prognosticated funds 
I had, it seems, formed a Msionary estimate , the reality 
chsappeaied like a phantom on tho approach of cxiieri- 
ment, and I looked hero for it in lain The goieiimient 
declared thcmsches strangers to !Mr Hastings’s lettci, and 
indicated not a few sjrmptoms of their own necessities” • 

The3’, accordingl3, assured Ijord Mncartne3, “that tho 
ediausted state of tho finances of tho Bengal goicinmont 
would not adnut of any oxtraordinaiy and continued aid 
to Fort St Qeorgo expressing at tho same time thou 
desire to contribute what assistanco was m their iiowcr to 
relieve tho distiess, which tho loss of tho ro\cmic 3 , they 
acknowdedged, must produce ’ 

A dangeious illness prolonged the stay of Lord Mac- 
artney at Calcutta, and pronous to his departure, ho 
received a despatch from the Court of Diiectors, in which 
was announced to him his appointment to bo Goi enior- 
General of Bengal Aftoi his icmo^al fiom the Govern- 
ment, after the subversion of his faiourito plans at 
Madras , an appomtment, almost immediate, and w ithout 
sohcitation, to the highest station in tho government of 
India, IS not the clearest proof of systematic plans and 
correspondent execution The motives, at tho same time, 
appear to have been more than usually honourable and 
pme Though Lord Macartney, from the praises which 
2 tlr Fox and his party had bestowed upon him in Paiha- 
ment, might have been suspected of views m confoimity 
with theirs , though he had no connexion with the existing 
administration which could rendei it personally desirable 
to promote him , though the Board of Conti ol had even 
entered upon the examination of the differences between 

' Letter to the Secret Committee, 27th Jalj, 1786 

- Barrow s Life of Lord Macartne>, 1 282 

3 The condnet of Lord Macartney in this important bnslnesi, is displayed in 
nseries of ofidcial documents, entitled ‘Papers relating to tho affairs of tho 
Carnatic,” vol il , printed by order of the House of Commons in 1803 
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BOOK Th hlmtndllr Hutingt, with mindi tmlcroamtil j dkpcwed, 
nur L til* «TTTnm*ti f» im pi 'iwed the mind of Mr DWies with 
I — - io etrimg tn idee of the merita ofT that LartTi adminictiw- 
1 “®*. that he ntdnoed Mr Pitt to oonoor with hliq m 

rBoommeDdlng Lord Macartney to the Coart of DfawotoHy 
ig, in tppointlag bhn GoraiDor-Geiieral of Bengal 
Ihe gratiAcsilcrti offend, to thoM power fu l p—^one, the 
ohjecta of which an wealth and power bad not eo great an 
caoendanoy orer the mind, of Lord Macartney aa to render 
Wm inae^ble to other ooniiderBtiocia. Hie health re- 
quired a aeaeon of repoae, and the ealntary mfluenoe of 
hla nabre Ihe atate of the goremment in India 

was anoh ta to demand refoima rafonni^ withoot which 
the admimatntum could not Indeed be noccaaful but 
which he waa not Bare of obialidog power to effect. Ihe 
znemben of the Bengal admlnintratioc had been leagued 
with Mr HaatmgB In oppoeing and nnderrtlmng his go- 
f enun ent at Madras acid peouhar ob}eotlana applied to 
any thoaght of ocKiperotlcin with the peraon who was left 
by Mr Hastlcigs at its head. He ree^red, therefore, to 
decline the appoiittmeoi at least for a nrainn, till a Tint 
to England should enable him to determine, by oonference 
with mlnlsten and dgeo Uir s, the arrasgemenU which he 
might hare It m hie power to effect. 

He errlTed in England cm the Oth of Jazruary 17B6, end 
on the 19ib had a conference with the yvt 

deputy-chairman, cf the Court of Directors, lie r^ 
lations oc which he insisted, aa of peonLar neoeMuty for 
the more euooaaaful goremment of Tnai>^ ^rere twa Hie 
entiTB depandenoo of the military on the mnl power he 

repraeented, asMtontyiwoammanded by themoat otrnouB 


fa Sretirti*!. it cate ct TCfaDM -rtk twi«»- 

tfc*JrtJ*no«r 7 im.b«»Ttte*. U* w Oank TO 

ta nOtaB Wi «pT«n t» joa Id ar eaW»c^T*t£!»^S?vS 

. trw fr«d. t»d I .Tw r«i«aler a 

Oo B» Itch, W ** In an ta« ■*«» W tM »«« I 

VOtt TltPhd Ttth KOT c*a ttns raawtt, ^ 

rariwbr 0 * frt»*>h. TU «il 7 tr™! that eoajd 

«tW U*-rt»a7UlpSi.^23ri22^S: 

hM h^ Iher* b no r iii -h to teflor* that Lcrt 
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dictates of reason, but conformable to tbe piactico of the BOOK VI 
English go^emnlent m all its other dependencies, and oven citap i 

to that of the East India Company, previous to the in- 

stimctions of 1774 , instructions which were framed on 
the spur of the occasion, and created two independent 
powers m the same administration Secondly, a too ngid 
adherence to the rule of seniority in filling the most im- 
portant departments of the State, or oven to that of con- 
fidmg the choice to the Companj’s servants, was attended, 
he affirmed, with the greatest inconveniences , deprived 
the goverumont of the inestimable use of talents , lessened 
the motives to mentoiious overtion among the servants ; 
and fosteiaid a spiiit, most injurious to the government, of 
mdopendence and disobedience as towards its head With 
proper regulations in these particulars , a power of deciding 
against the opinion of the Council, and such changes 
among the higher servants, as were required by the parti- 
cular circumstances of the present case, he conceived that 
ho might, but without them ho could not, accept of the 
government of India, with hopes of usefulness to his 
country, or honour to himself 
A minute of this convei-sation was transmitted by the 
Chairs to the Board of Control , and on the 20th of Feb- 
ruary, Lord Macaitney met Mr Dundos, and ilr Pitt Even 
smee his arrival, ilr Pitt, m answer to an attack by Mr 
Eos, upon the mconsistency of appointing that nobleman 
to the chief station in the Indian government almost at 
the very moment when his pnncipal measure had been 
reversed, had been called forth to pronounce a warm pane- 
gyric upon Lord Macartney , and to declare that, with the 
exception of that one arrangement, his conduct in his go- 
vernment had mented all the praise which language could 
bestow , and pointed him out as a most ehgible choice 
for the stdl more important trust of Governor-General of 
Bengal To the new regulations or reforms, proposed by 
Lord Macartney, Mr Pitt gave a sort of general approba- 
tion , but with considerable latitude, m regard to the mode 
and time of alteration Lord Macaitney lemarked, that 
what he had observed in England had rather mcreased 
than diminished, the estimate which he had formed of the 
support which would be necessary to counteract the oppo- 
sition, which, both at home and abroad, he was sure to 
VOIfc V D 
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book FL aipcrlenoe; tndlie pointed m direct temu to irtiAt he iav 
L of the eomitj of Mr TT— tfngw, the Inflaecoe whlcjh he re- 
‘ stnong both those vho vere, end those who hsd 

1786. heen the serrsnts of the Oompsnj ss woH ss the h iflo m oe 
which erose from the opinion of the fsTonr bowe to him 
by •cm# of those petsone who were high in the adminie- 
trstioci. TBb opuriftn wsa, that some divtlngoished mark 
of faTC iu r whkh woold impose in same degree upon minds 
that were adrerBelydiapGS^aQdprDolahntoall,thepaver 
vith which be ml^t expect to be supported, was neoee* 
wtij to sDooonter the dlSIcnltjcs with wU^ he would 
hsTo to contend. He to ^ British peerage, to 

wMoh, eren on other groondfl, he oonoedved that he waa 
zkot withont a olaizo. 

No further oanaoTmloatian was Tooohsafed to Lord 
Maaartoey and, in throe daja after this c on i ers ation, he 
learned, that ComwalliB was appointed Ocrmiior^ 
Oeneral of BongaL The q^)oaiitment of Lord Maeartney 
was opposed by eerenl membexa of the adndnistnirion, 
araapg othea the Ohsnoanof Ihnxlcnr whose impetuosity 
gsre weight to Ms oplttkms It wu aleocdlonstoall thoee 
amocig the fiud Indk Drreetara and PropDetor^ who were 
the parbsans either of HaatrsgB cr Kaqfihemn *T7heii, 
therefore,** njs a letter of Lord UelvUle, * a gain at snoh an 
aoomudatioa of disoontent and oppesriden, Mr FiU waa 
iruhioed by mo to oonctir in the return of Lord Maowtoey 
to India, as OoTenwr-Oeoeial, it was not unnatanl tliat 
both of os s ho ul d hare felt hurt, he did not rather 
r^toee his fatnre fort une lo onr ixnfla^ than maWw it the 
sab^eot of a nna yaa aoa prohminary Anfl J t^lnV If 
Itfrd Maaartney hsd knenm na ss well than as ha did after 
wardt, he would hare felt as wo did. Hoeo were the pri 
rata groondi as pobUe ones, tha snne letter atstas, that 
the precedent was dlsapprored of Indiootlng to the world 
that a prendum waa neoesHry to indnae penctos of oon- 
aldentkiD in Ho^tnd to acoept the ofEloe of Goromar- 
Gtaeial fn India, at the rery moment when the pasoltrtiod 
was taken M nrt oonfinlog the high sHnatfons In TrvlU to 

the serrants of the Company 

Wo hare now atrirod at tha period of ann^h *^ pariie- 

nwaitsiy proceeding whieh eiM^ attention by Its pomp» 
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and by tbe influence upon the public mmd of those ■whoso BOOK YI. 
interests it afiected, much moio than by any material chat i, 

change -which it either iiroduccd, or ^\as calculated to pio- 

duce, upon the state of afiairs in India, In a history of 
those afiiurs, a verj contmcted summary of the voluminous 
records -which are left of it, is all for -which a place can bo 
usefully found. 

The parties into -which parliament was now dmded, 
the mmistenal, headed b} Mr Pitt , and that of the oppo- 
sibon, by Mr Fox , had, both, at n preceding ponod, found 
it their interest to arraign the government in India The 
mterest of the iiarty in opposition remained, in this respect, 
the same as before That of the ministry was altogether 
changed. It appeared to those whoso interest it still was 
■to arraign the government in India, that the most conve- 
ment form the attack could assume was that of an accu- 
sation of Mr Hastings The mimstry had many reasons 
■to dislike the scrutiny into which such a measure would 
lead But they were -too far committed, by the violent 
censures which they had formerly pronounced, to render 
it expedient for them to oppose it Their policy was, to 
gam credit by an appearance of consent, and to secure 
their o-wn objects, as far as it might be done, imder specious 
pretences, dunng the course of the proceedmgs 

The vehement struggles of the parhameutary parties 
had prevented them, during the yearjl784, from following 
up by any coriespondent measure the -vuolent censures 
which had fallen upon the administration of India The 
precedmg threats of Mr Burke received a more deter- 
minate character, when he gave notice on the 20th of June, 

1785, “ That if no other gentleman would imdertake the 
busmess, he would, at a future day, make a motion re- 
spectmg the conduct of a gentleman just returned from 
India.” On the first day of the following session, he was 
called upon by Major Scott, who had acted in the avowed 
capacity of the agent of Llr Hastings, -to produce his 
charges, and commit the subject to investigation On 
the 18th of February, 1786, he gave commencement to 
the undertaking, by a motion for a variety of papers , and 
a debate of great length ensued, more remarkable for the 
cnmmations, -with which the leaders of the two parties 
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mSTOBT Off BHTTIflff DTDIA, 

BOOK TL ippeired of •sperams one wiotlier tiian for anj 

cttAF L light -whiah It threw tipon the eahtecte In dupute. 

Mr Boite begin hi* ipoooh, bj reqoiriiig that the 

nse. of tK<» ahoold be opened, and that the 44th 

and iCth of that eetiee of reeohjtiooa, whioh Mr Dmdaa 
had moved, and the Houae adopted on the 2&th of ilay 
1782, ihcmJd be raid “ L 'niat,^or the purpoee of oon- 
Teymg entuo oonriction tothemlndiof tt«a native prinoee, 
that to oommttJce hortllltiei, wtthont jnat prorocation, 
againat them, and to panne eohemai of oonqWt and ex 
tent of damlnloo, are meaioree repognani to the wlah, the 
hoDoor and the poUoy of thia natioo — the parikment of 
Greet Britain ahoold give eome eignal ma^ of its die* 
pleasure agatnat thocej in whatever degree introsted with 
the oharge of the Biet India Oompen^e adbire,) who ahall 
appear wOfoIlj to hare adopted, or conntenanced, a e^ 
tern, tendiog to ineptre a reeeonable dlstraat of the tnode- 
ratioD, juitloe, and good faith of the British nation — 3. 
lhat Warren Eaettogi, Bag Gorwnor-Genenl of B e ng al , 
eiuj ^V itliAm H orn b y Esq PresideDt of the QomiaQ at 
Bombay having in sondry^lnataDceB anted In a man tier r»> 
pngnant to the hnnonr and poUoy of this nation, and 
th^by broQgbt great oalamitiea cm Indt^ and anocmotia 
expeneei on the East India Oampany It U the duty of the 
Directors of the said Oompany to pome all le^ and 
effeotoal means for the remo^ of the ud Governor 
General and Proaldant from their reapeotive offioea, and 
to recall them to Great BrrtahL After Mr Borhe 
remarked that the proseot taak would better have 
the anthor of these raeolotions th*n lihnaoH) he vented Ida 
•Bjcaasa on a teal against driinqnenoy whioh vns 

fart on, or pnt ofl^ aocording as o oii TedeDce loggested ; 
eihfbltod s short history of the notice whloh parHament 
had taken of Indian aflalrs and, in the next place, oddooed 
the c onaid emticns whldi, it the picMut mtanmit, appeared 
to can opon the Boaw to inatitute penal prooeedtngi. It 
then remained for him, to present a view of the different 
coorwi, whieih, In snoh a case, H was competent for that 
assemUytornrsae. In the first places the House 
effect a pnaecatfcm by the Attorney-Geiiend, Bat to 
this mode be hsd three very strong ol^eoticms. Fir^ 
the person who held that office appe^ to bo nnfrWl y 
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to the prosecution , whatc\or depended upon his exertions BOOK VI. 
•vrns, therefore, nn object of despair Sccondl}’, Mr Burke chat i 

regarded a jury as little quahfied to decide upon matters 

of the description of those which would form the subject HSC. 
of the present judicial inquiry Thirdlv, he looked upon 
the Court of King s Bench as a tribunal radically unfit to 
be trusted in questions of that largo and elevated nature 
The mveterate habit of looking, as in that com t, at minute 
affairs, and that only in their most contracted relations, 
produced a nanowness of mind, which was almost inva- 
nably at fault, when the extended relations of things or 
subjects of a comprehensn o nature were thoXobjects to bo 
mvestigated and judged * A bill of pains and penalties 
was a mode of iienal mqmiy wlnchTdid not, in his opi- 
nion, affoi-d sufficient security for justice [and fair dcalmg 
towards the party accused The last mode of proceeding, 
to which the House might have recourse, was that of im- 
peachment , and that w as the mode, the adoption of which 
he mtended to recommend. Ho should, how ever, propose 
a slight departure from the usual order of the steps In- 
stead of ui^g the House to vote immediately a bill of 
impeachment, to which succeeded a Committee by whom 
the articles were framed, ho should move for papers, in 
the first mstance and then draw up the articles with all 
the advantage in favour of justice, which dehboration and 
knowledge, m place of precipitation and ignorance, were 
calculated to yield Ho concludedjby a motion for one of 
the sets of papers which it was his object tOiObtain 
ilr Dundas thought that tlie allusions to himself de- 
manded a reply He observed, that, at one tune during 
the speech, he began to regard himself, not lilr Hastings, 
as the cnmihal whom the Bight Honourable Gentleman 
meant to impeach that ho was obliged, however, to those 
who had any charge to prefer agamst himj when they ap- 
peared without disgmse that he wished to meet his 
accusers face to face that he had never professed any 
mtention to prosecute the late Governor-General of India 
that the extermmation of the EohiUas, the aggression 
upon the Mahrattas, and the misapphcation of the reve- 

inagnJtnde of the trial Tvonld overwhelm,” ho said, ‘‘the voryhig 
mmmnde of lesser causes, of meum and fawn, assault oud battery, convei^on 
and trover, trespass and burglary,” etou 
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hibtobt of bettish ikdia* 

2qOK tl ptt* ynn the point* on whioli hi* oondemiatfon rested 
OUT X. tbit ho did more the re*olotion» 'whloh h*d been ro*d 

4ihJ orrtorUlned ncnr the sune sentiment* -which he than 

uTxiniMi-rl th*t the rMolntlciie he h*d mored, went onlj 
to the point of reoill that thoogh in »OTer*l pertdcalax* 
he deemed the condaot of Mr H**tlijg* highly oo^ahle, 
yet, u often u bo ormniiTted it, -which he hid done rery 
minutely t>ie p»wfhfli^ of irmaTing to It * onmin*] inten 
two hi* gr»ep ; that the Piroctor* -were often the 

cd thoee prooeedinge to which the appeertnoe of mi 
mfaulity ma atUohed th*t after Indi* wu glutted -with 
their petrootge, no fewer then thirty^ix writers had been 
sent to with eapame the drU eeUbliehmant, In 
one year t^if t year of parity when the iitii*ticin of the 
preeent cnffleleot^ indicated the liopi, from which 

the oommodity wa* enpplled that snbaeqaently to the 
period *t whi^ he had mored the leeoliition* m qnestlan, 
ilr Hastiegi had rendered important aemce* and merited 
the rota 0/ thanks with which his empdoyera had thoo^ 
fit to reward Mr Pandas oonolnde^ by saying^ that 
be had 00 otgeotion to the motion, and that, bat for the 
ioainnatloo* agalntft htnwif, be ihoold not hare thonght 
it neoeaaary to epeok. 

The defenoe, however of Mr. PnndaB ia not lea inooc- 
^stent than oendaet. Hia pjuf a ai tm of a belief th^t 
he hliCTWilf waa to be the oli^eet of the prceeontion, wM an 
afteotatian of wit, whloh proved not, thoogh Ur Haatlnga 
-were poQatod, that Mr Pnndis vi* pare or in the 
aoonaatioQ of the former It waa iwt highly proper even 
reqmaltfl, to bold op to view -what wa* »a^aou* m the 
oondnet of the latter Whether he fver had the intentioo 
to proeewrto Mr Haetinga, -waa known only to himaelt 
Bot thU he had pnmoonoed aceoMtiona against Mr 
Hasting*, whloh were either unjnat, or demanded a proae- 
colion, all the worU oouJd jnd^ When he ^ that the 
reaolcrtian* which be had moved, and whloh had immedi- 
ti*iy been stad, bophed nothing mtme than -tecaEi, it proved 
only one of -two thlnga | either that be re^jded poblia 
delinquency in a very favooiable Hght, or that this -was 
ooe of lho«iboldaaamtkma,inthefaceof evldenoo, which 
men of a certain oharaoter are ahray* ready to If 

WarmiHaatiiiga had really aa wu afBrmed by Me. Pan- 
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das, and voted at Ins suggestion by the House of Commons, BOOK VI 
“ in simdry instances tarnished the honour, and violated chap i 

the pohey of his country, brought great calamities on 

India, and enormous expenses to tbo East India Comiiany,” 
had he mented nothing but recall ? Lord Macartney was 
recalled , Sir John iMacphcrson v-as recalled , manj others 
were recalled , against vhom no delinquency was alleged. 

Recall was not considered as a punishment. And was 
nothmg else duo to such oScuccs as those which ]\Ir Dun- 
dos laid to the charge of Mr Hastings ? But either the 
words of Mr Dundas’s resolutions wore very ill adapted 
to express his meaning, or they did imply much more than 
recall Of the two resolutions nhich hir Burke had 
reqmred to bo read, the last recommended the measure of 
recall to the Court of Directors, whoso prerogative it was , 
the ^rst recommended something else, some signal marl of 
the displeasure of the Parliament of Great Britain What 
might this be ? Surely not recall , which was not within 
the province of Parliament Surely not a mere advice to 
the Directors to recall, which seems to fall wonderfully 
short of a signed marl of its displeasure But Jlr Dundos 
still retamed the very sentiments respectmg the conduct 
of Mr Hastmgs which he had entertamed when he de- 
senbed it as reqmnng “ some signal mark of the displea- 
sure of the Bntish Parliament yet, as often as he 
examined that conduct, the possibility of annexmg to it 
a cnmmal intention eluded his grasp nay, he regarded 
LIr Hastmgs as the proper object of the Company’s 
thanks ; that is to say, in the opimon of Mr Dundas, Mr 
Hastmgs was, at one and the same moment, the proper 
object of “some signal mark of the displeasure of the 
Bntish Parhament,” and of a vote of thanks at the East 
India House The Court of Directors were the cause of 
the had actions of Mr Hastings Why then did Mr 
Dundas pronoimce those violent censures of Mr Hastings ? 

And why did he profess that he now entertamed the same 
sentiments which he then declared? He thought him 
culpable, forsooth, but not cnmmal , though he had de- 
senbed him as havmg “ violated the honour and pohey of 
his country, brought great calamities upon India, and 
enormous expense on his employers so tenderly did 
Mr Dundas thmk it proper to deal with pubhc offences, 
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BOOK "ra. vhidi lie dmaibed *■ of ihe deepert dje 1 Bt* 

jjo oonld not afflr orimmel t*tentto* to the miicondiiot of 
— .. jir TT«jrtjngw , It loqmrtd much lea iagenait/ tlun that 
17B6. of lIr.Dnnd*j, to roiie It •ppear that there it no andi 
M immrnd intention in tie wccrii Ihe man who 
irorkB an dajio eem a crcrwc, end the man who rohs him 
of h, ai ha goee home at nl^it, act, each of them, with 
f>iw r^rjmne intention that erf obtaining a certain pon- 
tlan of iiHjnej Mr Itaidaa might hare known, that 
OT<mTT»«I ictaotian ia iy no TT.n«rM neceatrj to conetitote 
the Vilgh^gt. pygriVil/i degree of pnblio delinqnoooj TVhere 
ia the criminal intontloQ of the aentlnel w^ ^lia aileep 
at hia poet t IVhare wu the enmloal intention of Alt' 
xniral Bjn^ who jKtdered a eapital ptmiehtDent I !Iha 
a—iiin of Henry the Fourth of France was dcmhtlen 
aotoated bj the purest end most henuo IntenticiiH. Tei 
who cloobti he wu the proper object of penal 

exaottoot fiooh are the inocoulstenoiee erf a speech, whinh 
jet appeaa io hare passed as sterUn^ in the aasemhly to 
vhhii it was addfOMed and such ia a aam|^ of the 
speeohes which bare had so mn^ influence m goren^ 
znsnt of tUa oat^onJ 

Ihe year in whioh kir Fcoc had been nuolstar wu 
aecoaed erf oredoadlng the patronage of India ] and Mr. 
Bnndaa huEarded a o n rio ns propoeitian, to which hia ex 
perlence yielded weight, that the droumataaoe of who wu 
mitrlater ahrays indicated the ahep u be called it, from 
Thhh Indian patronage wu retailed.* This cAhed np Mr 
Fox, who began bj dwclanng that h« spoke on aooonnt 
solely of the charges which bad been lereHed againat hhn- 


> Jtr I>ndu nd net t i ftaato tUl Am tW tai M Ua re et vko m 
* al ajt Wu' j nf J the Ucr lor IsOm Ttmmafn- B* jt la (m 

Uw«f tbceteaWtnfba jTBa.iD4 vkrr TUi tlwol* 

hn MM rtuA.tl U WM worO vhfl* u UrC nrfyrrf tM ntMctaKH. 
Tl . urt a f i aed w TtttiB rQDpiaiaiB( of Qa tn, 

?» WTlten h«lex Mt Md t» Usl, efeWrtDctlxttia 

^ «*• 7«fftr m W ta* «m JUmSOm la 
tCTttLM aa tor jmrnmtfw. Kotvjta. 
t»5 Majiiii, vrtei **» tan <3»t w tm. r« 

maiwrte aWrWIrMl l»f tbMMlne «X7 Ims 4 to ttMenMatmlBi tat tt 

** *^ “?*■ ** wMcfatt^wCT Mtatn nn eta t.. rt^ .wm 
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self Sumuse miglit be answered, bo thought, b}* assertion , BOOK TI 
and, therefore, lio solemnly declared, that ho had never eii \.r : 

been the cause of sending out except one single i\ritcr to 

India, and tliat during the administration of Loid Slid- 
burne The consistcuc}*, however, of the Honourable 
Gentleman, suggested strongly a few remarks, notwith- 
standing his boasted readiness to faeo hrs oiiponents The 
jpower of facing, God knew, was not to bo numbered 
amoug his wants, c\ on when driven, as on the picscut 
occasion, to the miserable necessity of applauding, in the 
latter pait of Ins speech, what he condemned in the 
former His opinion of dilr Hastings remained the same 
as when ho arraigned him , yet ho thought him a fit 
object of thanks He condemned the Rohilla war , the 
treaty of Poorunder , and the exjieuse of his admimstra- 
tion. Gracious heaven ' Was that all ? Was the shameful 
plunder of the jVTogul Emperor, the shameful plunder of 
the Eaja of Benares, the shameful plunder of the Prmcesses 
of Oude, worthy of no moral abhoience, of no legal 
visitation ■? Was the tendei language now held bj the 
Honourable Gentleman, resiiecting the author of those 
disgraceful transactions, in conformity either with the 
facts, or his former declarations 1 Mr Pitt rose m great 
warmth, to expiess, he said, some part of the mdignation, 
with which his breast was hUed, and which ho trusted, no 
man of generous and honourable feelings could aaoid 
sharing with him Who had accused his Honourable 
Enend of guilt, in now applaudmg the man whom ho had 
formerly condemned 1 Who, but he, w ho, in the face of 
Europe, had united councils with the man whom for a 
senes of years he had loaded -with the most extravagant 
epithets of reproach, and threatened with the severest 
punishment ! The height of the colommg which that 
individual hadbestowed upon the supposed inconsistency 
of his fnend, might have led persons unacquainted with 
his character, to suppose that he possessed a heart leaUy 
capable of feehng abhorrence at the meanness and baseness 
of those who shifted their sentiments with their mteiests 
As to the charge of mconsistency against his Honourable 
Enend, was it not very possible for the conduct of any man 
"toment, at one time, condemnation, at another, applause'? 

'Yet it was true, that the practice of the accuser had m- 



43 


mSTOBT OF BBinSH INDIA 

BOOK VL itruoted the irorW in the aerit of looking to perecnu, not 
csAT u to pnoflJpIei 1 Ha than proceeded to eiteouato the on* 

minehtj of the Bohfll* w*r And coooloded, by ucribing 

^784. t2w higheet prmUe to that portion of the edmlniitretion of 

Hwtingi ifhi(^ had aaooeedod the date of the reeolatKua 
of Hr Dnnda^ 

On thli apeeoh, frfaat fint nggerta Itaelf ia, that a great 
proportion of it i« employed, not in prorlng that Jlr 
Dondaa not, hot In prorlng that Idr had, bean 
o or tnpUy fnoaruDatairt. In what reapeot, however did it 
dear the ohanoter of Hr Dondae, to implicate that of 
the man who aocaaed him t How great aoerer the baae- 
neos of h£r Fox, that of Hr Dondaa zzught aqnal, and 
ereo aorpan it. Trn^ Indeed, the oondaot of a man, 
at one bad, might, at another tfm", be the rereraa. 
Sot woold be a good kw wUnh ahouM exempt orlmee 
from poniahmeat, prorlded the peopetratoa happened 
afterwarda to pertbra aota of a neeftil deacrtpdon t A 
man might thus got aeooreJy nc±t by theft and robbery 
on the oQodition of maidng a beoedc^ nae of the frofta 
of hia orimea. <’ The foamer portion of the admlaletratioii 
of Ur Haatmga wu enminal the latter menioziona. It 
Kdted the taiabrter’a preaent pccrpoee to aay ao. Bnt they 
rdio atody the hiato^ will probably fln^ that of the 
pralae whloh li dne to the admmiatratioD of Hr Hiatlogi, 
a greater p o rti on behmgB to the part which Hr Pitt ooo- 
decma, than to that whloh he applanda to such a degree 
waa either his judgment in cam not, or hii language 
deoeHfoL 
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The production of tho papers was not opposed, till n BOOK VI 
motion ivas made for those relating to tho business of cnAr i 
Oudo dunng tho latter years of Mr. Hastings’s ndininistra- — ~ 
tion To this I^Ir Pitt objected. Ho aaid it would intro- 
duce now matter , and make tho ground of tho accusation 
wider than necessary He washed to confine tho judicial 
inquirj’ to tho penod embraced in tho reports of tho Com- 
rmttees of 1781 Mr. Duiidos stood up for tho same 
doctrme If tho object, however, avns to do justice 
between Mr Hastings and the nation, it will bo difficult 
to imagine a reason, why one, rather than another part of 
his administration should escape inquiry E\ on tho friends, 
however, of Mr Hastings urged the necessity of obtaining 
the Oudo papers , and, therefore, they were granted 

A motion was made for papers relative to tho I^Iahratta 
peace It was opposed, ns leading to tho disco\cry of 
secrets On ground like this, it was replied, tho minister 
could never want a screen to any possible dohnqiiency. 

A motion for tho papers relative to the negotiations which 
Llr Hastings had earned on at Delhi in tho last months 
of his a dmi nistration, was also made, and urged with 
great importunity It was opposed on tho same grounds, 
and both were rejected 

During the debates on these motions, objections had 
begun to be started, on the mode of procedure which Jlr 
Burke had embraced To call for papers relative to mis- 
conduct, and from the information which these might 
afford, to shape the charges by tho gmlt, was not, it was 
contended, a course which pailiament ought to allow 
The charges ought to be exhibited first , and no evidentiary 
matter ought to be granted, but such alone as could be 
shown to bear upon the charge These objections, how- 
ever, produced not any decisive result, till the 3rd of 
Apiil, when Mr Burke proposed to call to the bar some of 
the gentlemen who had been ordered, as witnesses to 
attend. On this occasion, the crown lawyers opposed in 


servant of tho people, to give him duo credit for such parts as Tvero mcrltori- 
ons, as ivell os to censnro lilm for such ns were cnlpahlo , and for his o'vm 
part, he should not hesitate for one moment to declare, that however censur- 
able some parts of Jlr Hastings’ conduct might be made to appear, ho must, 
notwithstanding, consider such as w ere praiseworthy as entitled to the w nrmest 
approbation Naj , ns a sufficient ground lor re-nard and thanks, could they 
be proved to predominate over what was exceptionable ” — ^W 
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BOOK TL Tidr epeoolie* ttct* kmg, hat their irgamants 

CBip L only two. Not to prodooe the chcjoe m the first instance, 

and proo^ itncUy confined to thoee ohirges, w*! n n & jr 

they alleged, to the party aoccsed To prodooe the chargee 
fiiat, and no proof but what atriotly applied to the 
dwrgM, was the mode of proceeding in the Coort* of 
I*w Ur Bnrtfi, sad th^ who anpported him, main- 
tained, that thil wM an attempt to infringe the order of 
procedme already adopted by the Sonse which had 
granWi eridenoc in pomanoe of Its oim plan had 
fbraied itsdf into a Oommlttee for the eipfoaa pirpose of 
reoeivlng erideoce ( and had sncimoned witneseea to be at 
that mameot in otteodanoe. They affirmed, that the mode 
of prooeeding, by ocdleotiiig erldeooe in the first inatanoe, 
then edadsg the chargee, waa faToorahle to piedaicm 
and aeo Qi scy that the oppoaiticin, whitfii it emnenoed, 
aaroored of a design to reatnot erldenoe and that the 
grand muaterof the crown lawyers for an oh a pirpoaewas 
loaded with SQapict<A. The Hoose, howsTer agreed wHh 
the la s y eri which ia ae maoh sj to My that soob was 
the plan of the mimatar and the aeooaer was obliged to 
in?^ the osdsr of hla ctepa. Some elooidactioa of the 
incident is etrcmgiy reqidred. 

Tb ooneot some knowledge of the facts of the supposed 
delifiqaenoy to explore the sooroes of erldenoe to seek 
to throw light npoo the snhjeot of the sooamtlon to 
trace the media of proof from one link to another often 
the only way in widoh H «n he traced and, when the 
anb^eet is thns in scene degree understood, to pat the 
matter of delmqtienoy Into those propo siti ons which are 
the beat adapted to present it truly and efiiwtually to the 
test of proof, is not, say the Iswyera, the way to*juatioe. 
Before you are allowed to collect one particle of knowkdgo 
raBpoettng the facts of the delfaujuenoy before you are 
allowed to e^ore a alngle source of erldenca, or do any 
one thing which can throw light upoc the robjeot, you 
m\at put the matter of deUnqueney which you are aUcpwed, 
as frr as the lawyers can prerent you, to know nothing 
about, Into pruposltloos for the reoeption of proof And 
baring thns made the aubject, whkh yoo know nothing 
•bout, Into a sat of propoeitiooa, aaoh as ignorance has 
enabled you to make them, you are to bo restrained from 
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adducing one particle of evidence to any thing Imt 3 our BOOK VI 
-first propositions, how much soever 3 on mn} find, as light enw r 

breaks in upon you, that there is of the matter of dchii- 

quency, which 3 our propositions, made b} compulsion 
undei Ignorance, do not embrace. And this is the method, 
found out and prescribed bi' the law} cl's, for elucidating 
the field of dehnquency, and ensuring the detection of 
enrae ' 

To whom IS the most complete and efficient production 
of enderce unfavourable ? To the guilt}' individual To 
whom is it favourable ? To all who aio innocent, and to 
the community at large Endence, said the law} ers, shall 
not be produced, tiU after your charges, because it may be 
unfav ourshle to ilr Hastings. 

If they meant that partial evidence might operate une- 
qmtably on the pubhc mind, the answer is immediate* 
why allow* it to be partial ? Sir Hastings li-ncw* the field 
of evidence far better than his accusers, and might call for 
what he requuod 

The lawyers wore very merciful It was a cruel thing 
to an innocent man, to have ovidcnco of guilt exhibited 
against him , and eveiy man should be presumed innocent, 
till proved gmlty From these premises, there is only one 
legitimate inference , and that is, that evidence of guilt 
should never bo exhibited agamst any man 

The rule of the lawyers for the making of propositions 
IS truly their own It is, to make them out of nothing 
All other men, on all occasions, teU us to get knowledge 
first , and then to make propositions Out of total 
Ignorance, 'how* can any thmg the lesult of knowledge be 
made ? — No, say the lawyers , make yom propositions, 
while m absolute ignorance , and, by help of that abso- 
lute Ignorance, show, that even the endence which you 
cab, for is evidence to the point It is sufficiently clear, 
that when the man who endeavours to throw hght upon 
dehnquency is thus compelled to grope his way in the 
dark, a thousand chances are pro'vuded for dehnquency to 
escape 

When a rule is established by lawryers, and furiously 
upheld , a rule pregnant with absurdity, and contrary to 
the ends of justice, but ermnently conducive to the profit 
and power of lawyers, to what sort of motives does com- 
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book Tl. idranti^ ujd thM thqy iiioowded an two tmtamblfi 
c»Ar I. ground* fiat, becnao th* ss»reh for ondaDO* wM on- 
- faTOuroblfl to Mr HwtingB, which w*a u nrach ** to ■aj' 
UW that Mr H»tSng» wi* g^ty not innocait next, beomse 
it w»« oontary to the paotice of tha ooorti of law u if 
the Tioe* of the oourta of law ought ncrt only to be IdtIo- 
lato on their awn ground, bot nevnr put to ahanw and dia- 
gn« by the oontrut of TirtoM in any other place 1 

Mr Burke being thoa cpmpaDed to prodooe the par 
ticolaa of hia aoooKtlcin, before he wu allowed by aid of 
endenoe to aoiiuafart htnivilf with the matter of it, exM 
bltad nine of hla ardole* of ohoJge on the fourth of ApiB, 
and twelve more in the ooune of the foflowing wwt I 
oancdve that in thi* place nothing more le required than 
to give fanficatlan of the pnncrpel topica. These were, the 
Ttntini*. war the tranaactloaa reapeoting Benaiea and its 
Eaja the nteamre by which Oo:^ and AHahahad, and 
the tribute doe for the p roT i ooe of Bengal, wore taken 
from the Itognl { the traoimotlon* in Dude reapootmg tbs 
'pingitah BeBidanta^ and othor a&ira tboae 
legudhtg the Mahatta war and the peace by which it was 
conchid^ the mearoros of totamal adminliitja ijfin , 
chiding the artangemsota for the eoBeothm of the rerenuee 
oitd the adEmhilatrttionof Juatloe, the death of yunoomar, 
and treatment of Hohanuned Baxa TTh^n ; dlaobedieaice of 
the command^ and contempt for the authority of the 
Direotora extraTtganteapenee^ for the purpose cf creating 
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dependants and cnnclung favourites , and the receipt of BOOK VI 
presents or hnbes An additional article n as afterwards ciur i 

presented, on the Gth of May, u Inch related to tho treat- 

ment bestowed upon Fvroolla Khan ' 1 shall not account 
it necessary to follou the debates, to which the motions 
upon these se\ eml chaises gave birth, in tho House of 
Commons, both because the}* diffused little infoimatiou 
on tho subject, and because tho facts lia\ c already been 
stated with such lights as, it is hoped, may suffice to form 
a proper ludgment upon each 

Not only, on soicral preliminary questions, did tho 
ministers zealously concur with the advocates of Mi 
Hastings , but ovcu when the great question of tho llohilla 
wrar, and the rum of a whole people, came under discus- 
sion, Mr Hastings had the dccisno ad^antagc of their 
support Mr Dundos himself, who had so recently enu- 
merated tho Eohilla war among tho ciiminal transactions 
which called forth his condemnation, rose up in its 
defence ,* and tho House voted, by a majonty of 119 
to 67, that no impeachable matter was contained m tho 
charge 

It was not without reason, that the fnends of Jlr 
Hastings now triumphed in the prospect of victory 
Every point had been earned m his favour tho minister 
had steaddy and umformly lent him tho weight of his 
irresistible power and the most formidable article in the 
biU of accusation, had been rejected as void of crimmatmg 
force. 

The motion on the charge respecting tho estermmation 
of the Eohdlas was made on tho first of June That on 

' Tho better understanding of tho subject seems to require n more precise 
detail of the charges tlian is given in this place, or than can be collected from 
tho detached notices found elsewhere As a summary recapitulation of them 
maj be usefnl, it will be given at tho end of this chapter — W 

- The following arc the words of tho eighth of tho resolutions, which ho 
moved in 1781, “ That too strong a confirmation cannot bo given to the senti- 
ments and resolutions of the Court of Directors and the Court of Proprietors, 
cn condemnation of the Rohilla war — fhat tho conduct of tho President and 
Select Committee of Bengal apnears, in almost every stage of it, to have been 
biassed by an interested partiality to the Vizir, to transgress their o'wn ns well 
as the Company’s, positive and repeated regulations and orders — ^That tho 
extermination of the Rohillas was not necessary, for the recovery of forty lacs 
of rupees — And that if it was expedient to make their country a barrier 
against tho hlahrattas, there is reason to believe, that this might have been 
effected by as easy, and by a less Iniquitous, Interference of tho government of 
Bengal , which wonld, at the same time, have preserved the dominion to the 
rightf ul owners, and exhibited an attentive example of Justice, as weU as policy , 
to all India ” 

VOL. V. E 



4s lusTDur OP immsir ejdia 

BOOK TL tdnnUgB j end thek Ihey eoccoodtfd on two unlenaWfi 
aur n grooods beaoeo tbo eearoh tar crideoca ira« nii~ 

— - ■• BiTOcrabla to Ur Ha*tio];s. widch wu n nracb as to laj', 
that Ur Hestlngi me goQfy not iono e i m t X}eit, becaose 
It was cootrarr to tbe pmoUce of tho coorU of Uw as if 
tho rices of the coorU of Uw oofbt sot only to be inrio- 
Utn on tbeir own grcood, bat zteror pat to sbame end dU< 
grace bj the contrast of nrtaea in any other pUco t ' 

Ur Barba beteg Urns oompelied to prodace the par 
ticolon of hU eccninttoc, before bo was allowed by aid of 
eridence to acqoahit himself with tho matter of it, exhi 
bited nine of hii artidea of chargo cm the feorth of ^pril, 
and twelre more (n the conrso of the following week I 
cosedre that In this place solMng more is required than 
to giro indication of tho piincipai topics. These wrre, the 
Rohflla war the tranmetiona respecting Benares and its 
Baja the measure tgr which Corah and ABahabod, and 
the tribute due foe the pmrinco of Bengal, were taken 
from the Mogul the tmm etiema la Oude respecting the 
Bc'rama, the Eoglbh Besidenta, and ether aSdre these 
regarding the 3fahfatta war sod the peace by which it was 
co^ad^ the meas ur es of internal admiaUtration, iiv> 
dading the omngrments for ths coUcctioo of the rrmraes 
and the administration of justicT tho death of huncomar 
sod Ircatueot of ^iobammed Bern Khan dhobedienee of 
the commands and contempt for the authority of the 
Directors extcaraganlsipniae,fcTthepQrposoofcrrst{ng 
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dependants and cnnclnng favourites , and tUo receipt of BOOK VI 
presents or bribes An additional article uas aftcniartls cu\r i 

presented, on the Ctb of I^Iay, M Inch related to the treat- — • 

ment bestowed upon Fyroolla Khan ’ 1 shall not account ^ 
it necessary to follow the debates, to which the motions 
upon these se\ eral charges gave birth, in the llouso of 
Commons , both because they diffused httlo nifoiToation 
on the subject, and because the facts lia\ c alrcadj been 
stated with such lights as, it is hoped, may suffice to form 
a proper judgment upon eacli 

Kot only, on several prcliminarj questions, did the 
ministers zealously concur with the adiocatcs of iilr 
Hastmgs , but oven when the great question of the llohilla 
war, and the ruin of a whole people, came under discus- 
sion, Mr Hastmgs had the dccisuo adiautngc of their 
support Mr Dundas himself, who had so rccontlj enu- 
merated the Rohilla war among the ciiminal transactions 
which called forth his condemnation, rose up in its 
defence ,- and the House voted, by a majority of 119 
to 67, that no impeachable matter was contained in the 
charge 

It w'as not without reason, that the fnends of Jlr 
Hastings now triumphed in the prospect of victory 
Every point had been earned m his favour the minister 
had steadily and uniformly lent him the weight of Ins 
irresistible power and the most formidable article in the 
biU of accusation, had been rejected as void of crimmating 
force 

The motion on the charge respecting the extermmation 
of the RohiUas was made on the first of Juno That on 

' The better understanding of the subject seems to require a more prociso 
detail of tUo charges tlian Is given In this place, or than can be collected trora 
the detached notices found clsowhoro As a summary recapitulation of them 
may bo useful. It TvlU he given at the end of this chapter — W 

^ The following are theTvords of the eighth of the resolutions, which ho 
moved in 1781, “ That too strong a conBrmatlon cannot bo given to the senti- 
ments and resoluHons of the Court of Director' and tho Court of Proprietors, 
tn condemnation of the Rohilla war — That tlio conduct of tlio President and 
Select Committee of Bengal apuears, in almost every stage of it, to have been 
biassed by an Interested partiality to the Vlilr, to transgress their own ns well 
as the Company’s, positive and repeated regulations and orders — TTiat the 
extermination of the Rohillas was not necessary, for the recovery of forty lacs 
of rupees — And that if it was expedient to make their country a barrier 
against the Mahrattas, there is reason to believe, that this might have been 
effected by ns easy, and by a less iniquitous, interference of tho government of 
Bengal , which would, at the same time, have preserved the dominion to the 
rightful owners, and exhibited an attentive example ofj nm wa 11 flQ T^nKcV. 
to all India " 
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AMEND^IENTS OP PITT’s BILL. 

No furtLor progress Traa made in the prosecution of Jtlr BOOK 'VI 
Hastings during that session of tlio parliament But the chai* i 

act of Mr Pitt for tlio better goicmment of India was 

all eadj found in need of tinkenng Mr Francis, early in 
the session had moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
amending tbe existing law, agrccabl}’- to the ideas which 
be had often expressed Upon tins, however, the previous 
question was moi ed, and carried wathout a division 

In the course of the year 17SG, no fewer than three 
bills for amending the late act, with icgard to the govem- 
ment of India, were introduced by the ministers, and 
passed Tlio first ’ had for its pnncipal object to free the 
Governor-General from a dependence upon the majority of 
his council, by enabhng him to act in opposition to their 
conclusions, after their opinions, together with the reasons 
upon which they were foimdcd, had been heard and re- 
corded This idea had been fii-st brought forwaid by Lord 
North, in the propositions which he offered as tho foun- 
dation of a bill, immediately before the dissolution of his 
mmistiy It appears to have been first suggested by l^Ir 
Dundas, and the regulation was insisted upon byXiord 
Macartney, as indispensable to the existence of a good 
government m Indio. It was violently, indeed, opposed 
by Mj Francis, Mr Burke, and the party who were led by 
them, in their ideas on Indian subjects The mstitution, 
however, bears upon it considerable marks of wisdom 
The Council were converted into a party of assessors to 


duct of the Governor-General, in imposlnp a fine of half a million upon tho 
Itaja, for lus delay in tlio payment of a contribution of fifty thousand pounds, 
Tvas oppressive and unjust , but ho spodficnlly limited liU censure to the exor- 
bitancy of the fine, and expressU protested a(;alnst anj extension of It to the 
other parts of the charge His biographer, Gifford, observes, of tho feelings 
■with uhlch his speech -was received, tliat, v Iillo ono side •wished him to excul- 
pate tho Governor-General, tho otlier a as dissatisfied Avith the limitation of 
liis censure to a particular point His conduct, hoAvever, Avas such as justlcj 

demanded, and conscience approved Life of Pitt I 184 See also Toirilres 
Life of Pitt, 1 216 tVhero the purport of Mr Pitts speech is given In tho 
same manner, “ tho exorbitant amount of the fine was tho only unjust imrt of 
the transaction ” Cheit Sing’s rebellion was not to be vindicated by the pleu 
of resistance to exaction , for he Knew not that the fine intended to be levied 
was exorbitant, Hastings’s intention to levy such fine never haAung been 
announced to him The fine Avas never exacted — verj probably never would 
have been The intention Avas merely matter of conversation Hastings av as 
not pledged to its accompllaiiment , and after all, therefore, even Mr Pitt was 
led to Join m charging as a high crime and misdemeanour— an unfulfilled de- 
slgn — a design Avhich would probably never have been carried into effect — and 
of which nothing could have been known but from Hastings’s own honest 
avowal of having for a time entertained it — W 
' 26 Geo HI c IG 
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BOOK ly Uie GoTvirtor-OeiMinl, nidiog him bj their adrioev uid 
caiT u cheoHiig him bjtheb pnMDoe. IndlndtULl rmponiibilitj 
j — and nnfty of parpo«e wore thni tmited with multiphcity 
I'BC. of Ideal, Twi with the mfloenoei, ncTt odIj of ejeo, to which 
ereiy secret was exposed, bat of rsoordad retsomi, In de- 
fitnoe of which, m the awMscm. were honest eiid wise, 
CT Cr y pemidons maasore wonld hare to be and bj 

which H woold be seeo that it might afterwards ^ tried. 

The same bUl Introdooed another hmoraiioo, which was, 
to enable the offloee of GoTeTnar-Geseral and Commander 
in-Ghle^ to be mUted in the aamo peraoc. It was nn 
donhtedij of great importnnoe to render the mllitsrj 
atrictl7 dependent Qpon the oirfl power and toprechida 
the tmaTohlable erOa of two condJotlng anthoritiee Bot 
vary great Inoonrenlsnces attended the measnre of nniUng 
in the same petaon iheanperintendfince of the oirfl and 
odUtaij departments. In the flrat place H raised to the 
greateet pocdble degree of ooncsntraied strength the 

S tations to what the pnrliacDent and miatstry pre- 
d they had the greatest arerslciD the nmltipli cation 
of ware, and puraoit of conaoeet. In the next place, the 
sort of talents, hahlti^ end obaraoter heart ailapted for 
the office of drU [gcrrernor was not the sort of talents, 
hsbiti, and character beat adapted for the cubtary ftmo* 
tions : nor were those which were beet adopted for the 
military foDotkina, boat adapted for the oelm and laborlooa 
detalla of the drll admlniatnticm. And, to omit all other 
irrfk, the whole time and talents of the ablest rrun were 
not more than snffldent for the doties of either offica Por 
-the same man, therefore, It was imposiblei, not to neglect 
-the one set of dalles, in tho eamo degree in which be paid 
Attentioo to the other 

This bQl was arralgood by those who generalJy opposed 
the minister and on the SSzkI of March, wh^ in the 
langoage of parliament, it was committed, in other words, 
considered by the Ucaue when ths Hoaso itsolf a 
committee^ Mr IXirke poured forth against it one of hli 
moat eloqaent harongoes. It catabliihed a despotical 
power he taid, in India. This, it was pretn>ded, was for 
^Ting energy and despatdi to the goromment Bat tho 
pretext was &lse Iledasired toIcDcrw where that arhi 
trary goremment e ilat al , of which dignity energy and 
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despatch, were the charactcnstics To what had demo- BOOK YI 
cracy, m all ages and countnes, owed most of its triumphs, chap i. 

but to the openness, the pubhcitj, and strength of its 

operation”! 

Mr Dundas called upon his opponents to inform him, 
whether it was not possible for despotism to exist in the 
hands of many, as well as in the hands of one and ho 
observed, that if the pouer of the Governoi-Gencral 
would be increased, so would also his responsibility The 
answer was just and victorious It is a mere vulgai on or, 
that desiiotism ceases to bo despotism, by merely being 
shared It is an error, too, of pernicious operation on tho 
British constitution "Where men seo that tho powers of 
government are shared, they conclude that they arc also 
hmited, and already under sufficient restraint Mr Dun- 
das affirmed, and affirmed truly, that tho government of 
India was no more a despotism, when the despotism was 
lodged in the single hand of tho Governor-General, than 
when shared between the Governor and the Council What 
he affirmed of mcreasmg the force, by increasing tho con- 
centration of responsibihty, is likewise so true, that a 
responsibdity, shaied, is seldom any responsibihty at all 
So httle was there, m Burke’s oratory, of wisdom, if he 
knew no better, of simplicity and honesty, if he did 

The second of the E^t India acts of this year= was an 
artifice It repealed that part of Mr Pitt’s original act 
which made necessary the approbation of the King foi the 
choice of a Governor-General It reserved to the King tho 
power of recall, m which tho former was completely in- 
cluded 

The third of the acts of the same year ® had hut one 
object of any importance , and that was, to repeal the part 
of Mr Pitt’s original bill, which almost alone appeals to 
have had any tendency to improve the government to 
which it referred I mean the disclosure of the amount of 

! Co'bbett’s Pari Hist, xxv 1270 In the same speech, Mr Burke said, 

“ What he, from the experience derived from man> j'cars’ attention, would 
recommend as a means of recovering ludia, and reforming all its abuses, was 
a combination of these three things — a government bj law — trial by Jury — 
and publicity in every executive and judicial concern " Ibid Of these three 
grand instruments of good government, what he meant la not^eo clear as 
to any but the last of which tiie importance is, undoubtedly, great beyond 
expression 

a 20 Geo in c. 25 


s Ibid 67 
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mSTOBr OF DRITISII lUDLA- 

I mored /or the Fomiohhad pftpeii, uid wlut ho recdrcd 
ooder thAi h» ODodfldf^ were the wtc^ bat ft 
jncrtkici hftd been ftftemrd* m&de, hj aootber member 
far the Per*ian correftpondenoe, which brought forth 
doocmests of the grestest importftitce. To enother dr 
omnctftDoe h befitt^ the Hooee to ftdrert. Tho attomej 
of the Fast India Compenr in vmdicatlon of whofto 
wrongs the proeeooUon wu ourled oo, vu (H wu prettj 
remrtable) the ettocnej Ukewiee, of ^ Hottlnge 3 end 
while the Hooea were groping In Iho darh, and liable to 
mlas whftt WM of most importance, Hr Haatings and hi* 
ftttomej to whom the docnmcnU in the India Hooae 
were kiMWii, might, on each occasioD. bj a fortonote does 
ment, defect the im p e r fec t erldeDce before the lloiiie, and 
laugh at the pnneeailoc. 

On the charge, that expesee had been Inanred bj Hr 
Haatinga for mating dependanla, and crating a corrupt 
iztdaeoee, brought forward on the iHh of March, Fitt 
•elected three particulani^ ta tboee alcmo which appeared 
to him, in re apw t to magnitude^ and erldeoce of criml 
oalltj to detcttod the penal proceedings of parUaaaent. 
These were, the oonlraei for blocks in ITTD 3 the opium 
contract hi 1780 ) ' and the extraordinarj emulumentj be- 
atowed on Sir Ejre Coote. In the lint there were not 
onlj’ be ttid, reprebecatble draunstaneo*, but atroeg 
marks of eormptlon while the latter tranaactioo inrolred 
in it almost ererj species of criminality 3 a riolation of 
the faith of the C^panj a wanton abuse of power 
against s helpless ally a miaapplicatloo of the public prt> 
pertj and dleobedlence to his superiors, by a diegtaccful 
and wicked eroaloa* 

■ TWswmwvml rn«>Wf tmwtleu *Ua bClrUatKrvrk ti rm. 
tnrt eewf v l j tf thof/wH* Wa«rt». n«mrt S* Mbu k|kant 

Si ie»«7 wppTr •/ *««. nsmrt a« IM CMDria}^nli«,»hkk 

«Tn likl beU •< Vr UH srestm if Mr LUoteev •« titMr sat Wrn 

ifrmUr U tki nJr* md tt ei« wrtlre w ts sns* » r 

lBrrTtas«rT«rttWMfk«f«t«<th«Owr*wr-<l«WT«l.is<lkrmnM 
MMe Ua of rrlMlail fcwsa A Os iBAmMi •< rnwOuUrj ts 

tan* tnsurtiw ifraa'rJ •• «i »• Cifl tWi W rr^l WJ Ua? »«r« 
uttmif tanarxrTaiC ar«ia.t*»Urk Iba tSilUir 4i alla« ■ 

W sa acnair ti tbrs li tad«4«l ta (ba MmU *4 Ur Uwttan'i 

JUslnWrMkiS. 

7>a tTraiQavurMr«U»«a(rC.CaaCi«mfaarw4 tafba XistSMilr 
vbBfl tb* OrMnl *M ta OMt aM Ibar *rTa rawi ira to tftfrlur*- 
tan to Na^l, i»t tvbarWtoar-r ILuoaci *4MJn tba to to* 

iifcira U »a«Jato rakarittoe »a Ibna tmarwrii ta Mr i:. CM*a 
tor— t ka s u r JU4 Urr ***• <ft*TraUa sb to aig .f, m toni— t f i 
tax M< artn tba rmtoiffr k>ratoe tr ua totohtor^W 
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On the 2nd of April, ■when the report of the Committee BOOK VI 
on the articles of charge was brought up, it iias proposed chap i 
by Mr Pitt, that, instead of loting whether the House — " — ■ 
should proceed to impeachment, a prohmiuarj stop should ' 
be interposed, and that a committee should bo formed to 
dmw up articles of impeachment His reason i\ as, that 
on se\ eral of the particulars, contained in the articles of 
charge, he could not vote for the penal proceeding pio- 
posed, while he thought that on account of others it was 
clearly required A committee might dra'si up articles of 
impeachment, which would remoie his objections, without 
fnistrating the object which all parties professed to haio 
in "View After some httle opposition, this suggestion was 
adopted Among the names presented for the Committee 
was that of Mr Prancis Objcctiou to him was taken, on 
the score of a supposed enmity to the party accused , and 
he was rejected by a majonty of 96 to 44 

On the 25th of the month, the ai tides of impeachment 
were brought up from the Committee by Mr Burke 
They were taken mto consideration on the 9th of May 
The formerly celebrated, then Alderman, IVilkes, was a 
warm fnend of !Mr Hastings , and sti enuously maintained 
that the prosecution was uujust He said, what was the 
most remarkable thmg in the debate, that it was the 
craving and avaricious pohey of this country, which had, 
for the purpose of getting money to satisfy this inordinate 
appetite, betrayed Mr Hastings mto those of his measures 
for which a defence was the most difficult to be found. 

The remark had its foundation in truth , and it goespietty 
far in extenuation of some of Mr Hastmgs’s most excep- 
tionable acts The famous Alderman added, that a zeal 
for justice, which never recognises any object that takes 
any thing from ourselves, is a manifest pretence If Mr 
Hastings had comnntted so much mjustice, how disgi-ace- 
ful was it to be told, that not a single voice had yet been 
heard to cry for restitution and compensation to those 
who had suffered by his acts 1 The stam to which the re- 
formed patriot thus pomted the finger of scorn, is an in- 
stance of that perversion of the moral sentiments to which 
nations by their selfishness are so commonly driven, and 
which it IS therefore so useful to hold up to perpetual 
"View Among mdividuals, a man so corrupt could scarcely 



04 


msTOBY or BiUTisn m)U 

BOOK Yt Bpolft « lauigunge aiill more pwate. ■ It w« the tncanlng 
*• he ftffinsed, of the eel of 1^84, thet the Boonl of Control, 
■ if it cboeo, might eppi/ the whole rereoae of Imlia to the 

poipoece of iU defence^ wilhoot leariog to the Comreny 
ft *ingfc rnpee." 

The nae to whloh the mioleter wu. In this menner 
eboQt to cocr ef t the pa/hamra^ the oppooente of the biU 
deecribed u full of ehuxo To conrert the mahere of lav 
into the tntftp r c t erm of law was, ItaeH a cdmnnsUnce in 
the highevt degree eaaptcioQs { inrolmj in it the deet ruc- 
tion of an certainty of law and by necessary cooaetjnenco 
of an legal goremment. To coomi Into a Jodicatnre the 
Britlah parlMment, In which Induenco made the will of the 
mlnlatcr the goremlog apnng, waa jnerdy to erect an all 
pcnrerfol tnbanal, by whkh ercry {njqnitooa perpoae of 
the minlater might receire its fuldlment The aerpeotine 
path, ariileh the minister had thua opened, was adxolmhjy 
eaJenlated for the introdaetion of cre r r /modal eat mea 
ture, and iho accompUahmesl of mry detmtahle dedgn. 
He finds an object irith a Cur eerapledcn f loBi aupldoD 
asleep by Ube^ profeatlona ; frames a law in tmas iu> 
indefinite as to be cajable of streUblog to the point In 
riev watches his opportunity t and, when that arrirt*, 
«m 1U opoo an obodJeot parilamefit, to giro his ioterperU 
tfon to their words. By this managemect, mar to paJrwd, 
with little noise or olMr^tioo,nebacf]uUiUnn.sof powrr 
aa; if opmly and directly pumred, iroold at Jmtl jTodoce 
a clamour ami alarm 

When, how Ycr the epponenla of the 1 ill conlerwlej 
that the act drd not wairut the interj irtatloo which the 
legbUtnre wu r>ow calletl upon to affia { they avnmrd a 
weaker ground. They ebowed, tmlerd, that the act rf 
1 S4, was ao coolnred as to afford strong sjrp^arinccs rf 
the restricted mraniir’ from which th# mini fer wi. hrd to 
be reliered neh appearances aa piT«luml prn ral decejw 
tioa at the time;* l^t it »u imp'witle tovhew ihit ih# 
terms of the act were not ao indefinite as to li« espoble 

I Xr Tset vT rt«i vw h atOfT-* a M 

r c-c*^ 

iw ►Im*— IP 

(Wt a**« r>rr« ov Mmn » t 

{jm*^ «*t erjn** tWrt t< iU r » rw^t» W ipptt* Pw 
aruL (f 
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of an inteipretntiou '^Tlucll imohed c\orj' power of tlio BOOK VI 
Indian government chat i 

It was indeed true, that vneu a law admits of tiio 

interxirctations, it is the maxim of courts of law, to adopt 
that interpretation Aihich is most in fiuour of the iiarty 
against whom the law is supposed to oiierate In parha- 
ment, the certain maxim is, to adopt that interpretation 
which IS most fai ourahlc to the minister 

The memory of tho mmistcr-\\as well refieshed with 
descriptions of tho dreadful effects which he said would 
flow fiom the iiowers transferred to the minister by tho 
bill of Mr Fox As tho same or still greater powers were 
transferred to the minister by his own, so they were held 
in a way more alarming and dangerous Under tho pro- 
posed act of Air Fox, they would have been avowedly 
held. Under the act of M!r Pitt they w'cio held in seciet, 
and by fraud Beside the difference, between powem 
exeicised avowedly, and powers exercised imdei a cover 
and by fraud, there was one othei difteience between the 
bill of Mj Fox and that of ili Pitt The bill of Mr Fox 
transferred the power of the Company to commissioners 
appointed by parhameni The bill of Air Pitt transferred 
them to commissioners appomted by the Emg For Air 
Pitt to say that comnussioneis chosen by the parliament 
were not better than commissioners chosen by the King, 
was to say that parhament was so completely an instru- 
ment of bad government, that it was worse calculated to 
produce good results, than the mere arbitrary will of a 
King All those who asserted that tho bill of Air Pitt 
was preferable to that of Air Fox, are convicted of holdmg, 
however they may disavow, that remarkable opimon. 

The declaratory bill itself professed to leave the com- 
mercial powers of the company entire Here, too, profes- 
sion was at variance with fact The commercial funds of 
the Company were blended with the political The power 
of appropnatmg the one, was the power of appropnating 
the whole The mihtary and pohtical stores were pur- 
chased m England with the produce of the commeicial 
sales The Presidencies abroad had the power of diawmg 
upon the domestic treasury to a vast amoimt The bill, 
therefore, went to the confiscation of the whole of the 
Compan/s property It was a bill for takmg the tradmg 

VOL.y F 
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BOOK TL cf UjiwUjJe* ndbfCn nt^ntta; tb« ranDsmlntlaa t<ro«r» 

. airm vtta tboM at kaoa » dJOralM nterra W«jr* fThblaUuocr 

CHAT t. •fMlankBfwhBNur) 

„„ XDDmtCUL OUECCf, ATJML. 

17W* 10- TkctVarm lUctkici <M enn t0 Vwrme'Onmlarcatnd (.T 

tkm Tm fcr dffrajtsr cmr kM arbairM «*« nrw* 

1 1. Tlut b« TmMdRl tb* Ocncfl t» ratrr tarto tretr art rtb ^rrblHiJ 
Tnnr E*^ farthaRT«kio(tb«)«clakadtnkie(£<rt«cs U»fiu4tA 
fa-fearynn. 

It. Tbat ba to Stryitn 9 «!Btss, io« af LavrrM MaravQu- 

nu o( tb« Cawrt et Dtmtain. «aartiart >* (bar ymi Iw I>* nan*:* 

artaii that ta arkr ta r*E Ac tba ariain ao ptrrbW. ba NamH Urta 
anaat n btm^ tt I nr<rBL,Bt tm aW* b« bfft iH J iba trif 
•atta nyarttct vUh rraeu Md j« ba at« It to CMra, abicb aa an art 

of addltlMB] crtOtDolrr u t>a kaa* rtaai ha t amifc* Matin* hit* CUoa 
a-u yaafi cured by tba QitMar that pral kaa aaaord,aist ihal trarT tan 
cf (ba trattiartk* vu a HaUadlroc* of ardm tod wcq ptrd Irrort rf tra t. 

IS. Thai U fLf 0oQh**, barta* an tarmN ri Bi t il brio (ba iMn 
kttW ntmd ma dm af tba S^abebaf (ba Canadc. asd oat matTH It 
U aiOafi aa tba aarat of (ba K abob» aW ra tfoMtd bv Lisi IU4WI i 
JLrraC Aad dtat wfar* ibh **a tvrWtd by Iba C*«n af ^bmterr, bafi*- 
a bar! Ur Wltaa tnm (betr arrTtr* tTarfr* UaOryv 1* frfaar* of tt tr 
onJrrt aod aatbcrlT ur a wa a adad b<* a to rag >ry^ aa ■a b aaia.b.r at tl* 
Cavrt af tba KLzml 

14, Thai •atTttdroflBKeia Itaaaaf Ordred anraaUy to iflndjlt'e yr*. 
t hiaW y inada arta tba Bmtib Oa* ii * ai * t, m rvty t* tH dtaty af Itmo 
raarlMtd vHb Hadafta 6t*dta.rat InrMdUlelyafrfrat/dt S *<la aScat^ 
taauS air atyoB tba E«*a. w d Uf * n baa tf bS *mt*» ry vtrwiasy 
tatfrtbrrvn OQ (ba r*n •> (h Caclbb Gormraot ta Ulalr af tbrtr aTy 
tbanby dufeSluj tba baoevr *a4 tajaitey tb*rTrdit,cf (ba bddab rtTv m 

U That »a<irhhittnCD« hk a** adjBl*^ rf lU d^Sa t trvw f 
tba raaoiwy Wam* na«toy> a*i)m4 *a«Wiran af tba mrraa S f 
yrar*.sl blcbar nta tba* bad arr bar* arirdtadra ThaibaarM* 
Tklado* af tba bfiTdttary debta af tba ZnMrlxn. P varraidat'^ llW 
U**a ba ladta, Irt tba laWi I* Cm* ter S'* yrant M t* r«rlr»ra-1S I 
yedUra erdm af (I Oaart af I dmia a. dial *• (*rM »i« t( rrad R 

saamal ataaval af aea lae ef raraai, Bivi laal r* aaiKra •rmal af r- I W m 

af farraaa aba*U baU U*4 I* kna. cr tf fina arrariry t afVr bra-rn ba 
•Board hi aa* BaU* (a ftraa l«*d fa da rtraat af UifTt«* lan rf rvifat 
yar aBOEn taA iba* by maawd arfFrUtnaa la iba mM tf rir r* f d 
ram aai, ba dU baraaa tad aC at Ita Mb finarti, ad fotny Q fn yi 
yrmra ptfartr cad all ratLlrora ta fta food fallb, yrtarr] kt. aM J fOa 
•f da ffrdfb Oarrrnaaat. 

It. Thu ba a** taitTraf btfb aArra W iMfi »ff ar h bl arV* 

tranakTttoaa attb (ba Bababaf l^b a# to dr«a*i. fmarwiva^ rrafr*! 
OoM. aunrkaa arraHliav b*»tatf*t tiaraa-Wati. ad t>wr| r>d fw*, 
TMln, ta arrfTt. raff* rt bad rradVat d waflkaa af Ita rrrraaaa ( ("af I 
t> trrarb af tddt (a O Xabab ba aaa«»*l»^ fa* ra rad U.»f tara* aaOar 
• yirtf »M mat af bHm.(l( }<afaJ*>ar la^rt ba badadmd N raa^ Iba 
•n^I ^ CaajABy 

jy Thata^rr b*c t» *i « * »f y SIV arravr th I b b Lb Bcrda t *J tar* 
rryacWly *rta**|r4fTd by tba Oa»ifa*a»( af SrafU M am«»d L 
Kbaa.K4.b babah af laayb) «aa arrMH b tba ratfa* trdm af Warra* 
ttwCafS •*»! Lraafil yr— >r H Cab* 4. brf« ba vn L-ad tf'-aidb-fay 
ajh4 »Mdka4Tdatafard atOaal tiW TbaJ b aatbaaVy aa raarTa* af O* 
Baa baf Dram. t*4 BbaadMafibaP Va *Mrr^a*TT*4 H W«*ar rro^ 

Vfcaaa tf d kat* aad »aM d U radar f trrXrTj »Tfa*«kr 

iM^alb af Oa daOaa aa« Wfaad la baa Tba4 ^ II Uar'al tin* 
hbM *aa fc ^ fi nt d af nary rbarfa ad*,'** b^n aa4 *m raat'rrj fa I 
a^^aa tftrttrtf tba Caart af laraabra. Warn* llaarv^a adfb r f "**! 

tSa yratrUPal Iba JUMvai waa<.a*ral b» Baaad* baaa f 
aad bra Da C>^ bda.* katuad |a« na r*m a'V* H llib***at t fd 
bXta D A wttarCy ftadrTaS m aaaary by r>a bar -*r^y af Pa P M 
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Ion" resisted tlielr orders, his support of Ariinnj" BcRnm lm^Ing been secured BOOK VI 
b^ cormpc means. Tliat in other matters afTcctinB the Xnbob, lio also cserelscd 
undue and mlschlcrons Interference, b\ which the affairs of tho Court of CHAP i 
ilnrshedabad liad fallen Into c'ctrcmc disorder and distress 
IS That in contradiction to tlio safe, just, and honourable pollcj of tho i-qq 
C ourt of Directors, tvhlch, w hllst it forbad their po\ emment enpaping in any 
measure for the e.'ctension of tiic anthoritj of Shah Alcm, enjoined that ho 
should be treated ^vith fricndslilp good faith, and respectful attention, 'W nrren 
Hastings did unite trltli the Captain General of tlio Jralimtfa State, called 
Madajec Sindla, in designs against tlic fow remaining territories of tho Jlogul 
Emperor and that vrhilst he sent an agent to Delhi, and carried on intrigues 
with tho King and his ministers, tending to Ins oh c tlio Company in renewed 
hostilities he did all along concur with the Mohrattas In their designs against 
the said King and his ministers, under the treacherous pretext of supjiorting 
the authorit) of tlie former agnliist tho latter and did contriso and eflcct tlio 
min of them all, hating In slew one onlj object tlic aggrandisement of tho 
lately hostile, and alwats dangerous, power of tlio Malirattas, whicli lie pur- 
sued bj means highit dishonourable to the Itrllisli character for honour, 
justice, candour, plain-dealing, moderation, and humanltj 

19 That althongli it was lilghl) improper to publisii letters or papers in 
defence of measures imder tlio consideration of the Court of Directors, w Itiiont 
their consent, ^Varrcn Hastings published a narratho of his transactions at 
Benares without leave had, in order to prcoccupt tlic minds of tlieir servants, 
and ensure a factious countenance and support and that upon tho communi- 
cation to him of the resolutions of the Court disapproving of his proceedings, 
he did write and cause to be printed and piibllshtd, a certain false, insolent, 
mailcious, mid seditious libel, purporting to be a letter from him to the Court, 
and calculated, ns the) remark, to bring upon them odium and contempt, and 
excite a spirit of disobedience to the lawful government of this nation In India, 
through all ranks of their sen ice 

ADDITIONAL CHARGES, SSth APRIL 

20 That although IV Hastings pronounced the war entered Into bv tho 
Bombay Government with tlic JIahrattas, to be unseasonable, impolitic, unjust, 
and imnnthorizcd, and sent an envov to conclude peace, vet he afterwards 
sanctioned the violation of tho article upon which its establishment depended, 
and by concurring in the support given b) the Bomba) Government to tho 
unjustifiable pretensions of Ragoba, a person universally held In abliorrcnco 
in the Mahratta empire, prevented the conclusion of tho treaty, and that ho 
was therefore specially and princlpall) answerable for the war that followed, 
with all tho expense, distress, and disgraces which attended It That being 
finally obliged to conclude peace, Warren Hastings did consent to articles 
highly disadvantageous to the Company, and dishonourable to the British 
cliaracter, by conceding every object for which the war had been imdcrtaken, 
and abandoning to the vindictive resentment of tho Mahrattas, tho princes w ho 
had been our allies — such as the Rana of Gohud, the Nabob of Bhopal, and 
Futt) SlngGuicowar That ho embarrassed tho negotiations by employing 
different ministers to treat, evincing an cagemess highly detrimental to tho 
Interests of the English, and originating not in any sincere desire for tran- 
qunuty, but the purpose of engaging tho India Company in a new war with 
Hyder Ally, and making the Malirattas parties thereto and tliat upon the 
conclusion of peace with Tippoo by tho Government of Fort St George, rati- 
fied by that of Bengal, during the absence of Warren Hasting at Lucknow , ho 
did endeavour, at the Interested instigation of the Nabob of Arcot to impose 
additional articles in favour of the Nabob, to the imminent peril of a renew al 
of the calamities and dangers of the war 

21 That in defiance of the Act of Parliament commanding the obedience of 
the Governor-General and Council to tho orders of the Court of Directors, 
and in disregard of positive orders from the Court, that the correspondence 
with the Princes or country powers, although carried on by the Governor- 
General, should be communicated to the Connell, and ultimately to the Court, 

Warren Hastings in sundry Instances concealed from his conned the corre- 
spondence carried on by him with tho princes of India, and wlthlield from 
the Court copies of the correspondence, and the proceedings thereon, for 
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DOOK VL plained. lie ftDmieJ to tE© rerj opprobnod U.n^_VT 
ctiAT n. with which a pml eUt© pn«tiier had l«c<Ti tnaU Hr* 
~ - hotheaded Uwjer of former time*, *aJ m( 1 , *11.1 

fcndaat hoi been loaded with tenui cf aaeh calutatir *r>I 
rep roa ch, which toaeo the date of ‘'ir Walter lUlel b »fr» 
DCTtr at the lar of Ihu IIoow" J(r lov iatn 
rupted him and raid, tlul,tT*tcd with* prat iru t ly ll r 
lIotL*e of C< n)txinn.\ be ctxihl no nt and hear *□ h )i»* 
£pi«gi« applied to aa accnailion which that Hcxiv* in ll 
{rroi^ecntioa of Wgh crime#', hiii famed to tiie Lar o' tic 
cmnrelcnt coart. 
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able leugtb, tlie order of proceeding contended for by the BOOK VI 
la'wyei’s and bis pi oposition was adopted -without a dm- chap ir 

Sion The business of the Court ou the 22nd -was opened 

by the Lord Chancelloi, proclaiming, “Gentlemen, I have 
in charge to inform j ou, that you are to produce all your 
evidence, in support of the prosecution, before Mi Hastings 
IS called upon for his defence ” 

The histonau, -who is not bound by the opinion, either 
of the Judges, or of the piosocutois, is called upon to try 
if he can discover the decision -which is pronounced by 
reason upon the facts of the case 
It -will not, surely, admit of dispute, that a question -wiU 
be decided most correctly, when all the evidence which 
bears upon it is most fully present to the memory, and oveiy 
part of it receives its due portion of regard As httle will 
it admit of dispute, that two things contribute to that just 
appreciation of evidence, namely, recent delivery, and free- 
dom from the mixture both of other evidence not bearing 
upon the point, and of other questions distmcting the at- 
tention The truth of every affirmation is best seen, when 
the mind, as exempt as possible from every thought, 
applies the proof immediately to the pomt which is in dis- 
pute confronts the affirmative -with the negative en- 
dence , adjusts the balance, and decides There cannot 
be a question, that foi the purpose of ascertaimng the 
truth, of estimatmg the e-vidence correctly, and amvmg at 
a decision conformable to the facts, as they took place, the 
com-se recommended by the managers was the proper 
course As httle can it be doubted, that for the purposes 
of la-wyer-craft , for all the advantages to be gained by the 
suppression of e-ndence, by the loss of it from the me- 
mory, by thro-wmg the Judges mto a state of confusion 
and perplexity, when the mind becomes passive, and allows 
itself to be led by the ad-viser who seems most confident in 
his o-wn opmion , the couise successfully contended foi by 
the lawyers, was infimtelythe best The course recom- 
mended by the managers, was most favourable to an inno- 
cent defendant, to the man for whose advantage it is that 
truth should be correctly ascertamed The course success- 
fully contended for by the la-wyers -was most favourable to 
a guilty defendant, to the man for whose advantage it is 
that the -truth should not be correctly ascertamed. 
voiu V a 
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the small portion of additional labour, and tbo small por- BOOK VI 
tion of additional time, requisite for hearing more than cuat n. 
once the same article of cAndence, may bo counterbalanced — __ 
by a small advantage afforded to the discovery of truth 
Besides, ivhen the Judges, after the lapse of years, came to 
pronoimco a separate judgment upon each of the charges, 
it -svas absolutely necessary for them, either to repeat to 
themselves the evidence as often as repetition was neces- 
sary, or so far to decide inthout evidence.’ 

A protest, on the subject, weU worthy of a place in the 
history of this trial, was entered on the Journal of the 
Lords 

• This reasoning is full of fallacies Tlio main nrgnment Is, that prompt 
decision ensures perfect recollection of tho cvidcnco, hut hat Judge ever 
trusts to his memory for tlic appreciation of evidence, unless it bo verj brief 
and*simple, and applicable to a caso ■nhich can at once bo decided , for what 
memory can nccnratcl> retain manj and complicated partlenlars, asserted by 
a number of vntnesses during a long and dcsultorj examination, continued 
during man) successive da)^, and often suspended for man) days ? There 
svas In Hastings’ Trial, no such thing as '* recent” delivery of tho testimony, f 

there was no posslbUit) of pre; anting its escaping, to a vcr> material extent, 
from the recollection Ifo conscientious person could have founded a decision 
upon it as it was heard Ho ■would have weighed it, and pronounced judg- 
ment Upon it as It was recorded But if it Is ncccssai^ for tho ends of Justice, 
and that It Is so, no person can (luostlon, that evidence should be recorded, 
the recollection of It becomes a matter of indifference We are ns competent 
at this time to cxomlne Its bearing, and determine tho amount of its proof, ns 
the persons who actually listened to its utterance Again, as to nnotlier chief 
argument — tho advantage of examining the proofs of each charge separately 
In detail — It is evident, from the minutes of the evidence, that such a course 
would have been most unfavourable to the clicltmcnt of truth The circum- 
stances of tho principal cliargcs were Inscpnrabl) connected with each other, 
and to have passed Judgment on one, 'witliont investigating bofli, would have 
excluded the Judges from tho cognizance of much that was indis^nsablo to a 
comprehensivo view of either TTic managers, themselves, admitted this most 
unequivocally, when they abandoned a number of specific charges, bccanso 
they wore “ partly involved In others previously investigated ” Tho cliarges 
assailed the whole of the intentions and tho acts, and tho general character of 
the administration of Hastings, through a scries of years , and it was abso- 
lutely necessary to look at them together, to Judge of them indlvldnally A 
different procedure, a piece-meal investigation, would have been open to tho 
objections so justly taken to such a course in tho preface, and would havo 
exemplified the apologue of the blind men and the elephant 

As to tho arguments of tho managers, they, like all the sophistical reason- 
ings of public debaters, vvero adapted to a particular object, ard not founded 
on general pnnciples Of this a very remarkable and irrefutable proof is 
afforded by the conduct of Mr Fox, who on this occasion stood foremost in 
advocating a decision upon the charges soverall) Unfortunately for his con- 
sistency, he had notvery long before maintained tho opposite doctrine “ Ur 
Secretary Fox perfectly agreed In the method proposed by the learned lord, 
and advised the Hon. Baronet (Sir Thomas Hnmbold) to postpone his defence 
until he heard every thing that could be alleged against him ” — Debates on 
Charges against Sir T Kumbold, 29th April, 1782, Parliamentary EOst xxU 
1816 It may be said that there was no Inconsistency In this. Fox wishing in 
one instance to screen, in the other to convict This Is true — but it is not 
calculated to inspire us with any respect for arguments that take their colour 
from personal interests and feelings, not from a love of truth or reverence for 
Justice,— W. 
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less magnitude, extent and variety, than the piosont, this BOOK VI 
House has directed the iiroceedings to bo accoidmg to onAr. ir 

the mode now proposed by the managei-s on the part of — 

the Commons 

“5th Because, even if no precedent had existed, yet 
from the new and distmguishing circumstances of the 
present case, it would have been the duty of this House 
to adopt the only mode of proceeding, which, founded 
on simplicity, can ensure and prevent con- 

fusion 

“ 6th Because we concen e, that the accepting the pro- 
posal made by the Managers would have been no less 
consonant to good p)olicy than to substantial justice, since 
by possessmg the acknowledged right of pi ef erring their 
articles as so many sucoessiic Impeachments, the Commons 
Bave an undoubted power of compelling this House in 
future virtually to adopt that mode which they now iccom- 
mend , and if they should ever be driven to stand on this 
extreme right, jealousies must unavoidably ensue between 
the two Houses, whose harmony is the vital pnuciple of 
national prospenty , public justice must be delayed, if 
not defeated , the innocent might be harassed, and the 
guilty might escape 

“TtL Because many of the reasons upon which a dif- 
ferent mode of conductmg their prosecution has been im- 
posed upon the Commons, as alleged in the debate upon 
this subject, appear to us of a Btdl more dangerous and 
alarming tendency than the measure itself, forasmuch as 
we cannot hear but with the utmost astonishment and appre- 
hension, that this Supreme Court of Judicature is to be 
concluded by the instituted rules of the practice of infenoi 
Courts, and that the law of Parliament, which we have 
ever considered as recognised and reverenced by all who 
respected and imderstood the laws and the constitution 
of this country, has neithei form, authority, nor even exist- 
ence , a doctrme which we conceive to strike directly at the 
root of all parliamentary' proceeding by impeachment, and 
to be equally destructive of established nghts of the 
Commons, and of the onnunal jurisdiction of the Peers, 
and consequently to tend to the degradation of both 
Houses of Parliament, to dimimsh the vigour of pubhc 
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Haecoub:^ 

Lhqejibh.* 

Aftor withdnving for a few minnies to delibercte, th« 
CttitigerB for the Oommons submitted to the deoaion of 
of tho Lords, sod procoedod to the inrestig&tian npon the 
flnt of the ohergBS that reUtxog to the cooduot of the 
defendant towtrd the of Bensra, OheTte Smg. Ur 
Fox eddreoMd the Coort ts sccoser and Ur Qiej f^oired 
him the coooeediDg daj Ihis was the eighth da^ of Ihe 
trial and time via coosumed in beeiing eridenoe, vith 
disputes mised about da adrrrfaiinn or esdosios, from tW: 
till the 13th, vhen Ur Anstnrther summed up, and eom> 
msnted upon the matter adduoed. Of the ertdence or 
the obeernboca which it v^ attended, both for the 
xurn—tifm tod the dsfeoo^ as it is hoped that the pre- 
tWImg namtire has already comztniniested a just eoccep- 
tion of the Ihota, a repetHaon would be attended vltb bt 
tie adrsntage and tbe inddents hj vhleh the coarse of 
the proceedings via affected will appear in most ports of 
the trial, to inolode nearlj the whole of what tbe further 
eluodatlan of this niemoimble tnnaoUon roquina. 

On tho Sffth of February which was the elereoth day 
of the tnAI, Ur Bann, a w itneas profes nn g forgetfolnem, 
or speaking indeterminately on a point on which be ap> 
pea^ to the managers to hare ipoken more determL 
nately when prerioualj examined before the House of 
ComiooQa, was inteoogated as to the tenor of his eri 
dmee on that preoeding orrstVsi, The bamsten^ of 
ooansel for the (l^ccdant, had cariHed eereral times before 
at the questions of the aecuseii. They now made a regular 
stand. 

Ur Iaw and Ur Flomeo’ argued, that a party ibooM 
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not be allowed to i)ut any questions tending to lessen tbo BOOK ^'l 
nredit of bis own witness. Their reasons wore, that such chap u 
a. pioceeding was not allowed in tho courts of law, that if — — 
the party beheved his witness unworthy of credit, ho acted 
fraudulently, in proposing to take tho bencfat of his evi- 
dence, if favourable , to destroy his credit, if tho reverse , 
and that such an inquisition is a hardship to the man 
upon whom it is imposed 

The managers foi tho Commons contended, that such 
a question as they had put was conformable to the prac- 
tice both of tho courts of law, and of tho high com t of 
parhament , as appeared by the tnal of Lord Lovat, by 
the permission given to put leading questions to a reluc- 
tant witness, and the practice in the courts of law of ques- 
tiomng a witness as to any deposition ho may have made 
on the same subject in a court of eqmty that most of 
the witnesses, who could bo summoned upon this trial 
were persons whoso prejudices, whose mtorests, whose 
feehngs, weie all enhsted on the side of the defendant , 
and who would not, if they could help it, tell any thmg to 
his prejudice and that hence, in all cases similai to this 
the privilege for which they contended was essential to 
justice * 

It 13 evident from former reasonmgs, that the farst and 
principal plea of the lawyers is altogether foreign to the 
question, and deseives not a moment’s regard A contrary 
pi-actice was universal m the comls of law What then ? 

The question of the ivise man is, not what is done m the 
courts of law, but what ojcght to be done 

Witnesses would suffer by sustammg the proposed m- 
quisition But surely mqmsition is not a worse thing, 
performed by one, than performed by another party In- 
quisition 13 performed upon every witness by the cross- 
examination But if mquisitioii is to be performed, what 
objection is there to givmg truth the benefit of it ? Why 
confine it to one of the parties ? 

We now come to that plea of theirs which alone has 
any obscunty m it A party ought not to bring a wit- 
ness, whose testimony is unworthy of trust To this two 

1 Jlinutei of the Trial of Warren Hastings, MS The reader may, hoiverer, 
tjonsult the printed History, ut supra, which differs in nothing material froiii 
the original document in mj hands 
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BOOK VL^tliingB tro to b« givni In tnawor First, he msy bi4ng 
mip n. $. irltueM, itot knowing th*t he Is tmworthj of trmt. 
■ — ' — Secondly ha may bring a wrineBS, knowing that he la •rery 
1788. imperfeotly worthy of trust, becaaae he has none that is 
better 

If a party brings a witnaMi, expecting that be will apeak 
the imtb, but finds that he otters fUaehoo^ he is with- 
out rsaouroe, onle« he is permitted to ebow that what is 
nttersd is ftleehood, or at any rate deetitote of sorne of 
the reqolcita seoniitles for troth. Upon these terms, a 
man need only be admitted a witnesi, to defeat, wlian he 
pleaaes, the oaose of josUoe. This li to 'Shnt op one of 
the doors to the disooreiy of truth and whatcTarin Judl 
catore shuts up any of the docui to the disoomy of truth, 
by the same operstkn opens a door to the entranoe of 
i^ipiity Let os iaqabe what danger can arise from the 
pillage to whioh t^ lawyers objeot. If the testimony 
is really true, to scwatinixs Is the way to oonfinn, not 
weaken ft. If the aredfbOlty of the w^e« is good, the 
more completely it o exploit the mere certainly will its 
goodneBi appear Make the meet tm&Toorahle suppose 
tion that a party brings a wilnasi^ expecting ffisnd^ty 
and, finding trotl^ endearouxs to impair his credii ThU 
is a pQBsibIs oaae let oa aee what happens. All that a 
party otn do to weaken the credit of a witness, is to point 
out facts whioh show him to be capable of m aridity 
The credibility of a witnesB is either strong or weak. If 
si ni tig ^ the attempts of a party who stands In the relotkic 
of a snmmoning party lo dsta'sot from it, can hardly erttr 
hare any other efiect th«ti to ccofirm it, and cut so^aon 
on his own If weak, he can only show the truth, 

which ought always to be shown j and if It appears, that 
be brought a wibieai, known to be mendsdous, whciao 
be dlsoloses only when be speaks the truth, In 
fbU rwi too he affords preaomptian against iumsell Eren 
when a witness, who hu a character for meodaoity spooks 
the truth, it is fit that his character should be made 
•known to the judga. It is not enough that one of the 
partiM happens to know the confarmity between the tea- 
thnony and the faeta. The satislaetion of tho puhllo la of 
niota importance than that of an indlTidoil and tor the 
latlifiction of the publlc^it is necertarytbat oil therctiuL 
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site securities for tlie discovery of tiuth sliould liave been BOOK YI 
employed chap ii 

It very often happens, that the only witness to bo bad — ;;; 

IS a mendacious and reluctant witness , a partner, foi 
instance, m tbo enme Justice may yet bai o some cbance, 
if the paity whoso interest it is that the truth should bo 
discovered is allowed the use of all the most efficieut 
instruments of extinction But if his witness declai cs, foi 
example, that he does not recollect, and the party is not 
allowed to adduce evidence to show that it is impossible 
he should not recoUect, a witness of such a desciiption has 
a licence put into his hand to defeat the ends of justice 
It IS thus abundantly evident that tho honest suitor has 
often tho greatest possible occasion foi tho power of discre- 
diting his own witness, and must bo defeated of his nghts 
if deprived of it Let us see what possible evil a dishonest 
smtor can effect by bemg possessed of it Ho wishes, for 
example, to prove the existence of a fact which never had 
existence , and he bungs a man whom he expects to swear 
to it, but who disappomts him Here it is plain that to 
discredit his witness does no harm , the false fact remains 
unproved Let us suppose that ho brmgs, to disproi o an 
actual fact, a witness who disappomts him In this case 
he gains as httle by discrediting his witness , the tiue fact 
IS not in the least by that means disproved But these 
two are the only possible sets of cases, to which for a frau- 
dulent purpose evidence can be adduced It appears then, 
we may almost say, demonstratively, that the power of 
discrechtmg his own witness may very often mdeed be of 
the utmost importance to the honest suitoi, can nevei, or 
almost never, be of any use to the dishonest one It is a 
power, therefore, essential to the ends of justice * 

The Lords, however, m confoimity with the wishes of 
the lawyers, and with a grand lawyer at their head, having 
adjourned to their own chamber for the purpose of deli- 
beration, opened the business, the day on which the court 
was next convened, by informing the managers for the 
Commons, that it was not allowed them to put the ques- 

' For a specimen of just ideas on this, and other parts of the subject of 
evidence, see an nntinlshed vrorh, entitled “Rationale of Evidence, by J 
Bentham, Esq ” For a complete elucidation, the public must ivalt for tliat 
more voluminous production, tvhlcli he announced ns nearly prepared, so 
long ago as In the first edition of tho Letters to Lord Grenville on Scotch Re- 
form 
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■SOOK Tl'Ciigirt Tsfusa -to txmwer a quarifoo, -wUch to ot- 

aaiT u. miiuito himaelt Hu* is * r^e, wiiloh if tidsTBi, robbeni, 
and murderer*, were jthe maJcErs of law one woold not bo 
earprioed »t flodlng in fbroo end repute. Tb»t the pcreoD- 
Mgea 'by-vhom it ma oeteMahed, wished the dsaoonry of 
guHt, it Is not eM 7 to behere for bo isr t* it opentes, the 
impomtj of tho crlmin*! is secored. 

On the 30th dmy of llsy thirty first of the trill, the 
eridenoe for the pr ou e cio ticm <U) the subject of the BegamB 
wu ^ooed and, on the ibllawing, Hr Shsndsn began to 
{neant the now of it which ho wished to imprint upon 
the minds of the jodges. Four dsya wsre ocoopded m the 
deirreij of the ^teeoh sod this part of the biatnesB ns 
oonohided on the I3th of Jtme^ when tho Lord* u^joaroed 
to the first Tueadsy in the nsii eessum of p*rfTn><^L 
Befcus the time which was dewtinwl for m ■■sfrmblfng; 
the parhsmant, the s?ast ooonrrsd of the m*ntal dsrange- 
maot of the King. This dikyed the resumption of pro> 
oeedings tm the 21*t of April, ]/8£> Ozt that day the 
thirty*cixth day of the trial, the artiole of Izapetohmsnt 
relating to the reoapt of preeants, was opened by 2Ir 
Borla. Hia lotatme^te artioies ware » 

inrolTud in the quastson raspeoting the Befpuns of Dude^ 
and partly for the sn4danoe of dcby of vhZdi oomplaiota 
Were now fadu atno u a ly jeiaed axxl disponad. 

Hartog stated in his speeoh those Ueta, the first ixh- 
fo r m ation of which wu deriTvd from the fii\)a Nonocmtr 
the mantgar deoiaxed that, if the oounsel for tho clefeo- 
dant should be so ii\)adioloua as to bring forward the ood- 
Tiotian of the for ths purpose of deshroying the effect 

of tbeee charges, he would open that scene cf bktod to 
thslr lindship*’ riew and show that Mr Hastings had 
murdered Hunoomar the hands of Sir Hyih Impoy 
8ix days afterwards, that is on the S7th of April, when the 
had spoksn for two days, l&jor Scott presented 
to the House ^ Oonunona a x>etitk>a from Hr Hastings^ 
ocmplainiog that Burke had adduced tgaloib him a 
Tanety of aocasatioas extraneouj to the ohar^ found by 
that House j and sspeciaBr had cccused him of baring 
mnidared Nuncomar by the hands of Sir Elijah Impey 
Upon tho subject cf Ud* petition ssrend debate* ensued. 

I* was first disputed, whether tho petition ahoold be 
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leceived Tho mauagcis contending, that the motion ivas BOOK 
irregulai and imprecedcnted , that if every expression not chap ii 

agiceablo to tho feelings of the party accused, Mere impio- 

per in a ciimmal prosecution, it ■would ho nccessaiy foi 
cnnunal prosecutions to cease , that a practice of petition- 
ing against the accusei would rcgulaily conveit him into a 
species of defendant, and, by creating a diversion, defeat 
the prosecution of crimes , that if tho prosecutor miscon- 
duct himself m his function, it is for -the tribunal befoio 
which he offends to ammadvert upon his conduct , that 
the Commons might undoubtedly change their managei s 
if expeiience had proved them to bo unfit foi thou ofiico , 
that if the Commons, however, did not mean to withdraw 
their trust, it would bo inconsistent, by auy discrediting 
proceduie, to weaken tho hands of those who, contendmg 
■with an adversary so numerously suiTOunded, so potently 
supported, and whoso delmqucncics, by distance of iilace, 
distonce of time, complexity of matter, and difficulties of 
innumci'able sorts by which the production of evidence was 
loaded, weie to so extraordinary a degree covered from de- 
tection, had need of support, not of debilitation , and who 
required additional strength to enable them to remove the 
obstacles which separated the evidence from the facts 

The minister, and with him the mimstonal part of the 
House, observmg that the Commons had given to their 
conductors hmited powers, and that, if those conductors 
exceeded the bounds wutlnn which it was intended to con- 
fine them, it belonged to •the Commons, not the Lords, to 
impose the due restraint, earned the vote that the petition 
ought to be received 

It was agreed, that the subject of the petition should 
undergo dehberation on the 30th of the month, and that 
m the mean time the Loids should be requested, by a 
message, ■to suspend proceedmgs on the tnaL 

On the 30th, instead of proceeding to appointed deh- 
beration, the House, on a suggestion of the Chancelloi of 
the Exchequer, anxious, he said, to preserve the legulanty 
of the proceedings of the House, communicated to the 
membei whose conduct was charged (though everybody 
had seen him present at every thing which had passed), a 
formal notice, that a petition had been received, and that 
the House would take it into consideration on a day that 



HisTonr or bbihsh. didu 

BOOK VI On the 4th of l£ajr the Oomiolttee reported th»t »pre- 
caiAr It oedant ei»o% In point wsa not to be fixmi A qaeefaon 
” thm Tns r»a»od, nhethor the eiKmnafaon of the ihcnt 

hind •wnter ihoold extend to the 'rrholo of the ipeech, or 
so much of it on^ es wms the subject of complaint. ‘TV 
monagera ooniended forihe vhola. Hr Fitt spered not 
upon them either earcmcms or imputations Ihe queeticc, 
urged to a dfrliion, vent of oourse with the mimstar 
The word* batng prorod, which Mh Btrrfco had begun 
with oottrfeadng, It was mored, * IVt no direction, or 
autboritj was given bj tb>a House, to bring u a charge 
against Hr. Hastings, or to impute to bim, the oondai^ 
nation and exacutdon of Kuncomar. l£r Htt described 
the motioii, as a neoeasBrj atenement which the House 
owed to Hr Hasttngs for charging hnn with murder j at 
the same time diartWmtng aQ intentian of throwing blame 
on the managen. Mr Pox bad not muoh objection to the 
motion, as it imphed no oenaore on 2dr Jfarhs^ nor re- 
fftrained bim In ftrtur e freon «Abiring the facta but be 
threw out Bg&inat the znimster as haviiig 

behed his prufeadoos of fumeas and impartialitT' j and 
ooQieoded that it wae inocnodftexit with the honocr and 
joatiae of the House to leave men to struggle with a dut^- 
whom they found unequal its disohazge that In 
proving a onma, it was etfeotial to the ends of Juatioe to 
be allowed to a^ooe ev er y relerant fret that it wta no 
matter whether the fret waa mnooent or criminaJ and 
that in courts of law tbemselvca, it waa a rule to admit 
one crime as evidenoe to prove another a greater crime 
as evidenoe of a Ion i murder for example^ aa proof of a 
fraud. 

He. Shsridan represented that he had used the same 
words a year befcao, when no notioe waa taken of them 
>fr Hasttngs was famniar with the Imputatioa of 
cauxiDg the death of Honcoenar for in his defenoe ho had 
uotioed it, and repelled H by denW. With regard to the 
truth of the allegiUion, he omed upon Hr Htt to rise and 

aay if he dared, thoiNnnoomai^ if he hadnot aecosedUr 

Hastings would have died the death to which bo wai 
eipc«d. Nor waa this alL Both he and Me. Fox de- 
clared, tliat if they hadoccaaicnln the course of the trial 
to fpesh of the death of Nancnmar thoywcnld 
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speak of it lu terms exactly the same with those which TOOK A'l 
Mr Burke had employed emvp ii 

iltr Pitt said, “ he disregaidcd the insmuations against 

himself, hut ho and his friends should be watchful oiei 
the conduct of the manageis, and take caio they trans- 
gressed not the directions of tho House ” 

Mr Fox replied, “that no tyi-ant oier behaved m araoie 
barbaious maunei ovei those whom ho go^elnod, noi with 
more treacheiy and fraud that the jninlcges of tho 
Commons were never more iniaded, oi endangered, within 
this century , nay, he woidd say wathin tho lost, than thej^ 
had been within these few days ” 

In consequence of this altercation, the mimstenal paity 
pioposed tomcrease thoaspentyof tho motion, b} adding, 
that the words, “he murdeied him by the hands of Sii 
Ehjah Impey,” ought not to have been spoken ilr Fox, 
nftei inveighing against tho absui dity of condemning and 
not changing the managers, pioposed tho foUowmg amend- 
ment “ Notwithstanding m a former year no notice was 
taken of the words siiokcn by another managei to the 
same effect, and that Mr Hastings m his defence had 
■consideied them as a charge, and given it a reply ” Upon 
Ins mtimating veiy plainly his behef, that the ministerial 
party, aftei findmg it convenient to vote for the impeach- 
ment, weie now at work to defeat it of its end, and 
through the medium of a courtly censure, meanly to con- 
vey sentiments w^hich they were afraid or ashamed to 
avow. Colonel Phipps rose to order, descnbmg the woids 
which had been utteied, as words not fit for that assembly, 
and which would not be tolerated in any other place Tins 
bemg treated by IMr Fiancis as an mdecent menace, and 
receiving a seveie reply from Mr Fox, strangers, that is 
the pubhc, as if something were about to occur which it 
was not good the pubhc should know, were turned out 
Upon their admission, after an hour’s exclusion, Mr 
Pitt was repeatmg Ins former arguments , to which, aftei 
]\Ir Fox had made a reply, the House called impatiently 
for the question Mr Fox’s amendment was negatived 
without a division,! and the original motion wuth its 

There can he no doubt of tho proprioty of tha decision The nccuaatlon. 

Tvas of too serious a nature to be thrown out at random, merely to create a 
prejudice against the accused, In the minds of those who were sitting In 

VOL.T H 
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HISrOBT OP BSmSH TWDTA. 

BOOK VL Knandment pMsod hj » nujorltj of 133 to akty-ilx. 
CHIP n. This m followed "by • motion for a rota of to the 

— — managoiB j birt that wm treated as promatarev tnil re- 
1789. giated by a vote for the pTevJoni question. 

The trial wm resumed hj the lijrda on the fith of Uty 
•when llr Burke contimx^ hie opening ipeech on the 
oharge relathig to presents. He annotmoed with grot 
dignity the proceedings wMoh had pVe 1 q the 

House of Common^ and the restriotioDa whioh they had 
imposed upoQ him with re^ird to the death of Honoomar 
at the same time deotarh:^ that he had need the word 
sucrd^ only because he ooald not find $, B^tmger 
the opinion of which that word was the cxpresdon, was 
the result a nine yean laboncms inquiry and that it 
would bo tom from him only with ha life. On the 7th, 
which was the next day of the tnai, he oonduded his 
speech. It was kft to the manigen either to prodooe 
evidence on that part of the charge which Hr Bi^e had 
opened, or to go ou to that, the opemng of which waa 
reserred to another speakur and the first was the mode 
which they prefaged. 

On this a^ole of the impeachment, it will be neoeaeary 
mther more thAn on the fonsor artdole^ to enter Into the 
pertiaalarB of the eridenoe first, because^ in the history 
of the goremmeot and people, it was fit to oonfine the 
narrattre to emiti of whioh the oo pse quenoea were im- 
portant to the goremmeni and people, of oompli 

rttfing jt With quectionB which hjui little reference beyond 
the oharaoter of an iodlvidoal and, secandly because at 
fhM stage, a variety of queetlcca, co the admHeioD or 
#iTnTnrinn of evidsDoe^ srute quQstiocw, the opemtioa of 
which eitandedCar beyond the limlta of any iingie Inquiry 
and of which, without a fcnowiedge of the drcumstances, 
a duo ooDoeption oamiot be obtained 

The question, whether the defendant had or had not 
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received presents corruptly, ivas dmdcd into tvo paits BOOK VI 
The first related to tho presents, alleged to ha^o been chap n 

received previously to the arrival of Cla\ering, Jlonson, 

and Francis, the receipt of ■which Mr Hastings had not 
voluntarily disclosed , the second related to tho presents 
•which he had received when Clareiing and Monson vero 
dead, one just before, tho rest after tho dcpaituro of Mr 
Francis for Em ope, presents -which, after a time, ho con- 
fessed that ho had roceu cd, and -which he said ho icceued 
not for his own use, but that of tho Companj 

The principal object of tho managers in tho first part of 
the inqmry was to piove, that tho aiipointment of Muniiy 
Begum to the oflaco of Naib Subah was a corrujit aiipoin^ 
ment, made for the sake of the bribes -with which it was 
attended 

The first part of tho proof was to show thst the choice 
of Munny Begum was so improper and absuid, that as no 
good motive could bo assigned for it, so tho receipt of 
bribes was the only rational one it was possible to find 

First, the duties of tho office of Naib Subah, ns dc- 
senbed by Mr Hastmgs himself, wore numerous and 
important , and such as could not bo neglected oi misper- 
formed, -without tho deepest injury, not only to tho 
population of the country, but to tho !^t India Company 
itself In the long hst of those duties, weie tho adminis- 
tration of justice and police, of which tho Haib Subah was 
not, like our kmgs, tho more nominal head Tho actual 
performance of a considerable portion of the business of 
penal judicature (for the civd was mostly attached to the 
office of Dewan), was resoned to him , and tho portion so 
reserved was the high and govemmg portion , witliout 
"which the rest could not at all, or very imperfectlj, go on 
The same was the case with the police, of w'hich he was 
the prmcipal organ The conduct of all negotiations, and 
execution of treaties, that is, tho charge of aU the external 
relations of the state, though, leally, as the agent of the 
Company, was ministerially vested in him. Nor was the 
administration of aU that related to the person and family 
of the Nabob, who, though in a dependent condition, 
still maintamed the appearance of sovereignty, a matter 
of which the performance was as easy as it might seem to 
be familiar 
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HISTOBT OF BnmSH INDIA 

DOOK TL evvry diabnrwiDent i»** nude, tod notimw -ns ei 

<3ur tL. Mbited in tboae toootmtB bat gwiertl rtatenwiiii of to 

nnwh expended, while it -jneaweirtaiiied-tluf Ur Hutings 

J*® given no ordera egroeeblj to the eonmunds of the 

Xhreotor^ and that inaocGnunae prevailed in the state' 
menta that were gfron a atrcrngpreeamptionwaa -thereby 
created agalnat the GororDor-Gencrai, becanse he had thm 
prcrrided a grand channel throogh which the corrent of 
preaenta might flow mtn hu pooketa, withont the neeesaf^ 
of an entry aaSolent to detect them in any hooka cif 
aoooont. After the statement of this presnmptlcc, the 
managers proceeded to the exhiUbco of direct testimony 
that bnbea were reoervod hy ilr Haalingi, fca* the appomt- 
menfc both of Mtmnjr Begtnn and her sebordiDates. Ther 
began with the infbnnation rooeh-ed from the R(\|a Nnnoo- 
mar that l£r Hastfngs bad accepted apreseot of two lacs 
and a half from lfani 7 Begum frr appolntiDg her Begeirt 
doring the minority ci the Nabob and a prosaot of one 
ko from for appomting hu eon, the Gtmrdan^ 

steward tsider Uno^ Begom The dooazcNqita prodoeed 
wert the Uhmtai of OonsuHotloQ of the Freeident and 
Cotmmi tt Cakmtta. The reading waa not Inter ru p t ed 
till it oame to the eramiinttloa ^ the Hfk, before the 
CotnujU, on the enbject of the chargee which he had pre- 
ferred The learoed coansal repreacoited that it ooght 
not to be rood, first, because it was not upon oath 
Soooodly beoaoae H was taken in the absence of Hr 
Hastmgs Thirdly bcoaose tt was not before a oomjietant 
jtmsdictlan Fourthly beoanse the wm afterwards 
coDTioted of a forgery oonunitted before the date of the 
axamio&tioQ. Oq the objection as to the want of on ooth, 
tt was ahown to hare been the practice of Ur Hasting* 
to avail birrmwlf of the allegation that an oath was not a 
requisite to the testimony of a noble Hindu, of whose 
religian It was a breaett Beedes, tt con, on reflection, bo 
regarded by nobody as adding anything ooiuideTnhle end 
may perhape, be with jnatlce, regarded as adding nothing 
at all to the •seimtica for truth, to compel a man, who 
otherwise would certainly aflirm a He to the Jud^ to 
perfonn a short religions ceremony beforehand- In the 
ease of the man, who otherwise would not tell a He to the 
judge, the oeth eridontly la of no nee whatertr Further 



TRIAL OF HASTINGS 


105 


testiTncmy admits of degrees , one testimony lias so many LOOK YI. 
of the securities for tnith, another has so many less, emu ai 

another fewer stiU , the value of each is estimated by the 

judge, and even the lowest is reckoned for what it is 
worth So, when the oath is v anting to an article of tes- 
timony, it IS only one of the secuntics that is v anting , 
and the testimony may he worthy of the highest possible 
credit on other accoimts As to the objection drawn 
from the absence of Mr Hastings, it was treated as not 
merely unreasonable, but impudent TThy was SIi Hast- 
mgs absent ? Because he determined not to bo present 
and if a man is thus allowed to fabricate by his own act 
an objection to evidence, and then to employ it, ho is 
above the law The objection to the competence of the 
jurisdiction was founded upon a disallowed assumption, 
that the Council, after it met, was dissolved by the simple 
fiat of the President, though the majority, whose vote was 
bmdmg, determined it V as not As to the conviction of 
Nuncomar, the managers declared that they were only 
restramed by the authoiity of those whom they rcpie- 
sented from assertmg that it was a conviction bi ought 
about for the very purpose to which it was now applied, 
the suppression of evidence against ilr Hastings I shall 
add, that the rule upon which the objection was founded, 

IS pregnant with the same sort of absurdity and mjustice 
with the other rules of exclusion, examples of which we 
have already beheld If a man has committed a crime, 
ought he therefore to be endowed with the privilege of 
conferrmg impunity on every ciime committed in his 
presence, provided nobody sees the action but himself ? 

The evidence of the greatest criminal is of so much im- 
portance, that pardon is commonly granted to any one of 
a combmation who gives evidence agamst the lest 
Upon the whole, with legard to this document, it is 
most obvious to vemark, that it is contrary to the natui e 
of things to suppose that evil should have ansen from 
hearing it read , because eveiy observation which would 
tend to show how httle on the one side, or much on the 
other, was its value as an article of evidence, it was the 
business of the parties to present , and this the Lords were 
surely as competent to determine as the still more impor- 
tant questions which it behoved them to decide When 
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histobt 0^ BEmsa ikdia- 

a fiT i Dunr d the ted, pmnonnnod it to be tho gad of llmuy 
L BegonL peraoD, whoae obgraotar and. rank 

- Ha^bngs pkoed rtaj hiftfa, had gtflt4sd m this letter her 
having gfren a laigb gom of motley to Me. Saating* foe 
Bpi«inting her regent doting the minority of the Nabob. 
The tfridezue of thia letter the managers propoaed to 
addnee. The ooonael for the priaoiwr objected The 
groond of tbe objection trai^ that the letter vas recorded 
m thoee mlnotas of the congoltation of the 13th of 
March, which the Ooort bad reftiaed to admit. Tie 
Hooae eoetaioed the ol^eotioii, and forbade the letter to 
be read.* 

The next part of the proceedings la tralj ramarkable. 
c The managers demred tha t Philip Pranoia^ might 
be called in, to prove that a letter from Mumy Bqgom to 
tbe Baja Nonectnar diargmg Mr. HaatingB with a receipt 
of three and a-hdf lao of mpeee, was delmred in to the 
OonnaQ ou the 13th ofhlareh, 1773, and that Mr Ranting* 
knew the Bagom had wnttan rooh letter The witnan 
wu not oHoi^ to speak to the oansoltatim of that day 
or to the letter The reason vai, betwnae the proceedings 
existed tn writing, the letter existed m writing and that 
which rUalf existed In writing was better evidence than 
parole teartimony to its oontenta The witzuas was not 
allowed to speak, became there existed a writing that was 
better ondonoo and that writing which was better ori- 
danoe the Ooort had detotmined they would not reoriro 1 
Tha witness wu not allowed to speak, on ths prstaxt that 
something else was better evident whils ths Oonrt iteelf 
had determiodd that the said something else was ztoi eri- 
denoestalll 

When the aoooante of Mmmy Begum, in her quality 
of Eegent, w er e oellsd for by tbe Boe^ of Oooocfl, after 
the amvil of OlaTerin^ Mopsnn, and Francia, a Urge sum 
appeared, of the mode of dispoeing of which no eiplana 
tion was given, A commfagdoD, at the head of whlra was 
Mr GcQZLg; was sent to Moonhedabad, to inquire 
Upon thia investigation wna oat the declarations of 
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Mutiny Begum, that the sum not accounted for had, at the BOOK TI 
time of vesting her with the Eegoncy, been given to Mr cuap n 

Hastmgs and his attendants Certain papers, stating the 

receipt, by Mr Hastings, of one lac and a-half of rupees, 
papers transmitted by Mr Goring to the Board at Cal- 
cutta, received by them, recorded without any objection 
on the part of Mi Hastings, and transmitted by him, still 
without objection, to the Court of Diiectors, it was pro- 
posed, by the managers, to read. The council for Mr, 

Hastings insisted that these papers were not direct evi- 
dence, as wanting the reqmsito securities of oath and 
authentication , and not circumstantial evidence, because 
no act of Mr Hastings, as reqmrcd by the Court, connected 
them with himself The Lords determined that the papers 
ought not to be read And yet that there was matter of 
evidence in papers so delivered, and that there might be, 
in the demeanour of the person whom they regarded, it is 
impossible to deny That the papers did contain the de- 
claration of LIunny Begum, was susceptible of the com- 
pletest proof That her declaration, not judicially given, 
and not subject to cros-esammation, was of much less 
value than if it had received these securities, is no less 
true , but still, as far as it was not invalidated by other 
circumstances, it was of some value, and ought to have 
been coimted for what it was worth And if Mr Hastmgs, 
instead of takmg the course which was natural to an mno- 
cent man, took that which a consciousness of guilt would 
naturally presenbe, this demeanour would be circum- 
stantial evidence against himself Instead of permittmg 
light to come m from these two sources, light of which 
the value, whatever it was, would ai>pear, when it was seen 
and examined, the Lords resolved to shut it out, without 
permitting it to be seen at all 

The managers nest offered to produce, in evidence of 
' the same facts, an ongmal Persian letter, under the hand 
and seal of the Munny Begum, signed by the Nabob, and 
transmitted by Mr Gormg to the Board- And as an act 
of demeanour, ful fillin g the condition reqmred by the 
Lords to constitute any document a link in a cham of cir- 
cumstantial evidence, they stated that Mr Hastmgs, after 
Munny Begum was freed from all influence but his own, 
never attempted to mvalidate the testimony she had 
VOIsV I 
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BOOK Tl for iwoeWng them Tho ooonjel for the dafeadint pro- 
csur n. daoed hla ob^ootlona. The nuoigcm anrwwod. The 

cooMd replied. The Lords withdrew to their ofcimher to 

daliberste. Thej sikod the opinion of the twelre judges. 
The iodgw wqcr£r«i * IfttZe time. .After sn intenniffllco 
of proowdinga from the l7th of Jtine to the 24th, tl» 
Lords met in Westminster TT^Tl, ^nd informed the ms 
nsgeri, 'Thst the soooonts last offered bj them in 
eWdenoe ought not to be read 

Before any fhrther proceedings oommencwh It was pro- 
posed by Lord Porchester one of the Peen, that certain 
questkna ehoold be nfeired to the Judges. It was accord 
^ to form, that this boslsas shcold be transsoted by 
the Lords in their chamber of parhsment. To this they 
returned. And at su o olock in the erening; they sent a 
message to the Cbmmcot^ that they had adjourned tho 
further proceedings on the tnal for six days. Whsn they 
met OQ the 30th tn Weaboioster HaJJ, no oanmanJaatlcin 
of what had passed In tbeir chamber of parbamcnt was 
fpa/i* to the parbea And m«Ti» ^ . nr « for the nripirryif*^ 
rrere desired to proceed. 

Upon their adjoonnnent, how e r er, on the S4th, the 
Lords had specrt the day in debate and agreed to pro- 
oeed adth the frrihar cooaldeTatlQs of the anbjeot on the 
2&th On that day they want into a committee, ■ Ib 
inquire Into ths uau^ method of puttmg qaestksis to the 
Judges, and rwwiriDg tbeir answers in Judidai proceed 
ingH." A great number of precedents was read. There 
was a long debate. At last It was determined, That tho 
proocedmgs on the tnsl of Warren Eastings, £sq had 
hf»i^ r^ular and eonfonnable to precedent in aH trials of 
a nature. 

It had bean agreed at an early period of the trial, that 
of the dooumenta receired in eridenoe only so muoh as 
referred strictly to the point in gusatlon should be read { 
and that they aboold be printed entire by way of appendix 
to the mlmrtea. In this way a letter of Mr Ocrioft re- 
porting the statnneots made by Monny Bejjnm relailre to 
£ money recelred by Mr Hastings, had been printed. 
This report the manageii now desired might be read- As 
nnnied, by ordsr of tho peern to gire hiformatian on the 
mbject of the trial, It was already in eridenoe before 



TKIAIi OF HASTINGS. 


121 


them A long contention ensued The Lords adjourned BOOK VI 
twice to dehberato on two separate points They at List chap h 

determmed, “That no paper ought to be icad meicly 

because it is printed in the appendix , and therofoio that 
the letter of lilr Goring, last oflered in evidence, ought 
not to be read ” 

The managers offered the letter again, and urged its 
acceptance, on two other grounds , Fimt, as part of a 
consultation which had alroadj’^ been read, and applied to 
the same subject , secondly, as rendered evidence bj the 
demeanour of ilr Hostmgs, who had requested the Coiiit 
of Directors to read and consider it The objections of 
the counsel were made The usual leply and rejoinder 
were heard. The managers were asked, “ If the above 
were the whole of the grounds upon which they put tlio 
admissibility of the papers offered To which they made 
answer. That they were The House adjourned to the 
chamber of pailiament ’ The next day of the trial the 
managers were informed, that “ the letter ought not to bo 
read.” 

The managers, after this, proceeded to prove that when 
Mr Hastmgs, as soon as he recovered an ascendancj in 
in the Council, re-estabhshed Munny Begum in the 
regency, the pretext upon which he grounded the pro- 
ceeding, namely, the will of the Nabob, who had a i ight 
to make the appointment, was false and impostrous , in ns 
much as the Nabob, accordmg to Mr Hastings himself, 
accordmg to the Judges of the Supreme Court, and ac- 
cording to the known facts of his situation, had no will , 
and was nothing but a creature in the hands of Llr. 

Hastmgs They also offered proof, that this proceeding 
was condemned by the Court of Directors, and that it vas 
mjunous to the government, and to the interests of the 
people To the evidence tendered for this purpose, but 
httle opposition was raised And here the case for the 
managers upon the first part of this article of the im- 
peachment was closed* 

' See the Minutes of Evidence, nt supra, p 953 — 1101, Tvlth the History of 
the Trial, nt supra, part li — M 

The greater part of this second year of the trial was occupied 'n 1th disputes 
In regard to the evidence , and it Is urged in the text that these disputes origi- 
nated In the technical ohjections of the lawyers to the evidence tendered by 
the managers It is clear from a perusal of the proceedings, however, that 
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BOOK VL p*ii7’* to* md there the metter reetod till I nndfirtoot 
COAT u. m 7 joiiroey to Laohnoir vhan I detennluod to eooept the 
■ monej for the Compecj** nee. And these were mj 
1700 nKrtr^ HtTnif msde dietiueejnente firom my own oieh, 
whaoh I hsd hitherto ocnltted to enter into my pnhlio 
socounte, I resolved to refanb or — mjsal^ in s mode most 
Bortshle to the dtnstioo of the OompsiiT’e dZhirB, by 
nhap gfn g these diftbarBementa In my Dnrher aoooonte of 
the preesni jeer and crediting them by a enm ptiratefy 
reodred, whi^ waa this of Nobkiasan a.” 

A letter waa then read, from the Conrt of Direotore to 
the Govcnwr-General and Ooimoil at Fort ‘WiDiam, dated 
16th JIareh, 1784, m which they reqmie an accoimt (none 
bad ts ytt been given) of the preseota which the GoremoT 
Oenenil had oonfese^ Although it la not,” theyaay 
our intention to erprees any donht of the integrity of 
our Govemor-Geaeral j on the oontrary after having re- 
ceived the preaenta, we cannot avoid expressing oar appro- 
bation of hia ocRidaot, in biinglsg them to the credit of 
the Company yet, we most caT^esi, the ftatement of 
these tranaaetions appear* to os in many parta ao onlntel- 
ligfble, that we oursetres under the ne ce nty of calhng 

on the Coremor-Ganaral for an explanation, agreeably to 
hi* promise, volontarf^ made to oa. We therefore d«lre 
to be informed — ’Of the dlflerent period* when each nni 
wa* recslved — and what were the GoTenjar-GeneraTB 
motives for withholding the aeveral reodpte from the 
knowledge of the Counotl — or of the Court of Directors 
. — and what wore hla reason# for taking bonds for part of 
thcae sunia — and for paying other luma Into the treasury 
as depostta on hi* own aooount.'* 

31r HasUngi wna at Laoknow vhoi this letter was re- 
ceived. He returued to Calcutta on the fith of NovembCT 

1 fti end departed for Enj^and in the month of Feb- 
ruary 1783. Ihirinc all this time no answer WHS returned, 
When in En^and, he waa given to underttand that an 
explanation wia still required tod he addressed a letter 
to the Chairman, dated nha]t»mbtnn, 11th July 17^5 He 
first apologues, for delay by his ahsenoo from Calcutta, 
and the pressure of buidocas at tho dcse of hla gorero- 
ment. He can give do farther account, ha taja, of dates 
than be has given, though posribly Ifr larkins could give 
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moie The necessities of the goveinmentj he says, weie BOOK VI 
at that time so great, that “he eagerly seized ereiy allow- chap ii 

able means of relief ,” but paitly thought it unnecessary 

to record these secret aids, partly thought it might be 
ostentatious, paitly that it would excite the jealousy of 
his colleagues He made the sums be carried directly to 
the treasury, and allowed them not to pass through his 
own hands, to avoid the suspicion of leceiving piesonts 
for his own use Two of the sums tvere entered as loans 
One was entered as a deposit, namely, that expended on 
Camac’s detachment., because the transaction did not re- 
qmre concealment, having been already avowed He makes 
a curious declaration, that though destined for the public 
seivice, and never meant for his own use, “it certainly 
was his original design to conceal the receipt of all the 
sums, except that one, even from the knowledge of the 
Court of Directors ” This relates to aU the sums, except 
that from the Nabob Yizir "With respect to that, he 
says, “When fortune thiew m my way a sum, of a mag- 
mtude which could not bo concealedi, and the pocuhar 
dehcacy of my situation, at the time m which I received 
it, made me more circumspect of appearances, I chose to 
appnze my employers of it, and to add to the account aU 
the foimei appiopiiations of the same land ” 

In this, if something, be it what it may, be alleged, as 
a motive for concealment from the Council, nothmg what- 
soever IS even hmted at as a motive for concealment from 
the Court of Directors This, the prmcipal question, was 
still completely evaded, and left without a shadow of an 
answer One of the allegations is altogether umnteUigible, 
that it would have excited suspicion had the sums been 
named to his own house, but no suspicion when, as his 
money, not the Company’s, it was lodged m their treasury 
eithei as a deposit or a loan If the money was repre- 
sented as his, the question, how he came by it, was the 
same in eithei case With respect to these most sus- 
picious transactions, two importtmt points of information 
were stiU obstinately withheld , namely, from what parties 
the sums were obtained, and why the transactions were 
concealed fiom those from whom it was a cnme m their 
servants, of the deepest dye, to conceal anythmg which 
affected the trust committed to their charge 

VOL V K 



130 HISTOfiT OF BnmSH INDIA 

BOOK TL Ontlie lethKif Joly 178tli*^red:*afl<ffth8 d*to oflils 
OUT a. -letter from Chtitenliun, llr H»*ttngB wrote to ilr Iat^ 
' Um, «tlll in IndJA towend to the Coart of Ihrectori, an 
1*^ eoocxmt of the datea of the sanui which he prirmtely 
‘recaiTed. Ihe letter of Mr lArkhii, tent in oompHance 
with this reqaeat of llr Haatinga, was now prodnoed by 
the manageri. In thta letter beaide the dates, foor of the 
f m-if'** ^ Tcoc^ ware in<diibiitany mEntita:ted nazaelj 
Qieyte WT>g , and tha rentera of Ba^^ h oddee, and Di 
nagepore. 

JFrom thli, the managen proceeded to a dlderent bead 
of eridecce namely the obaztgcs which &Ir Haatinga had 
introdooed m the mode of ooQeoting the lerenoea. Ihe 
object wai to thaw that these changes increased the fa- 
cilities of 'peoolation, and laid open a wide door for the 
e or r tjpL receipt of mooey that aach famittiea had not 
been negleoted { and that tnoney had been corruptly re 
eerred. The 'great pomta to which the managea attached 
their inferences of guilt were three the appointmeait of 
the Axnneens, vHh loquiahonal pcnren for the pnr pu ae 
of the inquiry into the means of the country at 

the teiminatian of the fire years setUemcait in 1*^ ; tho 
abobtioa of the r ro nndftl Oocmcflt and apporntment of 
the CocamiUee of Berenue and the reoeipi of preaents 
from the farmers of the reTenae in Noddsa, Dinagepore, 

and TVi>iar 

The manageis began with the Pnmnoial Councils. It 
WBS p ro ved by a Tonety of doomnenta, that the Pronncial 
OotincQi had rocored tho strccgest approhatloii of tho 
Coart of Directors. It was prored that they re- 
peatedly rcceiTed tho strongest tcstrmotiies of approbation 
from Mr Harttpgs Tot, on the 0th of Febroary 

1781, ilr Ilastinga aboHahod them and formed hla Com- 
mittee of H ci e itu g. 

It was neit proved, that Gunga Govmd Rm^ wns ap- 
pointed Dewan to this Committee} and that high end 
y r n r ss t on- to tea oEict. 

To prove that the character of Gonga Govind Sing was 
had, a consoltatlon of tho Counefl, in 1"“^, was read. On 
that occanoa he wag, for a fraud, dlsmiired from hla office 
of halb Dowan to the Prorinaal Council of Calcutta 
ilr Frartcia and Itr ifonson declaring from general 
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information, they .held him to >be a man of infamous BOOK^VI. 
character, the Governor-General asseiding that he had chap ii 
many enemies, and not one advocate, but 'that all' this ■was ' 
genei-al calumny, no specific crime being laid to his charge 1"^*^ 
Lastly, theimanagers ofiered e-vidence to prove that Gunga 
Go'vmd Sing, at the time of ithis appointment, was a 
pubhc defaulter, by a large balance, of which he would 
render no account 

They now passed from the .abohtion of the Pro-vmcial 
Councils to’the present fiom the revenue farmer at Patna 
In the sirfch article-of charge, Hastmgs was accused of 
ha'ving taken from a native, of the name of Kelleram, as 
a consideration for letting to him certain lands m Bahar, 
a sum of money amounting to four lacs of rapees It 
was mfeiTed that this was a comipt appomtment, as well 
from other circumstances las from this that KeUeram 
was notoriously a person of mfamous character, and, m all 
other respects, unquabfied foi the oflice 

The managers proposed to begm with the proof of this 
unfitness The Counsel for the defendant objected, be- 
cause unfitness was not a charge m the impeachment 
After hearmg both parties, the Lords adjourned Pmally, 
they resolved, “ That the managers for the Commons be 
not admitted to give evidence of the unfitness of Kelle- 
ram for the appointment of being a renter of certam 
lands m the pio'vmce of Bahar , the fact of such unfitness 
not bemg charged in the impeachment ” 

The point is of importance It is only when conform- 
able -to reason, that the authority of loids, or of any one else, 

IS the proper object of respect 

Whether the appointment of a jiarticular man to a par- 
ticular office was corrupt, oi not comipt, was the question 
to be tned If ciicumstantial evidence is good in any 
case, it IS good m this But, surely, it ■will not be demed, 
that the fitness or unfitness of the person to the office, 

13 one among the cucumstances from which the goodness 
or badness of the motives which led to his appointment 
may be mferred Accordingly, the counsel for the de- 
fendant did not deny that the unfitness of Kelleram was 
propel to be made an article of circumstantial evidence 
Not deujnng that it would be just matter of evidence, if 
given, they insisted that it should not be given 
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book XL Thsir objection mioimted to thli, th*t to pror© ouo &ot 
CHAP o- of dalinqoenoy no other £iot fanporHng daUnqaenoy 

- garen in oi^denoe, xmlera the erldanbaiy fiwt itself le 
ITW ohjtfged tfl dehnquenoy in the instruinont of aocn«*tJon 
Ncnr such ii the nstore of m*ny orimaa, that other oninee 
are the mo*t common and probable aonroe cf oromn 
etantial oridanoe. At the nme tune, it may be rery In- 
ooQTenient, or erea impoamble, to molode tU theee minor 
oritaea In the Inatrament of aoensation a p pro pr iated to 
the pnn<npal crime Ihey may not all bo knoTrn, tUl a 
great part of the evidecoe baa been heard and aonttiniifwh 
The tendency of anoh a mla oannot be giiatahen. It adds 
to the difficnlUea of proring Crimea it famtabea another 
instmment, and, aa for as it operates, a poirerfol Instro- 
ment, for girlng protection and impirm^ to gnilt The 
objection, that a man cannot be prepared to defend him- 
aelf againat an aocoMafeloai irhkih has cot beem preferred, 
IS fatila beoaose the fimt la not addooed aa the fact for 
which the man ts to be punished, bot a fact to prore 
another fact Besidea, if on or any other incident 
of the tnal, hs ooold show canae for mc el Ting tine to 
adduce eridGnee, or in any other way to prepare hlmeelf, 
for any fresh mattor whioh might arias on the tnal, a 
good lytiem of judicature would proride the beat mode of 
reoeir^g it. 

Mr Bathe took the liberty of maklDg remarka. He eald 
the Oommons of Kn gl*n<i t right to demand that they 
ahoold not be held to tedinical njoolle& And he oom 
plained of the obatmotkm which this reeoliitioa of tho 
Comt would create in dragging to light the offcncoi of 
the aocnsed, or eren in sacertaining the measure of tho 
crime If the managen were to ^ debarred,* he fid , 
from giring eridence of corrupt intentions, and of ag 
gtarafacma arising from droumstanoea, not specyWiy 
itaUd tn tie cAatpe*, It ironid be impossible for their 
Lonlshlpa to determine the amount of the fine, which 
to be isnpoaed upem the priatmor il he ahoold be 
oonricted j and their LordshJpa umat, in tho end, bo cm 
harmed by their own dedsi^'' 

The managera then gare in erWeneCi that, In Joly 17B0, 
Itr HastiugB wrote an order to tho chief of the Patna 
Ootmcil, to ptrtiU Kcllmm to go to Calcutta that It 
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BOOK.TL rogird to pohcnrii, or the grafauty offered by »■ renter 
our n. npoc the renewiag of hn leue, hid been estibUehed In 
■ - ■ - 1 77a tbai • TTian flmn, merely to rprueeire m old 
17W. fomuHty 'vu locnrmtaJy pieicribed, lad nade pcmmient. 
The greet eum, tiken by Mr HictiiigB from KeTtiroiPj wii 
not, therefore, peiheoih. Mr Toung who hid been lix 
yeirr i metnber of the Fforinoiil Counoil of Fitni, eoid 
the leeie> ctood In tha two/s of Colhan Sing but 
Kellenun wu ooosidered is & portner Being uked, 
Whether if the linds hid been let it their fall Tihie, It 
TTtrald hire been for the Interest of KeEenim to give fonr 
lioi of ntpeec le i grmtmty npon the birgun, he replied, 
* I tn the oinTQmstiQeee in wtuoh Kellersm stood, he 

oouM 'hot ifford It. He wu uhed. In whit oiroam- 
Btizmei did he stind t* The- oppoiing liwyers objected 
npon the old greimd, that the nndtneee of Eellemn ms 
not nutter of ohirge. Tnm ind not prepoeed to be made. 
Bat it ms mstter of endaioe, and, u snob ought to bare 
been reoelred. The matugeamTed theqneetJom 
Ihe Mme witness prered, thsi it ths tune wbm this 
birgtin w-straak bekvess^llr Hastdogs ind SeBarem, i 
ooctmot had lotniDy been eonohidad for the whole pro* 
riiM by the Prorindil CoonoQ, who hid let the lands, in 
the asml proporticma, to the ^mindm ol the ocamiry and 
other rentan. 11111 legal tranaootkm waa theredbre violated 
by tha bargain robaeqaently streak between Mr Hastings 
snd EeHenm. Within the knowledge cf the witnes, the 
pronnoe had never bafore been iQ let to one min- 

It was giran in eridanoe that CoUisn Sing was Dewan of 
tha provinoe that it was the doty of the Dewin to ehat^ 
the coUeotora, and preront the opnresaioii of the ryots | 
that of ootuaa t>m cheek was annihilated by nmklDg tha 
Derail renter bat it was also stated, that OoUian Sing 
had never In fict, exarobed any of tha poveni of Doran, 
being prevented hj the Provincdsl Codicil os- unfit. 

The wiiMBs was asked, •Whether tha withdrawing 
the Prorinclil CouneO, and abolishing the office of 
Dewan, did not pat It In the power ^ the firmer to 
comm it oppraadoc with greater ease tlwTt before f” Hia 
answer wti^ •DoubtleMu* Hewmaaiked Whatimpro*' 
lions the letting of the lands to KeDertm and CoHiin^g 
made opoD the roltids of the of the coontry T 
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BOOK YL whetheritctm^-ffithinHikncrwJedgethitmore eTil,orIe«s 
oup II rril, eiittad noder thd Cotnmltt*© of Revenae, thfia Tmder 
the Pronncul CooDdla, the right of exolosion wu urged 
l“W. ftfreeL Aota of oppreaejon ooold not bo gtren, b octose 
I' l rii TH i t i fm wu cot t.h«rged fn the trtiole*. £e It eo bat 
oormptaon tvm charged, and acts of optireenon were offered 
u proof of it Nor M there any oontempt of raijaiiaht 7 oo 
greet u to deny that eota of o ppi gaalon mey afford eri- 
denoe, in proof of comiptlon. To eidnde that eridenro 
by rale, is to depnre jo^oe of one of the mesne of die- 
oloeiiig guilt The maoageni maintained, that oppreaaion 
was in reality matter of charge by the worda, ** to the 
great opp rearion end Injury of the laid people. The 
lawyen contended, that hke the words, contrary to 
the peace of our Lord the King , was but on inference of 
law The managera inaiatcd that the caeee were radically 
different, booaaao an act of murder felony tieeeon, was, by 
ite nature, andJoeaeBaerily contrary to the King a peace ; 
the appomtment of a Board of Eerenue waa not by necea- 
■ity oppreadiJCL The oppreoiem wu not maU^ of u>> 
fereooe, bat matter of pro^ The Lords ad^oorned to dfr< 
liberal^ and ooonmed in the daupber of imihunent the 
rest of the day The managera were at last informed. 
That It wu QOi competent for them to pat the foUemng 
qneetian to the witneaa upon the aerenth ariiole of diarge, 
ria, Whether more op p roae iooe did aotoally exist under 
the new insUtutlon thti under the old.'’ 

The managera then rererted to the bargain of Hr 
Hutings with CoIUan Sin^ and Eellemm. The purport 
of the qnestioni wu to prore that a romoor a prcralent 
belief^ ot tbe iwoeipt, u a gratuity or preeant, of a sum of 
four laoi of rupeet, hj Mr HastiDgs, ex Is tod, prerioas to 
the time at which he made ccDfeaslon of it to his em> 
ployera. Many of the questiooe of the managers were 
rettrted by the Couoeel for the defendant but such qaee* 
tkms were put by some of the Peers as elicited proof 
the rumour did praoede the eonfeuion. 

Dycroaa-eiamlnatlon It wu shown, that the abolitloa of 
the PnrriDdal Oouocfls wu injurious to the Interwts of 
tbewitneae) thatOonga Oorind Sing, to whose reputed 
ehamoter he spoke, lir^ at Calcutta, whfle he himaclf re- 
aided p rindpciUy at Patna | that one of the Indhiduals 
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from w horn he had hcnul a bid character of Giinga GomiuI BOOK M 
Sing was his enemy hut that his bad character was a sub- chap ii 
ject of common con\ersation 

In the com-^o of this c\aminntion it camo out, though 
the Counsel for tho defendant objected to it ns CMdeiico, 
that Kcllcram at the time of his baigain w itli Mr Hastings? 
was a bankrupt and a prisoner 

Mr David Anderson was c'amincd, the President of tho 
Committee of Reicnuc, and a man selected b} I\Ir Hastings 
for the most important employments It appeared that 
his ofhee, as President of tho Committee, was almost a 
sinecme, for excepting about three months, he was always 
absent on othoi omplo^^racnls He, too, was acquainted 
waththc rumoin about the mone^\ recenedfrom Kollcrani, 
which made him so uucas} about tho icputation of Mr 
Hastings, that ho com ci-sed with him upon tho subject, 
and was told that tho money had been accounted for Ho 
understood, that sums were pm ately received from poi- 
sons employed 111 the revenue, which nc\ci weiu cntcicd 
in the public accounts Ho himself was sworn not to ic- 
cene money pri\ ately The Dow an of tho Committee of 
Ee^cnuc might extort money unduly from the people, 

•without detection, pro-nded the offence was not \cry ge- 
neral Tho question was put, and a most important ques- 
tion it was “lYhethei, aftoi all, tho Committee, with tho 
best intention, and ■with tho host ability, and steadiest 
application, might not, to a certain degree, be tools in tho 
hands of the Dewan ” The question was objected to, and 
gii en up 

On his cross-exammatipn, ho affirmed that Gunga Goi ind 
Sing had not a bad character, he thought ho had in general 
a good character To show that three lacs of tho money 
piivately received were sent to the Berar army, two ques- 
tions weie iiut, to which the mauagera objected, with 
as little to justify their objections, as those of then 
opponents, and more to condemn them, because contraiy 
to the principles to which they were calling for obedience 
on the opposite side 

The managers added the follownng pertinent questions 
“Whether dunng the whole of the year 1780, theie was 
any such distress in the Company’s affairs as to put them 
to difficulty in raising three lacs of inipees 1 I do not be- 
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BOOK TL Endanoo mu next addnoad to prove that Mr HftetmgB 
CHAT iL had remitted, throagh the East TnHfa Oompanj ehioe hU 
■ fir»t elemtiaQ to the h«*d of the gOTamment in Bengal, 

l”Wi. property m hia own name to the aiDonnt of 238,767^ 

llr ^are being ezamioed whether Qouga GorlDd Song 
waa n lit peraon to bo the Dewan, or principal eieontiTe 
offloer of rerenuc, declared that, In hla opinion, no native 
ought to have been employed in that aitnatloru To the 
oharmcter of the Datiree, in general, he aaoribed the highest 
degree of o u rr apti on and depravity 

ilr Fox sttmmednp the eyidence, thus addnced cm the 
sixth and on part of the aeventh and fourteenth arbclea 
of impeachment, on the 7th and Dih of Jone^ 1790, the 
sixty-eighth and eixty ninth daye of the tnaL The Lorda 
then adjoained to their chamt^ and agreed to postpone 
the tnal to the first Tooeday In the next eesaion of par- 
liament. 

Some Inddentj, whioh, daring them proceedings, took 
pUoe in the Honae of Oommoca, ti U reqeisito bne£y to 
mentian. On the 11th of Hay in conformity with a pra- 
Tiona Dotioe, Hr Barke, after a ape^ in whiob he ^ti 
cited asrerely the petiUoos of Mr Hastings, who had b^ 
waOed the bardaiUpa of the trial, and complaiDed of 
delays, though be himaalf, be offirroed, was the grand oetiee 
of d^y and sppeared to have oontrir^ the plan of making 
hi* escape by procraatinatlon moved two rceolabonB. 
Fust, ti^ the Hctom woald aothorixe the managcn to 
mailt upon snoh elone of the article* oa ahould appear to 
them most condudre in the present case to the satUCio- 
tion of justice Secondly that the House was hound to 
persevere till a Judgment was obtained upon the articles 
of prinolpal ImportanoQ. The minister aupported tho first 
of the motiona, but the other as unneceaury he thought 
the manager ought not to press. Mr Fox laid the cause 
of delay upon the obetmcUona to the receipt of evidence, 
partiCTdariy the want of publicity In the dehTjeratlans rqwn 
the questions of eridenoe in the Hoorn of Lorda ; because 
every dedaion, unaoootapanied with reeaona, was cocfined 
to a solitary oaae and sUother cases were leBasuncertain 


^ KWTMt*^ k*T» b«a <Ulov*0 ft* trtiH lOrttw 

tlrT*?'*****’ ** *a ft* iftt *e ft* w*! « m*»f 
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BOOK VL »nd on the 30tli, the subject wm stsrtod by Mr Burke, 
(xup u who exhibited reaeoM for p r i-MWir^lng with the tnil, but 
— - I Intnneted hli suepiaion thet s decgo w»a entertelned in 

17B0. the Honee of Ijot^ to Tnake the inoidait of e new par 
Uament a pretext for abating the hnpeaolnnent. On the 
6th of DetWibei^ a moiioD was brooght forward, that on 
tTiat H nntgh t the HooBO thould recolre itself into a 
Committee to take into oooaidaratksi the state in whloh 
the impeachment of Waxran Hastings, £eq was left at 
the dissolatioQ of the Iasi parliament. In oppoeitioD to 
this motioQ, it was proposed, that the House shoold deter- 
mine a more question, whether or not it would go 

on with the mtpeaohmenL Mr Htt was of opmloti, that 
it was not fit to ware a question nspecting an important 
prirUege of the House, when that pnrilege was c^ed in 
questioo. The original motioii was therefore earned On 
the daj appointed for the Committee, the motion that the 
Speaker do leare tbe ohalr was oppoKd by sTtegstlons of 
the ftxoaHettoe of the ooDdoct of Mr HasUngii, sml the 
hardships to which he had bosn exposed, by the length of 
the tnal, and the asperity of the macageis. MrHttsald, 
the questlan to whloh these argnmects appHed was the 
qoe^loa whether rt was proper k the House to go on with 
the impeachment. He wiehed another ipestian to b« pre- 
viously and solemnly decided, whether It had a nffii to 
go on with It Mr Boxke said, that gentlemen eecmed 
afrtid of a diOerence with the House of Lords. For his 
part, be did not court — fools only would court, such a 
ooutest. But they who foared to aseert their rights, would 
lose their rights. 'Ibey who garo up their ri^t for fear 
of haring It reabted, WTJuld by and hare no right left" 
The motion was oarried after a long debate. OntheStod, 
the bustnesi was resumed, cn the question, whether the 
trial of Warren Hastingii was pending or not Tbe debate 
IssteU for two days. Ibe minister and by his side Hr 
Bnadsa, joined with tbe managers in maintsining tho un- 
interroj^ existence of tbe trisJ. .Ahnest sD the Jswyers 
in tbe House, Mr HrskiDe among them, cemtendod rehe- 
mently that the dissahrUon of porhaiDent ahated tbe im- 
peachment This brought forth scane stnetares upon the 
frofessiem, which fonned the meet rnnorkable feature of 
the debate. Mr Burke said, that *he had attentively 
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book VL loee one of ita be*t ■ecatride# md ministCTiiJ rapon 
CHAP iL nbilits wtmld become mewlj pomhad." In otb«r »tirds, 

■ xt woold h*T0 DO existAnoe w« ahonld Ii*Te, in*t«d of 

it, tP impostrcrtii pret«Qoe. Mr Borke, horcrer *nd 
ilr Fox UMrtod, ftod no one who nodoittuids the fixcts 
can hcmeatlj dlapotc^ that the Diisohioroai role* of 
OTidence aod prooeduro aet op bj the lawjen, apd aano- 
tdopcd bj thn Lorda, make impeachment effectoal, not for 
the pupiBhioent of the golltj bet their eecape. O^xat the 
coniFtitntlan of is inadequate to the pu rpoeee of 

good goTenmxent, aa jh» improTemant In that reapect has 
irfnna taken place ia> therofore, the recorded opinion of 
three at leaat of the moat emiDent man of the Iwt gener- 
ation. After a long debate^ it wai flnaDj agreed, that the 
impeachment vaa depending and that on the il3rd the 
Hotik vould reaome prooeedmga in Westmlnater UalL 
The Lorda haTing taken ihetr placce, and the ustud 
prelimmarlea perfonned, Mr 8t. Jolm was heard to open 
the fourth a^ole of the impeachment y that in which 
wu charged the onme of oreakog inflaenoe, or of ferming 
dependanta, by the oorrupt tise of puUie money 
Under thli head of the trial, the material inddenta aro 
tew 

The topie of xndaenoe waa of a more extenaire opplioa 
iioci, t>v»n the qaestion relatiiig to Mr Haatlngs, or than 
bU the quaatloDs reiaUng to India taken together On this 
aubjeoi, to irhiab the moat Important question rmpeoting 
the aotual state of the fintish constitution immediately 
bdoDga, BIr St. John laid down the following dootrlnea 
" That all the cheeks of the ooostitution against the 
abuse of power would be weak and InefBcient, If rulers 
might erect jirodigality and eormption into a system for 
the sake of vi/ueM That pubho seourity was founded 
on public Tirtae, on mortis, end on tho loro of liberty 
That a sjatem whioh tended to set public virtne to 
to pluck up morals by the roots, and to extinguish the 
flame of liberty in the bosoms of men, could not bo 
suffered to esca« punishment, without imminent peril to 
the public weal" Whether Mr Hastings was guilty or 
not guBty of creating that Infloence, remained to bo 
prored That It tends moro than nlmoat any other crimo 
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to depnve the people of England of the benefits of good BOOK YI 
government, it is impossible not to perceive chap ir 

As soon as the opemng speech vas concluded, Mr 

Hastmgs rose As the length of his address is moderate, 
and as it affords a specimen of the manner in which hir 
Hastmgs demeaned himself to the Lords, its inseition will 
be repaid by the instniction which it yields 
“ My Lords, 

I shall take up but a vei'y few mmutes of your time , 
but what I have to say, I hope, will be deemed of suffi- 
cient importance to justify me in requesting that you wiU 
give me so much attention A charge of having wasted 
584,000^ IS easily made, where no means are allowed for 
answenng it It is not pleasant for me, from week to 
week, from month to month, from year to year, to hear 
myself accused of crimes, many of them of the most 
atrocious dye, and all represented m the most shocikmg 
colours, and to feel that I never shell be allowed to answer 
them In my time of life — in the hfe of a man already 
approachmg very near to its closej four years of which his 
leputation is to be traduced and branded to the world is 
too much. I never expect to be allowed to come to my 
defence, nor to hear your Loidships’ judgment on my 
trial I have long been convinced of it, nor has the late 
resolution of the House of Commons, which I expected 
to have heard announced to youi Lordships here, afforded 
me the least ghmpse of hope, that the termination of my 
tiial is at all the nearer My Lords, it is now four years 
complete smce I first appeared at your Lordships’ bar , 
nor is this all , I came to your bar with a mmd sore from 
another mqmsition, in another place, which commenced, 
if I may be allowed to date it from the impression of my 
mmd, on the day I arrived m this capital, on my return 
to England after thirteen years’ service On that day was 
announced the determination of the House of Commons, 
for arraigmng me for the whole of my conduct , I have been 
now accused for six years , I now approach very near (I do 
not know whether my recollection fails me) to sixty years of 
age, and can I waste my hfe m sittmg here from time to time 
arraigned, not only anaigned,but tortured with mvectives of 
the most virulent kmd ? I appeal to every man’s feelmgs, 
whether I have not home many things, that many even 
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BOOK VL of jocr Lordahlj* oould not bar® borne, and with « 
CBAP n. patience that Tinthing hot my own Innooence oonld have 
— — - enabled me to abov Am the Hooee of Oommoue hate 
dedired their reaolotiaii, that for the lahe of apeedy 
tJoe (I think that iraa the term) they had ordered their 
maoagen to cdoee their pioceedmp on the article vhich 
hm ncnr been opened to jonr Lordibipa, and to abandon 
the reet, I now aee a proapect which I nercr aaw before 
but "whioh It ia in yonr Ijordahlpe’ power alone to reahxe^ 
of closing thr« disagreeable altnatiaQ, m which I have 
been ao long placed and however 1 may be charged with 
the error of inrprtidsnae^ I am fare 1 ahidl not be deemed 
gnlity of diMemptai to ymir Lordihipa m the request 
whioh I make that reqaest is, that ytmr Lordihiiv will 
he pleased to grant me that jostloo widoh every man, m 
every ooonkry in the wocld, frse or otherwlta, hae a right 
to that where be is aooas^ bo may defend himne]^ and 
may have the judgment of the c ou r t on the aoctaatlonB 
that are broogbt against him- I thorefare do pray yoor 
LardahTps, ootwitbstaDilisg the time of the jear (I feel 
the weight of that reflection on my mind), bat I pray 
yoor Lordships to oonnder not the PTrim ^ a rt a nj^ of tho 
object before yon, bnt the magnitude of the precedent 
which every mm to ihia eonntry may brmg home to hia 
own feeiloga, of a erimhial truU raspended orer hie heaul 
for ever for In the history of the j uriej imdenoe of thle 
coontty I am told (and I have taken some pema to aearch, 
and, as far as my searoh has gone, it has been rerifkd) 
there never yei was an iosltnoe of a olminiil trial 
lasted four months, eioept mht e, nor even one month, ei 
cepiing one instance^ an instance drawn from a timo nriri 
eitaatloQ of this gorornment, which I hope will bo pre- 
veoted from ever happening again, lly Lords, tho requ«t 
I havo to make to your I^irdahipa that you will bo 
fdeaacd to eontlnue the seealGD of this ooori tlH tho pro- 
coedlngs shall bo dosed, I shall be hemd in my dcfenco, 
and your Lordships aball have proceeded to Judgment 
lly Lords, it is not ao acquittal that I desire ; that will 
r«t with your Lordahlp^ and with your own iotemal 
oonrietioo, I deslro a defTw^ and I da^ a Judgment, be 
that Judgment what It wDL 3Iy Lords, I have bowed, I 
have bumbled myself before thla coart, and I hare been 
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reproached for it, I am not ashamed to bow before an BOOK VI 
authority to which I owe submission, and for which I feel chap n 

respect that excites it as a wiUing oblation from me I 

now agam, with all humihty, picsent myself a subject of 
your justice and humamty I am not a man of apathy^ 
nor are my poweis of endurance equal to the tardy and 
mdefinite operation of paihamentaiy justice I feel it as 
a very cruel lot imposed on me, to bo tned by one genera- 
tion, and, if I hve so long, to expect judgment fiom 
another, for, my Lords, are all the Lords present before 
whom I was onginally tned ? Are not many gone to that 
place to which we must all go ? I am told that there is a 
difference of more than sixty m the identity of the judges 
before whom I now stand My Lords, I pray you to fiee 
me fi om this prosecution, by continuing this tnal till its 
close, and pronouncmg a judgment during this session , if 
your Lordships can do it, I have a petition to that effect 
m my hand, which, if it is not irregular, I now wish to 
dehver to your Lordships ” 

There was exquisite adaptation, either with or without 
design, m the conduct of Mr Hastings, to the ciicum- 
stances m which he was placed The tone of submission, 
not to say prostration, which he adopted towards the 
Court, was admirably suited to the feehngs of those of 
whom it was composed The pathetic complaints of hard- 
ship, of oppression, of delay, of obloquy, began when the 
tide of popular favom began to bo turned successfully 
agamst the agents of the prosecution , and they mcreased 
m energy and frequency, in proportion as odium towards 
the managers, and favour towards himself, became the pie- 
dominant feelmg m the upper ranks of the commumty 

This odium, and this favour, aie not the least remaik- 
able among the cucumstances which this impeachment 
holds up to our view Durmg the tiial, what had the 
manageis done to merit the one , what had ilr Hastmgs 
done, to merit the othei Convmced, for rt would be 

* Tliere ■n ere atunaant reasons why the Benhmonts of the people shonld 
have undergone a change The managers, after long declnmntor3 harangues, 
which had “ liarrowed np the souls ” of a tender-hearted puhhc, hn(l proved — 
nothing Itnas Impossible that the people shonld not feel some resentment 
at the fraud thus practised upon their sympathies Then so many Instances 
of undignified violence had been exhibited bj Burke In particular, the prime 
mover of the whole — both in Parliament and In Westminster Hall, that It was 
generally felt there was more of personal vindictiveness In his proceedings 
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BOOK TL tlie tortare of ha depmdence the terror of thoee erili 
mif n. -which ho oaDtemplated in the displetoare of his T 

It a miainoa* to ipeek of prooents flrom ft nan, in mch 

l"Bh ftctnaticinjftft/reegiflo. No robbery ift more tmlj ooerckc. 

A gwin -the Sir Eyre Oooto Tfould hftro 

descried hift poet to ft ftoldier ftod tbandooed hia country 
in ft moment of *t L wiiii« erigenoy npon ft (joastlon of 
IBjOOOt per annom stomp* with mfiuny dthar the ehft* 
ncrter of that OeDeral, if It Tna trae, and it is not -without 
ftppoftrtnoae to support It or thftt of hir. Hastogo, if it 
TtS lillM. 

On the rest of the trsnssetuna, ohatged in tha srtlcle 
ss ftoti of delinquent the ex3>lftn&tions of Mr Hsstingi 
left so few points for soepici^ renaming that, ss the 
fkcte in themselrca sro not to the history the 

deecrlpbon of them would be of little ftdrtntsge. 

On the 30th of Usy 1791, and the eerarty-third d*y of 
the tn*l; £ELp Jame* 8h Olalr Ersldne wss henrd to enm up 
the endenoB npoo. the fourth article of Impeftcbment. 

Then the znaoigerB for Oommonj intonnsd the 
TTfirgi^ that, — v ing te th j i fn« » 1 r o M ftll tbsir undouhtcd 
rights ftod prirOege^ the Commccs were contest to rest 
thou charge here.” Mr Hsetings made an bumble od 
drees to the ooort, and alluding to Ms hat petHiem vMoh 
yet Isy upon the nneonddared, be implored that, if 
-the prayer of that petitian was not oomplied with, he 
might ^ allowed to appear ftt least, one day at thdr 
Lordahipe’ box before the wnd of the present wmIocl The 
I^orde ad^oomed, and Sent a znesBago to the Cominoos, 
from tb^ own boose, that they woold aik agam on the 
Sod of June. The next day in the House of Lords, s 
motioo, grounded upon a letter of Mr Hostings, requiriog 
only fourteen days for the time of his defence, -na twndw 
by ooo of the peers, £or an address to the TTIng tbwi he 
would not prorogue the poEliament, till the conduaiaa of 
the trial. The propod Hon of Mr Haatiogi to conhne his 
lefenceto any number of daya, was treated by LordGren- 
vine as absurd. How could 31r Hostlnga know what 
questaona would arise upon endence:, and bow much time 
their Lordahipe mighi require to zt^ro them | badoesa 
which had occupied the prindpal part of the that 
had already been spent t How eouM he kzrow what time 
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tlic Coniinon*; might roquiro for Iheii c\i(lonco niul ROOK VI 
speeches in reji]\ ? How could he know whit time llieir rnwr ii 

Lord'^liips the .Tudg<.H would leciuire for dehhcmlion on 

the OMdonce which tlu,\ hnd hesrd ? Tlic motion was 
rejected ' 

On the 2nd of Juno, the sc\ent} -fourth dn\ of the trial 
JEr Hastings rend n written paper, containing Ins defence 
As far ns the matter of it was ana thing in answer to the 
facts which haac heen charged as cnmiiial, or tends to the 
demonstration of innocence, it has either been alnada ad- 
duced, a\hcn the fa^t or the charge aaas exhibited , or aadl 
hercifter be slated, when the caidcncc is brought forwai J 
on which the allegation arns grounded One or two iiu.- 
dents it IS instnicliac to mention 
Mr Hastings declared, in the beginning of Ins paper, 
that if bis jvidges aaonld onla then come to a decision, be 
would vr.we all defence Ho risked nothing bs Ibis pro- 
jxisition , to aahicli he aacll knew that the Lonls aaouhl not 
consent. But he gamed a great deal bj the skill aaitb 
which bis declaration insinuated the hardship of dclaa 
It IS obscraablo that most of the ill-faaourcd acts of 
JEr Hastings’s administration, the extermination of the 
Eolullas, the expulsion of Chcjtc Sing, the sci^nio of the 
lands and treasures of the Begums, and the acceptance of 
presents, averc all for the acquisition of money Though 
^Er Hastings insisted, that all these acts avcic soaeinlla 
justifiable in thenisela cs, avithout the plea of state ncccs- 
sity , yet state ncccssitj, the urgent avants of the Com- 
pany, are giaen, as the grand impelling niotiac aahicli led 
to the adoption of eaerj ono of them Tlicj arc exhibilccl 
by iEr Hostings, as acts avhicli saaed the Company , acts, 
avithout which, accoidiug to him, tho Company must haae 
penshed - 

Towards the end of his defence, ho rises to a most 
exulting strain 

“ To the Commons of England, in avhoso name I am 

• On this article of charge, see printed Jllnntcs of Evidence, nt supra, 
p 1303 — U58 , Hlstorj of! rial, nt supra, part Iv p Cl— 80 
’ He asserted, “ The resources of India cannot, in the time of 'n’ar, meet the 
expenses of India " He denied that loans could he obtained “I could not 
boiToev to the utmost extent of m> tnints, during the late war, and tnx postc 
ritj to pat the interest of mj loans The resources to be obtained bj loans 
(those excepted for uliich bills upon the Compan} svero granted,) failed early 
in my administration, and Trill fall much earlier in I^ord Oomuallis's ’ 

VOL. V H 
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BOOK TL dreeBed the OonrL Th# object 'wtB fourfold Flnt, to 
our n. nuke, tmder tc *PP^ ^ Hearan, a aolemii tawrentian, 

of having in no imitaQoe intentionaltf laorifioed hli poblio 

trait to his pnvat© intereit SeooDdJ/ a aunilar uacvera 
tloQ, that Ur 'Woodman reooiTed all the remittanoea which 
daring the period of hie adminlstraticm be had miiw to 
Eorope, and that at no time had hli whole property ever 
amixmted to more than 100^000^ Thirdly to a 

rtrong representation of the great neoesBitlQB of the atate, 
for the relief of whloh he had availed himaelf of the 
irregakr aupphea for whloh he waa accused j Foorthlj to 
charge the managera with a design to retard the dediiaii 
oa the trial tUl another year and to ecitreat the Lordi to 
resist th^im- 

Ur Borke and Ur Fox thou^t it neceeary to take 
notice of the great freedom with which the daffindant waa 
at last emboldened to apeak of the manager! for the Com* 
mona to repel the (harge of pri>c[ricitiDation ac occcrQdeDitly 
thrown upon them i ai^ to chaOenge the proof that one 
alngie moment of onaeeeaaary delay had bees created 
by them. 

The defeooe waa finlahed on Tuesday the SSth of Uay 
1793 On the return of the Lorda to the chamber of par- 
liament, t'hey agreed, after a Iceg -diacoasian, to adjourn 
further prooeedlngB on the tHil till 'Wednesday ae nnight. 
'When thin resohttlan waa oOTmaimlcsted to the Cotnmmia, 
Ur Borke addreoKd hhnaelf to the Eonee. He first coo- 
teoded, that, eooaidariDg the mala of evidence which it 
waa neeesaory to digest, the time was not auffiaeot to 
prepare the reply Be next animadverted, in a style of 
eereii^ upon the sppeab nude by Ur Hutlnga to the 
Hooae of Lonla, and calculated to bring odium upon the 
Hooae of Oommona. A line of conduct had been puraued, 
whloh brought afi[hxita upon the manigera, the aervanta 
of the House. He nld that the managers bad been 
calumniated. 

In thla, he alloded to an incident of rather an extra 
ordinary nature. On the 2Jth of Uay whan Ifr Borke 
waa crcea-examlnging Ur Aurlol, and pushing the witness 
with some severity and at conaldormbt length, the Arob- 
blibop of York, who had already signalized hit fanpetleoce 
dar i ng the errwa cTsminatlocs performed by ilr Burke, 
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and wliose son, Mr Marklmm, had been in high employ- 
ments vmdei Mr Hastings m India, “started up,” says the 
historian of the tiial, “inth much feeling, and said, it was 
impossible for him silently to hsten to the ilhberal con- 
duct of the manager , That he exammed the witness, as if 
he were examining, not a gentleman, but a pick-pooket 
That the lUiberality and the mhumanity of managers, in 
the course of this long trial, could not be exceeded by 
Marat and Robespierre, had the conduct of the trial been 
committed to them.” Mr Burke, with great digmty and 
great presence of mind, rephed, “I haie not heaid one 
word of what has been spoken, and I shall act as if I had 
not ” Upon reading the pnnted minutes of the evidence 
with due caie, I perceive that Mr Burke treated the witness 
as an unwilhng witness, which he evidently was , as a wit- 
ness, who, though mcapable of perjury, was yet desiious of 
keepmg back whatever was unfavourable to Mr Hustings, 
and from whom information unfavourable to Mr Hastmgs, 
if he possessed it, must be extorted by that sort of coercion 
which it IS of the nature and to the very purpose of crosB- 
exammation to apply Of the tones employed by Mr 
Burke, the mere reader of the minutes cannot judge , but 
of the questions there set down, there is not one which 
approaches to mdecorum, or makes one undue insmu- 
ation.! It was the right reverend prelate, therefoie, who 
betrayed an intempei'ance of mind, which as lU accorded 
with the justice of the case, as with the decencies of eithei 
hiB judicial or his sacerdotal character 

jHludmg to that outiage, Mr Burke said, that an mves- 
tigation into the conduct of the managers was mdis- 
pensable , that to render mvestigation answerable to its 
end, the utmost possible publicity should be given , and 
that for this purpose he should move for a committee of 
the whole House, before which he undertook to prove, that 
the managers had neither protracted the trial by unneces- 
sary delay, nor shortened it to the frustration of justice 

> This may be doubted, there Is one question which Insinuates that Mr 
Anriol had fiilsely sworn to ignorance of a present or peshcush paid by the 
Raja, he had denied having heard of It The question was repeated more 
than once , and at last it Is thus put “ Then do you say, upon } our oath, of 
any such pescush privately paid from Dinagepore in 1779, 1780, or 1781, 
whether you hai e heard of anj peshcush privately received by Jlr Hastings 
In those years?” It Is easy to conceive this urged in an insnltmg man- 
ner — ^W 
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BOOK TI. mated do other mipport. Ur Borke replied, that he hod 
OTur u. been accostamed to loaoleniohaemtlaiii from the oooasel; 

• vhc^ to do them jostloct, Were a* prodigal of bold anerticins 

u thej wore faring of argrrmecte." Before the Ccrort 
adjouriMd for deUbentlon, h£r Hastmga agam addreeeed 
them, entaneratad the misenea of delaj prated for expedi 
tioD, and, m parboolar entrected tlu^ Lordabipa not to 
adjoom, as lutial, on aoocnmt of the abeenoe of the jndgea 
during t>i» oiroult. 

One of the reaiona addnoed bj Ur Hastmgs for the de- 
thronement or dqrrfratlon of CheTte Sing wai the bad 
polloo of bn country j to prore wbiob, the ootragea oom- 
plalned of bj hlajor EatOD were adduct The managers 
itated that they wooM now produce a letter of Uajor 
Eaton’s, to ahow he did not consider the supposed irre^ 
lantiea worth Inquiring into. The oonnael for the de- 
fendant objected to the erldenoe. The Hcmae informed 
the Tuanaggn, (hat the whole Benana narratiTo, and the 
pepen anneiod, haTing been giroi onglnallj by the zna 
nagurs for the Oommopi, the evidenoe tendered wu not 
admisdhle. Be it ea Bat that does not blndiini thfa 
from pronog the e^steooe of the letter and the imigzufl- 
caooe of the ocourroooai m which the plea of Ur HaitlngB 
wu ereoted. 

As the defendant had produced in eridcnoe the rote of 
tbfiVa oS'ered to him by the Court of Bireoton cm the 
SSth of Jtmo, 1 8fi ; to remit this eridence, the znamgers 
offered to produce a paper printed for the infonnation of 
the proprietoii, by order of the Oourt of Dirootors In J783 
This wu Tobemently resisted, not only by the counsel for 
Ur Hastings, but by himeelf in person, u an iH-ooiiHiderod 
and Intempe r ate act of a Court of Direoton, who were 
bis politioal snemlea. *lt was, tberefore (be said), a spe- 
cies of unparaDoJed crual^ to bring it forward to opprtBs 
a man who had already suffered so much, for no other rea- 
SOD which he could dinse, than baring at a tinu^ of great 
puhbo danger effectually serred his country and sarod 

India. He rebed opoo their Lcndshlja’ humanity honour 
and juitioe, that th^ would not suffor this minute of the 
cen su r e to be reed j It being passed at a moment of intem- 
perate heat and agitatioo, and utterly extinguiihed by a 
subsequeot resolutioci. 
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Mr Buike rose as soon as Mr Hastings had concluded, BOOK TI 
and contended that the paper was proper to be received, chap n 

because it was an answer to a lettei v hich the prisoner 

dared to vwite to the Directors his Masters, and to print 
and publish in Calcutta 

Mr Hastings instantly rose, and said, “My Lords, I 
affirm that the assertion which youi Lordships have just 
heard from the Manager ts false J nei ei did pnnt oi pu- 
bhsh any letter in Calcutta that I wrote the Court of 
Directors I knew niy duty bettei That assertion is a 
hbel , it IS of a piece with every thing that I have heai d 
uttered since the commencement of this trial, by that au- 
thorised, licensed , — (and after a long pause, he added, turn- 
ing to Mr Burke) Manager!" 

LIr Burke continued to affirm that Mr Hastings had 
pnnted and published the letter in Calcutta Mr Hastings 
loudly called out to him, it was not true , and the counsel 
said to Mr Burke, “ Mo ! no ! ” 

The Lords adjourned, put the question to the judges, 
received their answer, and announced to the managers on 
a foUowmg day, “ That it was not competent for the ma- 
nagers foi the Commons to give in evidence the paper 
read m the Court of Directors on the 4th of November, 

1783, and then referred by them to the consideration of 
the Committee of the whole Court, and again read in the 
Court of Directors on the 19th November, 1783, and 
amended, and ordered by them to be published for the in- 
formation of the proprietors — ^to rebut the evidence given 
by the defendant of the thanks of the Court of Directors, 
sigmfied to him on the 2Sth June, 1785” No decision is 
more curious than this The same sort of evidence exactly, 
which the Lords allowed to be given for Mr Hastings, they 
would not allow to be given against him , one proceedmg of 
the Court of Directors, as well as another It might have 
been said, that a pnor decision of the same court was su- 
perseded by a postenor , but this should have been said 
after both were submitted to consideration, because it 
might be so, or it might not, accordmg to the circum- 
stances of the case 

On the 1st of March, the fjords not choosmg to proceed 
without the assistance of the Judges, dunng their absence 
on the circuit, adjourned the court to the 7th of ApiiL On 

TOL.V N 
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BOOK VL tioa of tt uuj thit tb© whde of the preeent mmIod, ax 
«TH*F n, oept • iim<T1 intarrnption ocoxaioiiad by the /munmatioti of 

the Uxrcpiis Cornwelhi, bean employed by the bocxonr^ 

^ ^ able nunagem, notvithatanding that your Petibooer hai, 
for the pnrpoee of deapatohi In addltioc to the ausrffioea 
madfl for a ■imilaF porpoM in the laat year waTed hie right 
to ohearre, by hia ooonael, on the neir evidanoe addooed 
In reply 

•Your Petitioner bega leare again to enggeat to your 
Lordahipa the unexampled doratioD of hla trial the hide- 
finite period to ^rhloh it may be atiQ further protracted 
and the extreme raxatloo injury to which he would be 
autgeotad, if the lotentioQ on the part of hie proeecutota 
ahould be suffered to hare effect 

• He impiares, therefore^ of your Lordahipa humanity 
and jostice, that suoh meaanna may be adopted on the 
part of your Lordahipa, as may aaaure to your Petitiooer 
the ape^y tanmnation of thia painihl and unparalleled 
prooeading and, fortbar if na^ ahouM be, that yoor 
Lordahipa will grtdoualy oondoBoend, in saeh a manner aa 
to the wudom and dlgnf^ of your Lordahipa may aeam 
meet, to become auiton to hia Uajeaty’s goodnewa in his 
that the proauit aeBsioD ef parhament may be per 
mltted to oootmae tall the reply od the pari of the honour- 
able managers for the Hooae Ojmmooa ahall be folly 
finally dosed. 

On the opening of the Court, on the first day after thia 
petition to the House of Lorda, Ur Burke, aaya the his- 
tonan of the trial, began, by oompUinlDg in rery strong 
terms, both of the Co^ and Ur Haatinga of the latter 
for writing a moat andadoas llbd, onder the name of a 
million and of tlw former for having recorded it in their 
Jonmala. Whai the House of Cocmnoos woold do, in oon- 
aeqneoce of this losult, be ecold not tell, aa he bad not 
had an opportunity of eooaultiDg the House npon it be 
ahontd, thenfon^ proceed as if no saoh Ubd had been 
written." 

Hr Burke eon chided his speech on the lOth of June. 
On the 20th, in the House of Commons, Mr Htt roee to 
more, That the thanks of tbs House ahould be given to 
the managers appointed by them to ooodaot the pruseea 
tlon againat WarTen Hastings Esquire^ for their faithful 
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management in the discharge of the trust reposed in BOOK VI 
them ” The motion was seconded by ]\Ir Dundaa Mr chap ii 

Pitt declared, that the magnitude and difficulty of the task 

which had been imposed upon the managers, and the abi- 
hty and diligence with which it had been sustained, excited 
the strongest sentiments in their favour Delay was the 
great source of complaint , hut if the long intervals of the 
Court were exclude^ and the number of hours were com- 
puted which had actually been bestowed upon the bus - 
ness of the trial, it would be found, compared with the 
quantity of matter essentially involved in the cause, by no 
means unreasonably great “ The next point,” he said, “ to 
be considered was , of this time, whether great or small, 
how much had been occupied by the managers , and how 
much by the defendant, as well m the several rephes, as 
by the imceasing and unwearied objections, taken on Ins 
part, to almost every thmg offered on the pai-t of the pro- 
secution. To prove this disposition of objecting to evi- 
dence, gentlemen had but to look to the repoit made, by 
their committee, on the causes of delay They would there 
find it proved — It was, in the next place, to be recollected, 
that then managers had to discuss questions which they 
could not relinquish without abandomng the privileges of 
the Commons — Uppn aU these grounds he would not 
allow that, if any unnecessary delay existed, any portion 
of it was chargeable to the managers for that House ” 

Mr Sumner, regretting the imusual necessity which 
made him vote against the minister, opposed the motion 
He said, “ he was happy to avow himself a very great ad- 
mirer of Mr Hastings , that he looked up to him with 
every sentiment of regaid and affection,” professing at 
the same time, “ that his objections to the present motion 
arose from circumstances, utteily mdependent of Mr Hast- 
mgs ” He excepted to the time of the vote, which, though 
not contrary to precedent, would have something of the 
effect of a pre-judgmg of the cause However, he at last 
confessed, that he should have httle objection to the vote, 
if regarded only the rest of the managers without mcludmg 
Mr Burke Against him, he ran forth mto a long mvec- 
tive , his anger appearmg to be directed against the strong 
terms of disapprobation which Mr Burke had scattered 
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BOOK VL • 8. li "Wirren HwilngB, Esq guilty or not guilty of 
CHAT u. higb crimw mlsdemeuKmrB, oliarged upon him by the 
« — Oantmona in the Biith ertide of ohurge, in so far ae niaiea 

1706. io bia haring flist frandolenily aohcdtad aa a loan and of 
hia haring afterwards oormptly and illegally taken and 
retained as a pnaent or gift, from NobklsseD, a sum 
of money amounting to 34,000f. sterling and of his hann^ 
without any allowanoe from the Direotont sny person 
authorised to grant snoh aHowance, applied the same to 
his own use, under pretanos of diarthar gin g oertafn ex 
pensee said to be inoorred by the said Warren HaatlngB in 
lus pubho oapaafty 1 — Qull^ Are, — Not Guilty twenty 
9 Is WsrreD Hastings Esq gmity or not guilty nf 
high crimes and misdemeanoura, charged upon him by 
the Commons in the foorih srtiole of charge, in so &r as 
relates to his hsnn^ In the year 1761, granted a oontiaot 
for the prumion of opium for four ysan> to Stephan 
SoliraQ, Esq without adreriulsg for i]^ same, and upon 
terms ^aringiy extraTagant and wantonly profusa, for 
the purpos e ctf ereating an Instant fortuM to the said 
Stephen Sohran 1 — GoU^ flTa.— Not Guilty nineteen. 

* 10. In Warren Hasting^ Esq guOty or not guilty of 

high crimes and misdemeanours, ehiuged upon him by the 
OommoDs In the fourth artiaJe of charge, in so far as 
relates to his haring borrowed mosey at a large interest, 
for the purpose of adrsnoing the Kme to the oontraetor 
far opium, snd eogigiiig the East Irwiln Company in a 
smogglmg adrenture to China T — Not Qollty twenty 
fire. • 

11. Is Warren Hastings Esq guCty or not guil^ of 
btgh Crimea and misdemeanours, changed upon him hy 
the Oommoos in the fourth article of charge, in so far as 
relates to the oontraot for boHooks granted to Charles 
Croftes, Esq. I — Guilty three.— Not QoUty twenty 

Is Warren Esq guilty or not guDly of 

high crimes and mbdemeanours, ohuged upon him by 
the Oommoos in the fourth srtido of charge, In so far as 
relates to his haring granted the prorision of bullocks to 

Sir Charles Blunt the mods of agency 1 — Guilty three 

—Not Guilty twenty three 

• 13. Is Warren H a s tings, Esq guHty or not guilty of 
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high, cnmes and misdemeanours, charged upon Inm by BOOK VI 
the Commons m the fourth article of chaige, m so far as chat ii 
1 elates to the several allowances charged to have been • ' ' ■■ 

made to Sir I^e Coote, and directed to be paid by the 
Vizm for the use of the said Sir Eyre Coote ? — Guilty, 
fom — Not Guilty, twenty-two 

“ 14 Is Warren Hastings, Esq guUty, oi not guilty, of 
high crimes and misdemeanours, chaiged upon him by 
the Commons m the fourth article of charge, m so far as 
relates to the appointment of James Peter Auriol, Esq to 
be agent for the purchase of supphes for the relief of the 
Presidency of Madras, and all the other Presidencies in 
India, with a commission of fifteen per cent 1 — Guilty, 
fom — Not Guilty, twenty-two 

'^15 Is Warren Hastmgs, Esq guilty, or not gmlty, of 
high crimes and misdemeanours, charged upon him by 
the Commons in the fourth article of charge, m so far as 
relates to the appomtment of John BeUi, Esq to be agent 
for the supply of stores and provisions for the Gairison of 
Fort Wilham m Bengal, with a commission of thirty per 
cent 1 — Gmlty, three — Not Gmlty, tweuty-thiee 

“ 16 Is Warren Hastmgs, Esq gmlty, or not guilty, of 
high crimes and misdemeanours, charged upon him by 
the residue of the impeachment of the Commons { — 

Guilty, two — Not Guilty, twenty-five" * 

On the 29th of May, at the desire of mne Propnetors, a 
General Court of the East India Corppany was held , at 
which two resolutions were passed, recommending that 
mdenmification should be made by the Company to Mr 
Hastmgs, for the legal expenses mcurred by him m 
m airin g his defence , and that, m consideration of his 
important services, an annmty of 6000^ out of the terri- 
torial revenue should be granted to him and his represen- 
tatives, durmg the term of the Company’s exclusive trade 
Both questions were determmed by ballot, one on the 2nd, 

1 In IMS conclnding part of the tnslness of the* Impeachment, has been fol- 
lowed a volume In quarto entitled “Debates of the House of Lords, on the 
Evidence delivered on the Trial of Warren Hastings, Esquire, Proceedings of 
the East India Company, In consequence of his Acquittal , and Testimonials of 
the British and Native Inhabitants of India, relative to his Character and 
Conduct whilst he was Oovemor-General of Fort William in Bengal ” — This 
was a volume compiled and distributed under Mr Hastings’ directions, and at 
his expense but neveyinbllshed The contents of it, however, are found 
almost verbatim in the EUstory of the Trial, (part Till ) to which reference has 
been so fiequeutly made 
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“ 6 I* ■Warren Haatingi, Eeq gnUtj or ijot gmlty of 
high crimeB and miademeanoora, doarged upon hiin bj the 
Oonuoons in tho sirfch artiole of obarge, in ao far ai r^tea 
to hia haring flret frandnlenUy Bolimted aa .a loan, and of 
his harmg afterwards oomiptJj and ilkgallj taken and 
retained aa a present or gift, tma Bi^ Nobkiaeen, a mm 
of monej amoontlng to HfiOOL eteziing and of his haring 
■withottt anj alkrwaxu» from the Oinwtais, or any person 
anthorlaed to grant aaoh anowmnoe, applied the same to 
hia own nae, nnder pretence of discharging eertaln ex 
peneee aald to be mcnmd by the said Warren Eastlnga in 
his poblio capacity t — Qmlty fire. — Not Guilty twenty 

9 Is Warren Eaq guilty or not gnilty of 

high orlmea and miademeonours, ohargsd npoc him by 
the Ccmmocs In the fourth artiole of charge, ux so &r aa 
rekiee to hia hanng, in the year 1761 granted a oontraot 
for the prormon of ophun for four ysais, to Stephen 
Sullrao, Eaq withoci adrertialog for the aame, and upon 
tenoi glaringly extraragint and wantonly profriaa, for 
the purpose o^ oeattng an imtani fortane to the eaid 
Stephen Salirtnl—GuH^ fire.— Not QuBty mneteen. 

10. Lt Warren Hastiiiga, Esq guilty or not guilty of 
high fltlmea and misdemeonoors, charged upon him by the 
Oommona in the fourth artiole of charge, In ao as 
relates to hla haring borrowed money at a large interest, 
for the purpose of adTooofaig the — Tn>i to the oontraotor 
for opium, and engaging the India Oompouy in a 
amu^Ung adreuture to China 1 — Not Qoilty twenty 
Ato. • 

• IL la Warren Haatlnga, Eaq guilty or not guilty of 
high orunes and mlademeaoours, charged upon him by 
the Commons in the fourth article of charge, in ao far as 
relates to the eontract for boBooka granted to Charles 
Orofles, Eaq.T — Qoflty three.— Not Guilty twenty 
three. 

li la Warren Hafetloga, Eeq guilty or not guilty of 
high enmea and mlademeonoura, ohiuged upon hlrn by 
the Commons in the fourth article of charge, In ao far as 
relatas to hia haring granted the prorinoc of bullocks to 
Sir Charles Blunt 1^ the mode of agency 1 — * Guilty three 
— Not Guilty twenty three. 

* 11 la Warren Hastli^t, Eaq guilty or not guilty of 
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high crimes nnd imsdcmcinours, charged upon him hy BOOK VI 
the Commons m the fourth article of charge, m so far ns ciiAr ii 
1 elates to the so\eml allow auccs charged to ha\o been • 
made to Sir Evto Coote, nnd directed to be jiaul b} the 
Yizir for the uso of the 'siid Sir Ejtc Cooto ? — Gudly, 
four — Not Guilt}, twentj-two 

“14 Is Warren Hastings, Esq guilty, or not guilt}, of 
high crimes and mi'^demcnnours, chaiged upon him by 
the Commons m the fourth article of charge, m so far as 
relates to the appointment of James Peter Auriol, Esq to 
be agent for the purchase of supplies for tho relief of the 
Presidency of Jlndras, and all the other Prc-jidciicies m 
India, with a commission of fifteen per cent? — Guilty, 
four — Not Guilty, tw enty-two 

“15 Is Warren Hastings, Esq guilt}, or not guilty, of 
high crimes and misdemeanours, charged upon him by 
the Commons lu the fourth article of charge, ni so far as 
1 elates to tho appointment of John Belli, Esq to bo agent 
for the supply of stores and provisions for the Gaiiison of 
Port William in Bengal, with a commission of thirty jicr 
cent,? — Gmlt}, three — Not Gmlty, twont} -three 
“16 Is Warren Hostings, Esq gmlt}, or not guilty, of 
high enmes and misdemeanours, charged upon him by 
tho residue of tho impeachment of tho Commons I — 

Guilty, two — Not Guilty, twenty-five” ' 

On the 29th of Slay, at tho desire of nine Propnetors, a 
General Court of tho East India Company was held , at 
which two resolutions were passed, recommending that 
indemmfication should bo made by tho Company to Mr 
Hastings, for tho legal expenses incurred b} him in 
makmg his defence , and that, in consideration of his 
important services, an annuity of 5000? out of the torn- 
tonal revenue should bo granted to him and his represen- 
tatives, dunng the term of the Company’s exclusn e trade 
Both questions were detenmned by ballot, one on the 2nd, 

• In this concluding part of tho business of tho* Impeachment, has been fol- 
lowed a volume in qnarto entitled “ Debates of the IIouso of I^ords, on tho 
Evidence delivered on tho Trial of Warren Hastings, 1- stiuiro. Proceedings of 
the East India Company, In consequence of his Acquittal, and Tcstinionials of 
the British and Native Inhabitants of India, relative to his diameter nnd 
Conduct whilst he was GoTcmor-General of Fort yVilllam In Bengal Tliis 
svas a volume compiled and distributed under Hr Hastings’ directions, nnd at 
his expense, hnt neve^nbllslied Tlic contents of it, howover, arc found 
almost verbatim in the History of tho Trial, (part vUl ) to which rcfcrenco has 
been so frequently made 
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tbi fctMlflM of Ui Jcnlcn peneyno ihador CoDt e*0 bo i+torfiid 
,TQi Ibo od tanoir << BrtiMi £id}> wwo TnoiHoH/tlio mottroo ef all kli 
aaioH WboQitr ko tw not «t dm Iom mardindtmx tbn ttie cr.fOdfPii 
f ibr luyodiatt of eon,>ort«i«( t>«t ndoobtedl^ Cm Hitmo 'vao c rtTtil 
BjtBDOM m Or rMAf Oi l ta m ooi tu 0 rosiol onr vtoi ttt 
7 voikl tocro beta cb crta^— IT 


APPENDIX 

•JUpori from tJu of tit Sow ^ Cowmom 

appovUtd (cti OH tJu StA of Sareii^ 1794) to inspeot tkt 
iJrrd* JoKrnaU (n rtlafiOH to iittr ProoMtiinfft on tie 
TruU of Warrtn S»aUng%, S»q and to rtpori wAa< iity 
find tk*m% to tJtd Scute witM Cowmidee won tit 
SoMgtrt appotniod to atoi* pood tie Arbdet ef Iwk^ 
poeohnent ogatnM tie eaid Trarm Efutxngt, Seq and 
ipAo wen eflerwardt (eu. on {k* 17tA efSani, 1794) 
inMrweUd to npori tie eenral naOen «>A»M Asm oc- 
eumd exuee tie oonmenenteni of tie eaxd Promudon, 
end whai ieve, ut tUw* OptnioUf eoninbuted to tie 
Jhraiion iiereof to tie preteni Time, tnXA timr Oheervo- 
twnu (A«r*«pciv 

A SHOBT accxmiit of tBe ejirit of tliij doofnaeot, acd of 
the prbdpal mitl«n irfaloh It ooDtalca, U of high import- 
•noe. It u 4 cntioicm not oolj opoa tbii tri*!, but npon 
the Imv ; 4 thing in this oocntrj of great rantj from 4 
tonroe of iugh nthoiUj It 'irocld also b« a thing of 
great atOity if It voold abow the people of the oonirtry 
vbat they hare been carefrilly diaciphced Dot to beliere, 
that no g^reatsr Berrioe can be rendered to the oommanitj' 
than to expose the abases of the law withcmt which the 
hope of its amendment is for erer eioloded. The riew la 
incomplete, and but sirparflojal, which llr Burke, who was 
the anthor of the doomnaot, takea, eren of that amnH 
portion of tho mass of ahosca, of which be had oocasioo 
to complain. Be neither stretohed his eye to the whole 
of the subject, nor did be oswy its rlalofl to the bottom. 
He was afraiA He was not a man to explore a new and 
dangerous path without associates. Edmund Pnrke lired 
upon spjdaaso— upon the applause of the men who wore 
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able to set a fnslnon ; and the applnu'-c of vnch men ^\ns BOOK VI. 
not to bo hoped for by him wlio should CNpo'^c to the ciivr n 

foundation the iniquities of the juridical sjstein In tho — ^ 

case of public institutions, Mi Burke had al'JO worked 
hini'Jclf into an artificial admiration of the bare fact of 
esistcuce , cspcciall} ancient cxi^itcnco Eicra thing was 
to bo protected , not becau‘jc it was goml, but, because it 
existed Evil, to render it‘'clf an object of reverence in 
his eje, required onl\ to bo reahred Acutoh sensible, 
howcaei, to the spur of the occasion, he felt tho abuses 
which crossed him in his path These he has displaced 
with his usual felicity of language , and these it is of im- 
portance anth respect to tho mntati\o hcnl of mankind to 
have stamped with the seal of his reprobation 

I Under the first head of the report, an analysis was 
given of the duration of the trial, and of the causes to 
which that duration was owing At that time tho trial 
had occupied, through SIX j cars, onlj 118 dajs Of these 
it appeared that in speeches, opening, and summing up, 
the managers consumed nineteen daj s , that in speeches, 
opening, and summing up, and his own addresses, tho 
defendant and his counsel had consumed twentj-two dajs 
In documental y and oral endenco fifty-one days were 
employed by the managers , and tw enty-threo on the pai t 
of the dclenclant But, as the managers brought forward 
the case, they were under the necessity of adducing almost 
all the documents which boro upon the facts, and to inter- 
rogate almost all the wntnesses from whom, on either side, 
any information coidd be denved A great part of this 
evidence the defendant, at the time of his defence, had 
only to apply Lastly, and chiefly, the greater part of the 
long and harassing contentions about the admissibility 
of evidence, took idaco dunng tho fifty-one days which 
are set down to the account of tho managers, but of which 
the greater part was consumed on account of tho de- 
fendant 

"This last cause of tho number of sitting-days,” said 
the report, “your Committee considers as far moie im- 
portant than all the rest, 

“The questions upon the admissibility of evidence, the 
manner m which these questions were stated, and were 
decided , the modes of proceedmg, the great uncertamty 
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BOOK TL tlio Heme of Comznom, and In a great meaware tlie jndi- 
cnap n. dal pnvUegea of the Peen themselree, anj intenneddling 
• in widoh, on their part, we oonoalTo to be a dangeroni 

1"^ and unwanantable aesmnptian of power ” 

Sooh were the effiseta npoa the prinlegea of the I^jrds 
and the Oommona. Jjet na next obaarro what they were 
'opon objeoU of much greater importanoe. 

"The operatdon of thla method iji. In aubatanoe, not 
only to make the jodges master* of the whole prooeaa and 
oobdnot of the trul bat^ throngh that medimn, to tnoa* 
fer to ttimn the ultimate judgment of the oaoae itaelf and 
ita menta. 

These essenbal Inooratiaiis tend, aa your Committee 
oouoeivea, to make an entire alteratioo in the ooostitatloc 
and m the purpoaea of the High Court of Farhament, and 
eren to l ere i ae the andent relatioDa between the Lorda 
azkd the Judgea. 

It tendfl whoDy to take away from the Commooj 
the benedt of maldng good thaor case before the proper 
Judgea, cubmlta ingueat to the Infenor 

OOQ^ 

•Tour Committee aeee no reaam why cci the lame 
prina|daB and preoedenta, the Xjorda may not terminate 
their proceedings, in thia and In all future trials, by eeod- 
fng the whde body of endsnoe taken before them, in the 
shape of a spedal rerdlot, to the Jnxigee, and may not <le> 
xna^ of thim whether Ib^ ought, on the whole matter 
to aoquit or oondemn the priacmer Nor can we disoorer 
any oanae that should hlnitwr t>ii.m from dedding on the 
accnmalatire body of the eTldaoce, aa hitherto they hare 
done in Its parts, and from dictating the existence or non* 
eTWenoe of a misdemeanour or other crime In the pri 
aooer as they think fit, — withoat any more reference to 
prtoclfde or precedent of law than hitherto they hare 
thoQ^t proper to ^iply in determining on the serenl 
parcels of this cause. 

Tour Committee apprehends that rery aerioua Incoo* 
Tenlenoe* and m bdi Wf a may hereafter ariM from a prao* 
tice in the House of Lords, of offMtHsripg Iteelf ga unable 
to set without the Judges of the inferior courta, of ImpU- 
dtiy following their dictates, of adhering with a Hterai 
pterion to the rery words of their responses, sod paUIug 
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them to decide on the competence of the manngei-s for BOOK VI 
the Commons, — the competence of the cMdcncc to bo f'lAr ii 
produced, — who nro to bo pcrimttcd to nppc.n, — wlmt ;; 
questions arc to be asked of witno'^sc'', and, indeed, jtarccl 
by parcel of the whole of the gross case before them, ns 
avell as to dctcmunc upon the order, method, and piocoss 
of e\ery part of their proceedings The pulgcs of the 
lufcnor courts arc b\ law rendered imlcpcndcnt of the 
Crovni But thi'', instead of a benefit to the fiuhjci t, 
would be a grievance, if no way was left of producing a 
responsibility If the Louis cannot, or will not, act v.ita- 
ont the Judges *, and if (which God forbid ') tlic Coniine, is 
should at ain time find it hereafter neccs=ar\ to impeneh 
them before the Lord‘', tlus IIou'jo would find the IjOuIs 
disabled m their function^, fearful of giving nnj judgment 
on matter of law, or admitting any proof of fact without 
them , and haanng once assumed the rule of proceeding 
and practice below as their rule, they must at c\ciy 
instaucc resort, for thoir means of judging, to the autho- 
nty of those whom they are appointed to judge ” 

On the side of judicature, then, the people were loft 
without a remedy The Lords, by nulhfjang themscb cs, 
took away every legal check upon the iniquity of judges, 
because the judges could only be tried befoic tbo Lords, 
and to be tried before the Lords was to be tried by tliem- 
selves 

For the departure from tbo ancient practice of framing 
a general question, within which tho particulai point m 
doubt was comprehended, to the new and extraordinary 
practice of sendmg the particular point itself to tho 
judges, before whom tho cause and its evidence was not 
biought, two possible causes are assignable First 
Talent, and tho exercise of talent, were necessary to the 
framing of general questions , but talent was possibly 
scarce, and the labour of thought undoubtedly jiainfuL 
Secondly General rules, fiwmed to embrace tho particular 
instances, decided as they wem by the judges, w'ould, in 
many cases, not have borne to be expressed, their efficacy 
in corruptmg the administration of justice, would have 
been sufficiently visible, to excite the indignation of the 
world. 

They would have been seen to be, what, by the com- 

TOL T p 



HISTOET OF BRITISH INDIA 


BOOK TL Wenay here obsarr® one of tbe itKwt ran&Aible of the 
caip u expedients of the Ltwyen What they hsTe Isboored from 
- — in eariy date to create and eatabllah in the minde of their 

ooantrymeo la — a bellei^ that it is caimloal erer to ezpreee 
Blftjnw of them or their system. This endearoar has 
hardly been lees dihgeot than it haa been succesafoL Ibe 
belief has grown into one of the meet rooted prinoipleB in 
the TnmHw of the more opulent olaasca of Fjighshmen. 
Ihat it la one of the most pemlcdoca prejudices a in- 
dopntable For it la obno^ that it oonfen upon the 
lawyers, as far as H goes, a oomplete and abeolote lloenee 
to mthe the system of which they are the organs, and 
upon all the happineee of society depends, as £a 

Tonrable to their own interesta, at the expense of those of 
the oomiminity as ever they pleaee. It 1^ therefore^ a 
belief artlfl dally created by the lawyers, for the pcoteoticn 
of their own alraaes and will cerer be showed to teiam a 
place in the mind of any enlightened and dkmierested 
•m«n. The grand remedy for the d^teU of government ii 
to let in apm them pobUoity and eesssare. There are x» 
abosee In the expoa or e of which aoeiety is metre interested 
thoee of the law There is no miaooDduet in the ax 
poeure of which it is more intereated than that of the 
lawyer*. 

The first thing obeerrable in the speech of this great 
lawyer ia the j€ctio»,nDd«r which ho ppea^of the report of 
a oommittee of the Honse of CommoDa. It wsa a pctwtptitt 
pabhahed by one DebreiL The regnlationa of Parliament 
required, that notiee ahonld not be talcen in one of the 
Hooeea, of any thing done In the other The epeech of the 
great lawyer then, was a flagrant Tiolatlon of that rule ; 
for the whole purport of it was to arraign the matttr of 
the writing, which was the prodactlon of the Hooee of 
Commoni, not the mere act of pvbluxitun^ in which alone 
Debrett wu eoocenied. A rale that can be eet aside by a 
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WRATH OF THE LAWYERS AT BURKE’s REPORT, 

fiction, that is, by a declaration more or less false, adapted BOOK VI 
to the purpose, is not a rule that is good for much, as it chap n 

mil never be in substance regarded when any one has a 

motive for breakmg it 

The vmdictive Judge heie speaks of two thmgs, vilifying, 
and misrepresenting If he meant to say, that the report 
of the committee of the House of Commons had misie- 
presented any thmg done by the Judges, of eithei of the 
two descriptions, concerned m the tiial of JIi Hastmgs , 
it IS not true He could not have mentioned a single fact 
which was not justly stated , nor a single censure, with 
respect to which, the fact against which it was pointed, 
and the reasons for which it was apphed, were not both of 
them distinctly assigned Nothmg could be furthei from 
misrepresentation than this 

Further, the offended Judge speaks of two things, vilify- 
ing, and rmsrepiesentmg, as if they were one and the same 
thing, and thereby creates a deceitful and mischievous 
confusion Misrepreseniing, which is conveying a false 
conception of another man, is always bad. It may or it 
may not imply guilt, according to the state of the mind 
fi om which it issued But aU means should be employed 
both to prevent its existence, and to provide a remedy for 
its effects Yilificaiion is a very different thmg , and is 
subject to very different laws Yihfication, as distmct 
from misrepresentation, is the cbnveymg a true cha- 
racter of a bad man. The case is not easy to be con- 
ceived, m which that is not good for society There can 
be no case, m which to publish the true character of a bad 
ruler is not good for society There can be no case, in 
which to pubhsh the tine character of a bad Judge is not 
pre-eminently beneficial to society 

Observe the sleight of hand with which the artificer 
endeavours to pass his counterfeit com Vilification and 
misrepresentation, aie both spoken of as the same thmg 
Misrepresentation is unquestionably bad , and vihfication 
bemg shuffled m, under the same cover, is spoken of as 
bad also And then comes the doctrme, dehghtful to the 
lawyer, that to speak with censme of the dignitanes of 
the law, on any occasion, or m any shape, is the height of 
criminality , and that “ to reflect,” as they call it, upon 
the Judges, that is, to make just remark upon lU-be- 
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BOOK IV u »ny wMch wu regMtled &8 ffrff'dimtly probdble to fonn 
oLkt m. a nttional buia ot aotion. Immediataly after the roUim 
■ of Tippoo from the aiege of Mangalore, and the oattcloaion 

1708 of jofl treaty with the F-nglM^ In 1784, he set np agamrt 
the Kixam a demand for Beejapore. About the eame time 
a dispute troee between Tippoo and the Poona minleien, 
reflpeotmg a part of ihoee acquisitions from the Mahimtta 
tontory which had been made by Hyder daring the 
Beahwiahlp of Ragoba. Thece aromnstaooee, together 
with the Jealousy if not the fean, which the power and 
ohannter of Uppoo inqnred into theae neighbomjng 
ohieft, prodaoed a otmnencm between them, in ocmae- 
quenoe of which a Janotion was formed betweco a Poona 
and Hyderabad army m the begvcidng of the year 1786. 
The temia of reproLataon In which Bnghahmen In India 
were accustomed to speak of the pesme of 1784, led the 
Pocut minlsteiB, aooordiog to the ophiLan of Ooloitel 
TVlDeh, to expeot that the English woold take part in this 
oonfederaoy sgaiost Mysore | and be ia not weB pleased 
with Lord OomwalUi, who lovt no time in letting them 
know that no project of an sBlanoc^ or any other measore 
of an aggreeahe natorcy would be eoteHained by hie 
nation. After a year of warring attended by no ixxnidder 
able result, Tlp]^ and hia eniiTnim were both weary of 
the ooutoBt. A peaoe was eooohided, cc terms not v ery 
fsTOormble to the Boltan, who was slarzned at the pro- 
greaslTe aooomulatioo of the instruments of war in the 
hands of the Fjigifab and deairoDS of an Interval to 
settle hb domlnlotts on the ooast of In these 

circumstances, Lord OamwaBIs was under no spprehen 
slon of a union betwee n Tippoo and the Mshrattas he 
thoQght It by no means jwohahje, that, without the pros- 
pect of sBisooe with the Ftroch, he would provoke the 
dsngera of an Engh ah war and ha coDduded with acme 
assnrinoe that, with the support of Tippoo aloce, the 
Nlsam would not haaird the dangera of realstinoo. Still, 
though not ptobthlj^ it was by no means fanpcwlble, that 
a ccpnoexion subsisted, or might in consequence of tTif 
requisition be fonue<i betwwn the Klxsm and Tippooj 
which, • DO doubt, ^d the Ooreroor-GeDeral, would 
bring on a war calamitoos to the Cbrnatlc, and distress- 
ing to the Company’! aflaira. Tet if eror the claim upon 
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the Guntoor circai was to be enfoiced, the time was now BOOK VI 
arrived , and with regard to the result, should war ensue, caiAP m 

it was, m the opinion of this ruler, impossible that for one 

moment a doubt could he entertained ‘ 

The lesolution hemg taken, the execution was skilfully 
planned Captam Kennaway, a gentleman whose address 
was supposed well calculated to soften vhat might appear 
offensive in his commission, was sent to the court of the 
Niiiam, instructed to employ conciliatory language, and to 
show the utmost libeiahty, m regard to eveiy other point 
respectng which adjustment was lequiied No intimation 
was to be given to the Nizam of the jiroposed demand, till 
aftei the arrival of Captain Kennaway at his court At 
the same time, instructions weie sent to the Residents at 
the several durbars, of the Peshwa, Sindia, and the Raja of 
Berar, to give to these powers a full explanation of the 
proceeding, before mtelhgence of it could leach them from 
any other source The government of !Madras, under spe- 
cious pretences, conveyed a body of troops to the neigh- 
bourhood of the circai , and held themselves m leadmess 
to seize the territory before any othei powei^ could mtei- 
pose, either with arms or remonstrance 

Captain Kennaway was yet on his journey to Hydera- 
bad, when the foUowmg letter fiom the Govemor-Genei-al, 
dated 3rd of July, 1788, went after him by despatch — 

“ Sii, — I have this instant received advice from Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell, that the Raja of Chenka has actually com- 
mitted hostihties on the Company’s possessions at TeUi- 
cherry by order from Tippoo Sir Aichibald appears 
likewise to be decidedly of opinion, that Tippoo will im- 
mediately attack the Raja of Travancore This may, how- 
ever, I think, be doubtful Unless this alarm should be 
blown over, previous to your arrival at Hyderabad, of 
which you cannot fail of havmg certain information, you 
will, of course, recollect that part of your instructions, and, 
instead of declarmg the real object of your mission, con- 
fine yourself to the general expressions of friendship, and 
assurances of our earnest desire to cultivate a good under- 
standmg between the two governments ” 

> Copy of a Letter from Earl Cornwallis to Sir Archibald Campbell, dated 
Calcutta, 30tli of May, 1788 Ordered to be printed, 1792 Wnfs Historical 
Sketches, li 635-659 , ill 36 r 
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BOOK VL fucli »ii enemy as Uppoc^ imtlier provoked attwk, than 
cMixr m. afforded any permanent protection. 

Some time after the erection of the Imee, Hyder irho 
wafl extending hit oonqoeota over the SfaJahar oar^ 

ned hla armi againat the territory of the King of Cochin, 
at leaat the part whioh was withoot the wall of Travin- 
oore oTifi the King rather than lose that part of hla 
dommioni, oonaented to become the tributary of Hyder 
The of Cochin Trafted npcsi Tippoo, m 1770, at 
Paleoatcherry •srhithar he had procoedrf after leaving 
Cahoot. Upon hia return, Ihia reported the inl> 
atance of hla oonfarence with l^ppoo to the Eaja of Tra 
rancaro. Tippoo qneationed him why hia vnlt had not 
been eadler when aomething nsefol might have been 
effected but now the rainy aeaacm waa at hand. I^ppoo 
aaked, if the delay had been oooaaioned by the of 
Travancore. He told the that he ahooJd demand back 
thoae diatncta of Ooohin, which had bean grren to the 
of Ttavanoore, and that he mi^t receive the aid of 
the ilyaore troops to eDioroe the clda It wu doabtfnl 
to the of TraTmooore whether the repor t of the King 
of Cochin wma deoattfol or tree bnt it indicated in eithecr 
oaae the hostile dealgna of Tippoo. 

The made known his bare to the government of 
Mad res, uad reqoeeted a company of Sepoys, with an 
pjtgliwh ofBoer oa a demonstration to the Boltsa of the 
aaaistajQce which he might expect to receive. Sir Archi- 
bald OampbeD, who then presided over the OonnoHs of 
Medrea, not only complied with the Bi^a demand, bnt 
desired his pennladoa to cantoo some battalions of the 
Company’i troops along the strong g r oun ds the 

wiD. For thie service, two battaDona of Sepoys, wltlj 
their proportloa of artillery were soon after sent from 
Bombay 

The arrival of the rainy seaaoD prev en ted active opero- 
tioos dorfng the remainder of the year 1783, hot in the 
month of May of the following year Tippeto again do- 
soended to the coast, and began with summoning the fort 
of Crangmore This, and another place, named Jayco- 
tah,' belonged to the Botch, and were TnafntatrwvT ss a 
Bpedes of o ut w ork to their grand settlement at 
' wwaa ajMotuii, fcj crt. wmu. 
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They were situated close upon the wall of Ti-avancoie, at BOOK VI 
its maritime extiemity, and regarded by the Eaja as of chap hi 

the utmost importance foi the defence of the hnes He — ;; 

prepared himself to join with the Dutch in defending 
them , he represented to the Enghsh not only that Cian- 
ganoie and Jaycotah weie the very key to his country, but 
that he was bound m a defensive treaty with the Dutch , 
he, therefore, made earnest application to the Enghsh 
government to grant him that assistance which the jiresent 
exigency appeared to require 

Mr Hollond, who was now placed at the head of the 
Madras government, happened to be veiy pacifically in- 
clined Ho infoimed the Eaja, that, except foi the imme- 
diate protection of his own dominions, he could not receive 
assistance from the Enghsh , and enjoined him, m a par- 
ticular manner, to abstain from eieiy act which could 
mise the jealousy of Tippoo, or afford him a pretext for 
mvadmg Ti-avancore 

Though Tippoo made several demonstrations, and vent 
so far as to brmg heavy guns from Palacatcheny, as if foi 
the reduction of Cranganore, he retired before the middle 
of May, without commencing the attack , and placed his 
troops at Palacatcherry and Coimbetore It was confi- 
dently expected that he would return at the end of the 
monsoon , and that his first operations would be against 
the possessions of the Dutch Were these m his hands, 
Travancore would be an easy conquest , and, 'in the opinion 
of the Company’s Resident, it would even be difllculfc, if 
not impossible, for the Enghsh detachment to retreat 

In the meantime, intelhgence was received from the 
Cpmmandant at TeUicherry, that, during the whole of the 
rams, that settlement had been environed by the troops 
of Tippoo, and shut up as m a state of rigorous blockade , 
that a cham of posts had been established surroimdmg 
the place, some of them so near, as to be within musket- 
shot of the hnes , that his troops had strict orders, which 
they rigidly obeyed, to prevent the admission of eveiy 
article of supply , that his boats were as vigilant for the 
same purpose by sea, as the troops were by land , and that 
the necessaries of hfe had, m consequence, risen to an 
exorbitant price 

The assurance, conveyed from the Company’s governor 
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BOOK TL their oombiiiod for o o* any uutny to anj of them whloh 
ottjj nL Tippoo thoreaftor might acoomplieh or attempt. 

It ■ffaa deoUred by the OoTWnor-tieiieral to both the 
partjee with whom he wae endeavxraniig to oontraot, that 
the object! wore foor at whioh he ahould aim by the tv 
T o ei^ from the enemy (sdemnlfioakon for the expense 
or loBi imposed opoQ the Company by the 'nr To mahe 
bim restore to the NJiam and Feshwa, if they shcmld take 
part in the conflict, whaterer be or hia father might have 
taken from those powers To wrest from him all that he 
poseeesed of the Csrnatie Fi^en Ghant Aod, m oonse- 
goence of the barbarity which he had exercised on the 
Kain of Malabar to set them free from his dominion. 

The gratifloation of them rcaentment for the losses 
inflicted on them by Uppoo snd his father the remoTsl 
of the terrors with whidi they were haunted by ha am 
bition and power the proep^ of rocorenug what they 
hid lost, and of elevating themaalTes upon his rain, were 
po se rf I I I aids towards obtaining the oUlanoe of the Kixam 
and Mahrattaa 

While the mind of the OoTernor-General ‘was thus 
intensely engaged in preparing the means of war upcm 
the largest s^le, a very dlfTeremt spirit preraDed at Mad^ 
and, on the 6th of Pefaruary be deepatdied to that Freei- 
deney a letter of oompklot and crimination. He obliged 
the Freoldent and CouQoil with negleet of duty and dis- 
obedieooe of orders, In not biTing made the prescribed 
prorialoci of draught osttle for the army in not haring 
suspended the busizieas of the Oompeny's inreatment { 
sn^ after they bad reoelred an explicit declaration from 
the GoTemorAleneral in Ocmncil, of his detenninatlon to 
protect the Raja of Trsraneore in hia porohase of Oranga 
nore and Jayootah if tboee places belonged not to the 
RnJa of Ooohin bat the Datoh, in their haTing; in their 
corroapondence with Tippoo and even with the Raja of 
TraTiDOore and the EngUah Resident in his csmp, with- 
held that deokratian, ai^ thereby diaooarnged a frithfol 
ally in the defence of his co on try against an enemy who 
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■was ■vnthm a fc\\ miles of Ins fiouticrs, and ■n-illi tlio BOOK VI. 
insolence and violence of ■whose character they had long cuap nr 
been full/ ncqiiamted ” — — — . 

To his early decision against the pm chase of the t'wo 
forts, Governor HoUond adhered On the allegation of tho 
Eaja that Sir Archibald Campbell cnconmgcd tho pui chase, 
ho had replied,* “As yon recoiled carl} infonuation of 
Governor Campbell’s departure, it v\ as not acting a friendly 
pait to prosecute ncgociations of so much impoitancc 
•without commumcatiug their commencement and progress 
to me, upon my advising you of my succession to the 
government ” Even after the light of tho Dutch apiieaied 
to bo decidedly XU 01 ed, still he maintained that tho bar- 
gain v as an otFenco against Tixipoo, not to bo justified by 
the law of nations because with equal xiroprioty might 
the Dutch make sale to the Eiench of Sadras and Puheate, 
within a few miles of Fort St George And lastly, he 
domed that tho importance of tho places in question was 
an adequate compensation for the c\ ils of war 

To these reasonings the Govcnior-Gencral made the 
following reply* “In jour letter, dated 3rd of Januarj*, 
you thought propel to lay down principles, ns being, m 
your opinion, founded on the Law of nations, respecting 
the Eaja and the Dutch, which nuhtate against the spiiit 
of our oiders, and vhich wo conceive it was not legulaily 
■within your province 'to discuss, as you aie not rcsxionsible 
for the measure directed ” 

In as far as the government of Madras acted upon theii. 
o^wn notions of justice oi pohey in disobedience to the ex- 
Xiress oidera of those whose commands they had imdertaken 
to obey, they were gmlty of a most sciious offence , but 
in laying their opinions and reasons before the goveimng 
authority, they practised a ■virtue, fiom which ■the govern- 
ing authonty might derive essential advau-tago, and merited 
no msolence of reply 

To then reasonmgs, at the same time, very strong ob- 
jections apphed In the two cases, that of Cranganore and 
Jaycotah, and that of Puheate and Sadras, the circum- 
stance which constituted the matenal part of the ques- 
tion, that, on which its decision, if founded on rational 
principles, would depend, was perfectly leversed Pulicate 

' In Uis letter of tho IGth of Ko'remher 
R 
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BOOK VL gBDM v!tM not credited j and that te bad ordera to 
osir m. remain. < 

— — A ivinnrnl of trar haTmg deterndnod on retreat, the 

I7W. teoopa had orooed the liver in batiet boats, and irere on 
the march nail zoondog by eight o dodc, leavnig the 
prorlsiaDS coUaoted in Sattimai^n], and three pleoea of 
cannon, behind. Uppoo found consdarahle dlfficnlt/ m 
gwH i n g hia arm 7 readj for pnau it, and marohed at laat 
with onlj a part of it. o olook arrived beforo he 

oonU li n ng hU m&ntij aotion. He then meditated 
a deoaire blow ; bnt met with great obatmotionfl from 
the atrong hedgM with which the grotmd wia enoloeod 
and, being at laat alarmed, by the report that Oeseral 
Hedowi was at hand, a rep^ of which the Knginh com- 
mander dexteronaiy availed hnnitel^ he drew on the 
approach of night. 

Hnnog the action, Ookmel Rc^rd received a despatch, 
m which he wia told th^it Qeneiel hledowa on the 14tb 
woold march for TeUadi. This wia not on the direet rsad 
from Ooimbetcn to Sattfamzngnl, nor that m which Flnyd 
vna retreating and femn the place at which he had ardved 
to Yelladl, wia twantj The only ohane^ however 

for Biviikg the army wu to Ibcroe the Junction. He began 
his marrAi at two odoci: in tbs mcnin^ and with^t 
seeing the snemy reached Yelladl at eight at night, idien 
the troop ! had been without proriaiona, and 
fasting for three days. The Oenml had already passed 
ten mdea in advance of YeBadL He waa immediately 
appdxed of the state of the detachment, and next mom- 
i^ retraced hU atepa. The army then marched bach to 
Cofanbetorev where they were Joined by the dhTaton of 
Colonel Stojui from lUacatcherry 
T3»o Saltan, dkappoorted In hti expectation of enUing 
off the diiperied diviaicma of the army in detail, 

now tnised hli operations against the rhaJn of their 
depfita. This is described by Oolonol TTHka as very im- 
perfect • Caroor" he aayi, coold scarcely be deemed a 
good depit Erroed was better qualified to contain then 
protect atorea and aalUmnngul was ill adapted to either 
puiposc." Em»d, from whlc^ in cootemplation of what 
happened, the greater pert of the garrison had bom with- 
dram, capitnii ted aa soon as the tmemy appeared. After 
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emptying tlio storehouses of Erroid, tlie Sultan marched BOOK. VI 
mahue directly south, and ims followed by the English cnAr in 

army, which left Coimbctoro on the 29th of Scptcmlicr, — 

and m sis marches armed at Erroad On the daj on 
which the English left Erroad, the Sultan proposed to 
encamp in a situation about sixteen miles distant, nhenco 
he could march, either upon a consoy that was adiancing 
from Caroor, or upon Daraporaiu, or upon Coimbctorc, 
according to the dll cction which the English might take 
The Eughsh army came up , and ho increased his ilis- 
tanco by a nocturnal march. Gcueml Medows waited to 
protect his conioj from Cai-ooi , and the Sultan marched 
toward Coimbctorc He knew' that the held hospital, 
valuable stores, aud the battermg tiwiu, were left with a 
very feeble garrison , but after performing a march in that 
direction, his intclbgcnce, which never failed him, an- 
nounced the important fact, 'that Colonel Hartley had just 
ascended from the Malabar coast, and reinforced Coimbc- 
tbie One point of his plan yet remained, ho mai died rapid- 
ly toward the south , found Daraporam miserably pron Jed 
for defence , carried his approaches to the ditch ; and on 
the 8th of October entered the place by capitulation 
The English General, alarmed by the danger which had 
threatened the loss of Coimbotore, returned in haste to 
that grand dep6t , which ho resoh ed to render as strong 
as circumstances w'ould admit 

"WTule he was employed in strengthening Coimbetore, 
an object of great importance engaged tbs attention of 
Tippoo Colonel Kelly, the officer who commanded the 
corps of defence before the passes which led more imme- 
diately to the Cai natic from ]\Iysore, died, and was suc- 
ceeded by Colonel Maxwell, toward the end of September 
On the 24th of October, m obedience to orders received 
from General Medows, this coips invaded Baramahl Of 
this the Sultan was not long without intelligence Leav- 
ing about one-fourth of his army to watch the motions of 
General Medows, he marched with the remainder in gieat 
haste toward BaramahL On the 9th of November, several 
bodies of his light cavalry reached Colonel Maxwell’s ground 
On the ilth, the Colonel’s cavalry, one regiment, allowed 
themselves, mveigled m pursmt, in a defile, to be attacked 
by a great supenonty of force, and were driven back with 
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BOOK YL *olf beyond my abfli^ and exandsed every Hud of 
<xir m. bardabip nrid oppreenan over tbo ryot*, in ooUccting 

money to p*y the Oompony thongh, in doing thla, I 

I’TW* luffer ^ tln*e ^rtuch » fetl^ feel* xAen he a 

obliged to oppreaa and iqjtiro his om son. 8aoh is the 
impoveriihed ati^ of the oonntry that it is by no means 
to the bnrdec and I most stncoreJy and frith great 
tmth do daelaie, that 1 am neocniated to dntfr the very 
blood of my ryot* to pt^ my present heaTy instalment to 
theCoinpai^“ He not oinly remonstrated vnth the utmost 
Tchemenoe against the additionaJ payments irhioh the 
DnectorB commanded to be impoaed upon brm j but he 
eameatly prayed for relief even from th^ which, by the 
treaty fdth Bir Archibald Campbell, he bad engaged hnn- 
■elf to aostain. Nor was it tiH a period anbaetpient to 
the amral of General lledows^ that his oonsent to tlie 
new hardens wu obtatned. 

'WMe the Nabob was preeeed on this important snb- 
Jeot, he had reocuise to an expedient whieh sneceeded *o 
TwU when employed frith Mr Hastanga He lodged tm 
aooosahon against tb* Qoremor of Madras ftnd sent a 
letter prlrately to the GoTenttr-Oenaral, throogh a snbab- 
t^rm in the Cennpany’s army The grt i T i t ' ^s of the ocoosa- 
tlon the Gorernor-Oenetel directed to be exuiinod by Q 
Comniltteo In regard to the private letter its bearer 
ho odoptod a lino of condnet differing widely from that 
whioh, on a almtlar ocoation, had bera parsnsd by Afr. 
Hasticiga. If I bad not,” mid be, in his answer to the 
Is sbob, “ belirred thut the condnet of Uentenant Cochrane 
proceeded only from famdrertency I ahoold have been 
highly displeased with him for pr es tiin TTr^ to undertake 
tho dehrery of a letter to me of enoh serions import from 
voor Highness, without tho knowledge or sanctioc of the 
Madras goremment } which I nm sere, npon a little re- 
flection, yoor Hlghnem nrast agree with me, in thlnkiDg 
tho only regular and proper rJi a m a d d emumnn iwvHmi 
between na." 

When the war broke out, the danands of the T-njlUb 
for money become more uigent the bcakwordnos of tho 
bebob in his poyments eootmnod tho ■"tw* “After ft 
’ o' !«?«*. ntwioi,rp, 17 
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most attoutivo cousideration of tlio subject,” say the BOOK VI 
Pi-esideut and Coimcil of Madias, m their political lottoi, chap irr 

dated the 16th of September, 1700, “ we resolved to sub- 

mit to the supreme govomment the correspondciice u Inch 
had taken place betaveen our Picsident and the IMabob , 
and to point out to his Lordship in Council the impolicy 
of depending for our principal resources, at a time u lion 
the greatest exertions were necessary, and pecuiiiaiy sup- 
plies weie of the utmost impoitance, upon the opoiations 
and management of the Nabob’s govcinmeiit, of mIucIi tho 
system was perhaps as defective and insufficient as any 
upon earth And we did not hesitate to dcclai o it as oui 
unquahfied opinion, that this goiemmont ought, diiijiig 
the -war, to take the Nabob’s couutrj’- under tlinn own 
management, as aftording tho only means by whicli tin 
resouices to be derived fiom it could bo loah/od, and iht 
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BOOK TL "W® find aLso 'Qui the oolleotor at TndfilDopolj tis an- 
C3ur m. Hxnmtennfe manj diffloaltiea,lii eataljliBliiiig th® ComptnjV 
■ arrtlioritjr In the difierant distncta, from the oppontian of 

'an, tnnod -faro® 'lud that so Tery induatrion* hav® the 
Nabob e aomi ’been dn throwing obstaolea in the way tlut 
not an acooimt waa to bo foond in any of 'th® TiHago Cot- 
ohene®, nor any pnblio eerTant who c^d giro the smalkit 
Infbnnatiaci and that they have been partioolazly aotire 
in difpoaing of all the gram m th® country We hkewise 
obaar^ in -tibe uitelhgence tram Tanjoro, that the 
had been reoently aereral TilUgea, and that the 

repairs of tantra and water-oonises had been neglected, 
-that Iho Oompany^ coUooton might not be able to pro- 
dooe nmeh income. 8<i(^ triendfi and allies can be looked 
upon ai httle better tbn open and deolaied enemies. And 
■uoh a oondnot on their -part is sn HI return for the pro- 
tection that has been ooneiantly afTorded them by the 
Bwtaih nation. ‘ 

The opposition which the Engheh enccamteied on the 
part of the people themaelva^ was naturally crated by -the 
ooorie whiok the Fngitah puraned. They profeaeed, that 
they wore to retain ^ gorernment of the oonnLiy only 
dtiriog the war After one or two yeera, the tmarmn and 
the power would again be cooslgDed to the Nabob when 
those who dntiDg that interral bad acted agreably to his 
innltnaimns -would be Ihroored ( those who oonfoaned 
to the inohnaUena of the T-yigltah coOeoiatnia, therefore, 
oontinued far bolow the amount to -whioh a penna 
Dent arrangement might hare been expeoted to bring 
them. 

Hypocr is y -was the cause -which produced the difflcolH* 
resulting to the English from their cunnaxion with the 
Nabob. They desired to hold hnn up to the worid, as an 
Independent Trince, their ally -when it was neceoery they 
ahould act as hb lord and maator If -they ancoeeded in 
persuading no other person that he -was on independent 
Pnnce,th^>auoceeded in porsniding hnnself And -very 
naturally on erery occasion, ho opposed the moat atronu 
ous resistance to erery adujiao of thoirB, which had the 
appeoraneo of Inrading hla authority If the defence of 
the c ouulr y retted -with the Enghah and if -they -found 
Otnrrt latter t» IWrt sc Owrj*, iJrtrt atb Xnj- -mi 
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that to govern it through, the agency of the Nabob de- BOOK VJ. 
pnved them of its resources, and above all mflicted the ohap hi 

most grievous oppression upon the inhabitants, lesults, 

the whole of which might have 'been easily foieseen, 
without waitmg for the bitter fruits of a long experience , 
they ought from the begmnmg, if the real substance, not 
the false colours of the case, are taken for the ground of 
our decision, to have made the "Nabob m appearance, what 
he had always 'been m reahty, a pensioner of the Company. 

What may be said m defence of the Company.is, that par- 
liament scanned their actions with so much ignorance, as 
tomakeihem often afraid to pursue their own views of 
utibty, and rather take anothei course, which would save 
them from the hostile operation of vulgar prejudices 


CHAPTER IV 

CormoaUis tales the Commaivl — Second Campaign hegxns 
— Siege of Bangalore — March to Senngapatam — 
Operations of the Bombay Army — Battle at Arikera 
between Cornwallis and Tippoo — Army in Distress for 
BvUocls and Provisions — Obliged to i etiirn — Operor- 
tions of the Mahratta Contingent] — Afegociations with 
Tippoo — J)ebate in the House of Commons on the War 
with Tippoo — Preparations for a third Campaign — 
Reduction of the Forti esses which commanded the Passes 
into the Carnatic, and threatened the Communications — 
Operations of the Nizam's Army, and of the Mahiatta 
Contingent, in the interval between the first and second 
March upon Senngapatam . — Operations of the Bombay 
Army I — Operations of Tippoo — March to Senngapa- 
tam — Intrenched Camp of the Enemy stormed before 
Senngapatam — JPreparations for the Siege — Negoci- 
ations — Peace . — Subsequent Arrangements 

TJC'HEN the breach with Tippoo first appeared mevitable, 
’ ' the Governor-General formed the design of pi oceedmg 
to the coast, and of taking upon himself the conduct of tihe 
war He resigned that mtention, upon learnmg that 
General Medows was appomted Governor of 'Fort St 
George But he resumed it, when -the success of the fii-st 
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BOOK VL already in the greAtert distreo for grain, of whidi a 
caur IT quantity h*d been deatroyed from TTBut of ability to cany 
it on. 

l“ffl It had. been plumed that General Aberoromby with the 
Bombay army ehoold aaoend the Ghauts from ^falahar 
and penetrate to the oeotre of the Saltan's dandnions, in 
oo-operation ■with the mam army from, the east. With 
infinite labour that army had oanetmoted roads, and 
oamod a battering train, with a largo supply of proviuana 
and atoToa, oro fifty mflea of stopendoua mountain* 

“ every separate gun being hoisted orar a e nnow i r on of 
ascents by ropea and taokle. They had reached Food! 
dierram by the flnrt of March. Bat aa Lord Cornwallis 
waa not yet ready to adTinoe, he transmitted initrnotiooa 
to that Oeooral to halt end only after he tetmned to 
Bangalore, with the oavalry of the Nliam, sent him otdais 
to advanoe to Periapatam, a place distant about three 
marchas from Seringapatam. 

When the army M by the Goramor-General, arnred 
at Arikflia, the merwaa already eo falb render im 
pnetioable, or at axiy rate dingerous, his original plan of 
oroaamg at that plaoe. rviTnm TTn</-i«tii‘iT>j bowerer was 
neoaesary with the army of Abenamnby j and he resolTsd 
to the ford of Camambeddy eight milee above Bennga 
patam. The Saltan, in the mean time^ not darmg to 
laare his capital to strike a blow at the army deacandlng 
from the west, ashamed to lei it be invcited without 
a straggle, bad mostered reaolntJciB for a battle. On the 
aame day on which the Rn giinh army arrired at Arikem, 
the enemy took up a strong positkm aboat six mni-m m 
their frtsit As the groriDd for tho direct approach of the 
Engiieh army was un&tvomrablei, being a narrow broken 
space between the rtTer and a ridge of hfils, tho com 
mrtwier resolved, by a march, which he learned was pruo- 
tdcable, to ones, during the night, the ridge of bnu od 
the enemy’s righ^ io turn his flank before daydigbt, 
and gaining bis rear ont off the retreat of the Train body 
of bis army to Serln^potam. A dreadful storm diecoiH 
oerted thk weB-platmad enterprise by rendonng it Im 
poeiiblo for the e or pa to find tbm way and proceed In 
the dark. Lord Cornwallis, boworer halting till dawn 
reeolred to persevere, as he could not repeat his stratagem 
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aftei tlie enemy Tvas appnzed ; and expected some advan- BOOK VI 
tage, by forcmg him to an action on other ground than aur i\ 

that ivluch he had dehherately chosen 

“ Tippoo Sultaun did not decline the meotmg , and the 
praise,” (says Colonel "Wilk^ who ajipears to have httlo 
pleasure in prajsmg the Svlt&n, hut great in imputing to 
him aU the had quahties which belong to the most despic- 
able, as well as the most odious, of the human race), 

“ cannot, in justice, be denied to him on this oceasion, of 
seeing his ground, and executing his movements, with a 
degree of promptitude and judgment, which would have 
been creditable to any officer ” The loss of the Enghsh 
was chiefly sustained during the time necessaiy to form 
under the guns of the enemy For aftei they were in a 
condition to advance, the troops of Tippoo did not long 
maintain then ground , and were pursued till they found 
refuge under the works of Senngapatam 

So ill were the arrangements of the Enghsh taken foi 
procuring mteUigence, and so well those of Tippoo for 
interceptmg it, that no information was possessed of 
General Aberciomby, to open communication with whom, 
it was now resolved to march to Camambaddy In this 
march, lengthened by a circmt to twenty miles, three 
days were consumed , exhibiting to the enemy, m the 
battering tram, and almost eveiy pubhc cart in the army, 
dragged by the troops, "conclusive evidence,” says Colonel 
Wilks, “ of the uttei failure of aU the eqmpments of the 
Enghsh army ” Not only were food and carriage wantmg, 
but fatigue, with the rams, which were now almost mces- 
sant, and defective unwholesome food, had filled the camp 
with disease, in which, m addition to other horrors, the 
small-pox raged ivith uncommon violence 

Such, m the nund of Lord Comwalhs, was the state of 
the faculties on which foresight depends, that, after he had 
brought the army to the extreme point of its hne of 
operations, on the day after his arrival at Camambaddy, 
when the official reports of the mommg were presented 
to him, and not before, did he discover, that all this 
misery, all this loss of lives, and all this enormous ex- 
pense, weie to no purpose, that he could not attempt a 
smgle operation, that he must destroy the whole of the 
battermg tram, and heavy eqmpments, and lose no time 

VOL. V. I 



HISTOBY OB BBinSH INDIA 


BOOK VI 

OBAT IT 


179L 


nil contemptible battle in their own defence Ihe pruotico 
oomea down from a remote iuitlqait 7 end merki tbct 
miBettled end berberotte eUte of e^etj when merobeots 
are obliged to depend npon tbemeelree for the means of 
thar defence. aiperieoood ntility of thalr eemoee 
hes procur ed them ooneldersble prrrilegeB. Tbej ere 
regarded as nentral in all wars i thej anjoj e right of 
treneit tbrongb ell ocontnes and the ermlea, which spare 
nothing eiee, eat ncder a speoies of obllgatKin, seldom 
violated, of respecting the p ro p e rty of the Brinjemoa. 
One of the offioers of the Company Captain Alexander 
well aoqaeinted with the language end oostoma of 
the netivee, suggested to the Commander In-Chiaf the 
expedient of crening of the extansiTe reeonrcea 

of the Beipjarries. It was reaclved, in consequence that 
enoonragemant tbonld be held out to them, to reacrt with 
thalr cargoes to the KngUsh oamp. Oaptam Bead was 
employed to drcnkta Int^gence and Wore the erTiral 
of the army he had oolleo^ more then ten thouaend 
buUockdoeds of grain. 

For the mpply of bollotdx, nearly forty tbonaand of 
whioh had been lost m the kit campaign, Lord Coro* 
wadi, beside the ooQta«otora,en]ployed agents to purchase 
thttm on the pari of the goremment, and directed the 
Bune to be done at ilsdrsa. As a relief to the exlgendee 
of this depaitment, he also made an agreeanent with tho 
offloora, to carry and provide their own tente for a monthly 
oBowence, donng the remainder of the war end e similar 
errsngemggt with the offioen mimmandhig battalions of 
sepoys, for the tents of their corps, tnd the carriage of 
their ammunition and stores. Upon the arrival of the 
army at Bangalore, it wta found il^ sucoess had attended 
those exertloni, and that 100 elephants from Bengal bad 
amred at Velore. 

The army had the farther satisfaction of learning that 
Oup^ootah, which had been for some besieged by the 
Nlxsm's troops, irvJnitlnj the British detachment, snr 
rendered on the ISth of Jont^ and had given a raluable 
eoontry to that oily 

The intelligenee also from Europe was exhllaratins to 
an army keen for the contlnnance of the war On the 
22nd of December 1 90, Hr Hlppesly in the House of 
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Commons, had called in question tlio justice and policy of BOOK VI 
the war , had aftirmed that the Raja of Tiavancoie was ciiiVr iv 

the aggressor, hy his lines on the Cochin tenitorj, and his 

pm chase fiom the Dutch, that the Mahrattas -wcie the 
people from whom in India the gieatest danger impended 
over the interests of England, and that the KJjsoro 
sovereign was ^ aluahle as a balancing power , that the 
resources and genius of Tippoo rendered a var against 
him an undertaking of no common difhcultj and hazaid , 
and that the finances of the Company, feeble and ex- 
hausted as they v ere acknowledged to be, could ill endure 
the burden of an expensive war JIi Francis and jNIi 
Fox repeated and enforced the same considerations 

On the 28th of February, Mr Hippesly renewed the 
discussion, -when the alliance concluded with the Nizam 
and Mahrattas, affoi ded a new topic Ho complained that, 
in those treaties, though made ostensibly on account of 
the attack on Travancoie, the Raja was not mentioned 
The cause, however, of the Raja vas mcluded in that of 
the English , and the interposition of such a people ns the 
Jlahrattas and the Nizam, in any shape, between the 
Enghsh and their allies, was incapable on almost any 
occasion of conducing to good, far fiom incapable on many 
occasions of conducing to evil 
Ml Fox assaded the alliance m a tone of vehement 
reprobation He denounced it a plundenng confederacy 
for the purpose of extirpating a lawful Piiuce He said, 
that when the progress of civilization had rendered men 
ashamed of offensive alliances in Europe, we had signalized 
our vuliue by renewing them m India He described the 
family compact of the House of Bourbon, as the last of 
th.ose odious leagues which had disgraced the pohey of 
civilized Europe As soon as a better order of thmgs m 
France arose, it dissolved, he said, that wretched engage- 
ment, and put an end, he hoped for ever, to those expedi- 
ents of wicked governments in a barbarous age 

In reply to these accusations, circumstances were 
presented to show 3 that the war m the first place was 
defensive , m the next place necessary to deter an insati- 
able enemy fiom perpetual encroachments , and lastly, 
pohtic, as affording every prospect of a favourable termi- 
nation, And on the 22nd of March, Mr Dundas moved 



mSTORY OF BETTIBH IKDIA 


BOOK VL gre*t n>mTn^ into two parU at tte top, on eacli of which 
CHAT IT wia erected a citadel the one aflbrding a eecore retreat, 
■ thcngh the other were ^ that irwana doohling 

ni. the labour of reduotlaiL 

Ueutonant-OtdoQol Btaart, empk^ed d urro g the flret 
oampcugo in reducing Dmdegul and Palaoatcharrj was 
deetined to ootnmand at the siege of Sarendroog. On the 
10th of December he eDcamped within three mUee of 
that of the rock from which it was proposed to canT' 
on the attack whDe the Cammander m-Chief made that 
disposition of the rest of the army which seemed best 
adspted to oorer the beaiegen, and eeonre the ouufuy 

first labour was immense, that of cutting a way 
thmngb the powerfol juD^e^ and transporting heavy guns 
orer the rooks and hllU whloh intervened. 

The oloaensn of the earrounding hills and woods had 
rendered thij fartroB as remarkable for its naxiaus at 
moaphere aa its strtmgth. Its name signified Uturally the 
rook of death. And the Soltan congratulated his army 
upon the siege at which one b«1f, he said, of the English 
army would be destroyed by aiokness, the other by the 
eword The oanfidenoe of the guadsoo in the streni^ of 
the (dace had this good efieot, that it mode them regard 
the approach of the beategaie as of Httls importance 
and they were allowod to erect their batteries without any 
further oj^KialUon than the fire of the fort 
"Within three days after the opening of the batteries 
the breach was praotloahle. The Jungle was now of sd 
Tsntige ; for growing oloee up to the rcry wall, the troc^ 
were sble to scramme up uniwrn^ by the 
tugged parts of the rook, and mfidw a lodgement within 
twenty yards of the breach. The Slst of December was 
the day eboeon for the assault and Lord Ooinwallis end 
Gsnend lledows amred to witneas tho terrible scene. 
Ths grenadiers of ths 02nd, and oompanies of tbs 
•■eth regiment, led by Captain Gsgev wwre to g«in the 
oastem summit Gsptaln ilonaon, with the light cosn- 
pany of the Clnd, was to scour ths works on the western j 
the flank oompanies of the 71st, under fk ptatfv^ liodMy 
and Eobertson, were to engage whaterer works or parties 
might be found in the between ; the and 

’'2nd regiments to f^knr the flank j ■tvT parties, 
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BOOK TL to tho oamm&ndint to £ifi btok to Ptbntrhegy if > 
rr powttftil enemy t|jpMr ITie perty iriio ■wnro now 

— jMit ■g«Trut Coimbetore ^jjwnrod not to Limrtentnt Qal- 
mar* luffiniantly foEmidebla to temore hfm from Idi poat. 
After ft sloge, howarer of Mine durtfafin, ft breftdi vbs 
and on the Uth of Jtily the enemy sttampied to 
ctonn. Q tu irith greet dlfionl^ that order tu pn- 
■erred ftmang- the TniTBSoon troops bat the seel of 
their Freoeh osmmftnder ftbly eeoonded the exertions of 
the lieatanszrt, the enemy wore repulsed with greet 
■Ifto^itar Uiior Qippage, who ftdrsoced with expechiian 
from Fftlftocti^crry completed their dleoomhtnre, taHrvg 
the two gozti with which they bed breftched the fbri, cod 
puf s alu g till they arosed the Bowftnh 

Ai the ttma of thla ^ftssftcticm, the Soltftn, with his 
ermy hsd % morement towxrde the norih, with the 
IntffiitioD, IS Wfts at first supposed, of proceeding sgsiint 
p TTTugr aj n Bhow, m the pmmnoe of OMttiedroog. This 
ftlsrmed OamweUis so mnoh, thst he thnoght h neoesnry 
to mftbe ft few mcrohes in the aune direoties, fbr the pro- 
poe of recsIUng the hAtOe e r m y Bat Tlppoci, hftTlcg 
c o T er e d t Urge oonrcywhloh he expected frm Bednore 
hftTtng rooted, by ft detachment, ft corps of the army of 
Pnrsm^ Bhow left by thst chief cm his roote to Bersh, 
for the porpoM of V4 ti^ Mndgerry end herliig ter^ 
rifled into flight the gamson thrown 1^ the Hahnitss at 
the arrnn time into Qreai BaUpoor retizmed to the nelgh- 
booihood of his ApHal. As soon is there, be deapetched 
Bummer od. Dean KTiair^ his In «vTmm»Tw^^ hTtj> 

Colmbetoro. Becde the srmy which thia Oenenl led into 
Ooimbetnre, s light chiefly horse, proceeded with 
him tni ftfta he descended the Onjil hutt y psi% end then 
er o s sln g the Gkrery proceeded throogh the TapKyrr pass 
end with great eeore^ and daspstch, oondaoted s new 
KeHedsr with a reinforoement, to KlstnnghaHy the only 
pkea of importaoce whkh llpipoo now possessed, between 
Bangslnre and the Cfcmstic. This service performed, they 
remained to ravage the country j and threatened intemipv 
tion to the Brltiah co o t oji . 

IQie Khan arrired bc&re Oohnbetcire, t o w ard s the end 
of O ctober with a finre^ of which the e ai li nai a^ ct COO 
regolar caraliy, 8000 regohr In&ntiy and flxirteeD 
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BOOK TI ngbt «iid th® left war® to poasoanon of tli® pcsia 

CBAT IT wWoli dalioitded tlie enKoy*® *Twi tt® front dlvliloiii 

«- ■ of tH til® thro® oolniDits, aftor anying "what "waa immedi- 

alaly opposed to them, ■wore to onifli ■^ith th® fogrtiroa, 
anti aDdearroQT to get posMsiioc of the batteiio® on th® 
Jahuid. Bo eaily an attack, boforo th® jun ctio n of the 
Bombaj army during the darVnw of the night, ttes 
probably unexpected by Tippoo. Th® a JIia a, to whom the 
plan of the attack wu not oomimmioated, till after th® 
oohtmn* had marched, were in th® gnateat oanstematian. 
To attack with a haodfol of in&ntiy and without o a rm on, 
the whcd® of Eppoo*! ar my m a fortified ramp under the 
walla of hla captal, appeared to them sn extraardumry 
attempt, thezr aurpriae wae izmrvaaed, when told. 

t.Wi: Lord OomwalUa in penon oommanded the dirialon 
which wai to penetrate the centre of the enemy*® camp 
•od had gone to fight, aa th^ axpreaaod it, lika a pnjate 
soldier 

When the oohnims were on the mar oh, the camp was 
struck, and the baggage padced th® oorpa of artillery 
and the quarter and rear guards of the hne, stood to their 
guns ajTd ajmin whQe the reeem^ oanabrtingf of the 
oarahy and the Tth brigad*^ were drawn op in firont of the 
camp, to aot as ooaaeion mi gh t Teqmre, or to pan a night 
of the keenest anxiety 

Between ten eleren oolook the centre oohnnn 
touched iq>on the enemy’s gn&d guard, who were escort* 
ing a party of rocket-cnen for the annoyanoe during the 
td^t of the En^lah oamp. Ihe Irnisemon galloped back 
to the Him ) but the hub wHb the rooksta remained, and 
endeaToured by diefhargtng thjrm to hsisas the mTnh 
At the time whan the rocketing began, the left diTiskm 
were ascending the Oanghaut hm, which soon became 
fllrrmtued with the diachaige of znuaquetry The canfaw 
oolnTTin (the men, as soon as diseorered, lengtTwtnmg the 
step, though aOenoe waa not faroken hy a amgtt Tohtf, and 
In one minute morlng at dooble the • ffirrrw pace) gained 
the hedge, end entered the eoezuy’i lines, about fifteen 
mlnutea after the return of the hortomen h*d comjnnnl- 
cated to the enemy the ahum. The right divialon, which 
had a more dlffioatt maroh, T<d was misguided to a potnt 
more distant than was intended, wrrtfir^ the bound*hedge 
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about half-past cloven, Tvhon the discharge of cannon and BOOK VI. 
musq^uotry, shou'ed that the rest of the troops lind oi ory ovaf ir 

vrhere closed mth the enemy 

Of the centre column, 3700 firelocks, the front coipis ^"^2 
had for its primary object to pass into tho island ivith the 
fugitives tho corps in tho centre ivas first to clear tho 
right of tho camp, and next, if possible, to gam tho island ; 

Tvhilo that in tho rear was to form a resorvo undoi Lord 
Comwalhs, in a position uhero ho might support tho 
other two, and wait the co-ojicration of tho columns on 
his right and left Tho head of tho column penetrated 
tho hedge, under a heavy but ill-dircctcd firo, both of 
cannon and musquetry , and as it advanced, tho enemy 
gai e way. Tho leading companies, tho Captains of which 
had been instructed to charge themselves, each particu- 
larly with the men of his own command, and, in getting 
to the fort, to regard the celonty more than the sohdity 
of their movement, pushed thoir way directly to tho 
nver Amid the entanglements of tho nce-fields, and tho 
darkness and hurry of tho night, the front companies 
separated into two bodies The party which first reached 
the ford, crossed without opposition under the very walls 
of the fort Captam Lmdsay pushed mto the sortie in 
hopes of entermg the gate with tho fugitives , but it had 
been shut immediately before, and the bridge drawn up 
The second party reached the same ford, about five 
mmutes after the first had gamed the opposite side The 
passage was now more difficulty for the ford was choked up 
by the crowds of the enemy pressmg mto the island No 
resistance was, however, attempted, and though some 
guns were discharged from the fort, they were not directed 
to the forcL The first party marched across the island, 
and took post near the southern side Colonel Knox, who 
commanded the second, proceeded towards the eastern 
angle of the island, near which there was a pettah, or 
town, called Shaher Ganjam, with hnes and batteries 
towards the nver cormnandmg the eastern ford The pet- 
tah was hardly earned, when a finng began from the bat- 
tenes on the nver It indicated that the troops on the 
left had penetrated the enemy’s camp, and, it might be, 
were foremg their way mto the island. The Colonel de- 
spatched the greater part of his corps to take these 
VOL. v X 
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BOOK VL Thli WM the Ust of the emem/i attempts. The redonbt 
cBir IT 7u a aoeoa of oamage. Two offloen, and nineteen pri*' 
' - Tates, lay dead upon the grtnnwi throe offloers and twenty- 
two pirratee, ^ero o aly wounded, were poiiehing for 
aadaUnoe | and the roei were nearly exhanated with 
want anti Iktlgne Ahoat foor m the afte^don, the 
fire fiom the rooks began to alaoken, and the enemy with- 
drew 

The battle every where seemed now to be given np 
The enemy however waa only prppemig for hla attack on 
the troopa In the island. A oc^dermble fcctoe advanced, 
abont fire oolook, whl^ was without mnoh difficulty 
lepulaed. But the received ^nfnrm«:t^ftn, that a 

desperate attempt would be made to drive thorn from the 
ialsnd during thw night. They made thedr disposition* 
for defenoe and the troops lay open their arms in ancoos 
expeoUtioQ of the sjaanlt but the meaning dawned wlth- 
OTtt an alarm. 

In the preoeding evening Lord Oomwallis issued, in the 
shape of general ordars, a fiatterlng oomplizuent to the 
army and seldom has a tribute of applause been more 
richly daserred. The pkn of the attack has the character 
of good sense upon the hoe of it, and is stamped with the 
approbatkiQ of mlHtary men while it is evident to all, 
that the oondoct of the army in Ha ezeoutlon, whether 
inteUeoi or bravery be oonaidered, was such as it would 
not be easy to surpasa. The only point of failure re- 
garded, as UBQsl, the article of Intalllgenoe. The local! 
ties of the quarter against which Gtsisnl Uedowa was 
directed, were m undnstood and henoe arose his defect 
of auooesB. 

The total of kfTlwd, wounded, and mlffng , aooordlog to 
the returns of the BriUah army was 63fi. The loss of the 
enemy was estimated at 4000 slain ; but the d«ertians 
were the pnndpal oaose of his duninution of force. TTia 
troops were withdrawn from the redoubts on the north 
aide of the nver during the night of the 7th and on the 
morning of the 8th, the remains of his army were ool- 
lected, the infantry within the w orks of the fort, the 
cavaby and baggage on the south aide of the river towards 
hlTBOre. 

ArrangemeDts were now vniiw ■ml executed for beaieg- 
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ing the fort Three European regiments, seven hattahons BOOK VI 
of sepoys, a captam’s command of artiUery, weie esta- chap iv 

blished m the island , and occupied the position taken 

ongmaUy by Colonel Stuart, in front of the Sultan’s 
gardens While the fort occupied the western extremity 
of the island, and, with its woili, comprehended the space 
of a mde, the Sultan’s new palace and gardens covered 
a similar extent at the eastern extremity Previous to 
the war, the space between these gardens and the fort was 
occupied by the houses and stieets of the most flourishing 
capital, at that time, in the do mini ons of any native prmce 
m India. With the exception of the pettah, or suburb, 
already mentioned, which constituted the eastern extre- 
mity of the town, the rest had aU been destroyed, to make 
room foi the batteries of the island, and to form an espla- 
nade to the fort The gardens in which the Sultan de- 
hghted, laid out in shady walks of large cypress trees, and 
enriched with all the vegetable treasures of the East, were 
cut to pieces and destroyed, to furnish materials for the 
siege , while the gorgeous palace adjoimng, was converted 
into a hospital for the sick 

On the evening of the 8th, Tippoo sent for Lieutenants 
Chalmers and Nash, whom he had retamed in contempt 
of the capitulation of Coimbetore They found him sitting 
under the fly of a small tent, on the south glacis of the 
foit, very plainly dressed, and with a small number of 
attendants He gave them presents, and charged them 
with letters to Lord Cornwallis, on the subject of peace, 
which, he gave them assurance, he had never ceased to 
desire Contrary to the usual custom of Tippoo, their 
confinement had not been cruel 

At day-break on the 10th, the cavalry of Tippoo, who 
had crossed the river about six miles below the island, got 
round undiscovered to the rear of the left wmg of the 
Enghsh camp, and, advancmg between the position of the 
Enghsh, and that of the Hyderabad army, were taken by 
the Enghsh piquets and rear guards for a part of the con- 
federate troops On passmg the park of artillery, they 
asked some of the camp followers for the Burra Salnb, or 
commander , who, supposmg they meant the officer of 
artillery, pointed to his tent They gallopped towaids it 
immediately, drawing their sabres but receiving the fire 
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BOOK VL oc the Booth, to the oonfinas of the Eednore ooimfaj on 
mtr IT the north. E^ariApftiazu me in former time* the o^jiUh 
— — Bot efter the groi^ of the llyiore power the Enjts h»d 
lived et Meroara, a place more protected bj the moon- 
fairiM about twentj Tnilea north from the Poodicihernnn 
pan 

The Coorgi are conaidered as related to the Natre, that 
mngnlar caf^ of high preteoffiona to ruh, on the oout of 
Ualabar Their otnmtzy placed at a mednnn elevation, 
between the Boltry plains And the tempeatnona tops of 
the moantalna, epjoyed a temperate and delightful ohmate, 
with a fertile soiL Hjder labcured for its Bnl:jTigitian in 
vain, till a diepote aboat the anooeion arose between two 
brothera. Upon uanrping the goremment of the oountry 
Hjdar oonfined the royal family in the fort of Ooddoor 
on the eastern frontier of Bednore. Tippoo removed them 
to Perlapatam, on the eastern aide of the 'woods of Ooorg. 
Jl Ban of the Ba^ then dead, made his escape from IV 
rupatam in 178& 

The disoontented and Infleifhle a plrit of the CoorgB, and 
the cruelty with which they had been treated, had ren* 
dared the oonntry a soane of deraststion and bloodshed, 
Upon the appearance among them of their native Prince, 
they renotmo^ with entbtuoaam their obedience to the 
Sultan and defeated a detachment of hJs army descending 
with a oonvoy to the voatem ooaat. Before the oom- 
menoement of the war between the Rn giUTi and Tippoo, 
the B^ had repaired to Telbaberry to fonn, If 'possible, 
a connexion with the EngUah, of whose eentiments with 
regard to the Snitan he was sufOoently apprized. A regard 
to the existing trea^ him umdjle to obtain tbeir 
consent, at that time, to the engagements which be was 
dealrous of cootracting. Bat no sooner had the war broken 
out, than he oTered his servicee j and, though his oo untr y 


Tb« itorrl* tnU HUMitwi d lU kr taUj ^ Oobntf WUU tad br 
Dtnan. Utjcr Dima (ktbnvWrsn WErte tatwea tb* Mfetn 

MfW adanicd. b« iiaiij il tba kasejof tht cUw WatlMr cbttM that 
QM\ooagartBaariacapataBL.tadt«okjcMMSaiortlMmiatrT Intbanar 
17U, tbt n il thn tndMr Bwto Ua wa^ Et bsl btm artMotr la 
fcrta siilaa i frwa kit tnkaej It wat pan {kt p>:dkT ar ptotr Tlmo, 
toBiak aartratoUtraUftaii aad tkiikrkret u wtllMparwSai. 11h 
•oa^ vat act touted tatbaeMttftbt7*aB(K(^ Et nt laMtettd ta 
tbt paUol rttaof tkt EattahMa rWJckai, tad tcaehtd tmtof tbt or 
etrpt W tlcTtf I ofTkm kt kad, Sriedr nnStd. Ike anlaal east* 

mandef kattaUes, ittka ttna nbk Meapa. 



TIPPOO AVERSE TO RELINQUISH COORG 

was miserably diained botb of men and resources, be was 
able, by his intelligence and activity, to aid matenally 
the operations of the Bombay army The cn cumstances 
in which he had been placed by misfortunes had broken 
many of the fetters which bind the understandings of his 
countrymen , and he manifested an enlargement of mind 
seldom witnessed among those matchless slaves of preju- 
dice Not only had tnals invigorated hii faculties, but 
he displayed a generosity, and a heroism, worthy of a 
more civihzed^state of society 

Lord Cornwallis included his country by name, in the 
teiritory which Tippoo was called upon to resign The 
proposal, it seems, excited his astonishment and rage 
He had destmed the Raja, no doubt, for a conspicuous 
example of the direful consequences of renouncing his 
allegiance The terntoiy of the Baja commanded the 
best approach to his capital from the sea And he com- 
plained, not without reason, that to demand a temtoiy 
which approached to his very capital, and was not con- 
tiguous to the country of any of the allies, was a real 
mfrmgement of the pi ehminary articles ^ Lord Corn- 
wallis, havmg enjoyed the advantages of the Baja’s re- 
bellion, was determined not to leave him at the mercy of 
ins foe The vakeels of the Sultan returned to the Enghsh 
camp with a declaration that them master refused to see 
them, or to dehberate on the point Lord Cornwallis 
ordered preparations for resummg the siege The guns 
were sent back to the island and the redoubts , and the 
woikmg parties resumed their labours The army of 
Puraeram Bhow, havmg at last jomed Comwalhs, was sent 
across the Cavery, to assist General Abercromby m com- 
pleting the mvestment of the fort, and exceeded the 
intentions of the British commander, by plundering the 
countiy The prmces were informed of the necessity 
which had arrived of removing them to the Carnatic 
Their guard Was disarmed, and treated as prisoners of war 
The prmces were actually, next mormng, on the march to 
Bangaloie, not a httle affected with the change of their 
situation , when Lord Comwalhs, at the urgent request 

' The -n-orda of the nrticle -mre, “ One halfof the dominions of which Tippoo 
Snltan was possessed before the war, to be ceded to the allies, from the coun- 
tries adjacent, according to their situation ” 
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BOOK Yl. an the »onth, to the oonflnw of the Bednoro opnntry on 
taur IT the north. PeriEpat*m wis In fonnar tnnee the capiUL 
' ■— Bnt eftar the growth of the JlTioro porer the Eajis had 

Ihred at ilarcaim, a pboe more protaotad bj the mcmn- 
aboot twentj mllaa north from the I\»di(diernim 

paas 

The Ooorga an conaldand aa related to the Kaira, that 
■iDgoJar caatei of high preteniicina to rank, on the ooaat of 
MaLd^ar Their ocontiT placed at a medhun elerstlan, 
between the aoltry platna and the t am pe ata ona topa of 
the mountoma, eqjt^ed a temperate and dehghtfal olunate, 
with a fertile aoiL Hydar laboond for Ita anbJngatiOQ In 
Tain, till a dlapnta abcnit the aaooeaaion aroea betrmn two 
hrothara. Upon nsorping the gorammant of the oonirtay 
Hyder oonflned the royal frmily in the fort of Coddoor 
on the oaatem fronbar of Badnore. Tlppoo ramored them 
to Ferlapatam, on the eoatem aide of the wooda of Ooorg. 
A acnt of the then dead, made hla eaoape from Fe< 
riapatam in 1788.' 

The dlaooQtaated and tnAarible apdt of the Ooor^ and 
the analty with whldi they had been treated, had im- 
dared the ocmatry a loaDe of deraftatian and bloodahed, 
(7 pan the appearanoe among them of their natire Fnnoe. 
they renonnoed with enthoidaam their obedience to the 
Snltaa ; and defatted a detachment of hlu army dcaoending 
with a cooToy to the weatera coast. Before the oom- 
menoement of the war between the ISoghah and Tlppoo, 
the Baja had repaired to TelUoharTy, to form, if poaalbla, 
a eonoexion with the KngHah, of wboae aantlments with 
regard to the Boltan be was anfflnantly appnied. A regard 
to the erltting treaty msde him tmable to ob tain their 
ooQMot, at that time, to the engagemente which he was 
deairoQa of contracting. Bnt no aoonar had the war broken 
out, than he offered hia Berricea and, thongh hla ooantry 


{Si'S 


TM iteryti toU what e iflhiajlJ; bj Otteaa] Wm tad br U«Jv 
Btnxo. K*?orDOTicaTa,aiattliabatrt>TotatrHye«r bWiji Uw teWbaj i 
irtof ,/laiilmi, iMi ij •< 00 Otaltjtfti* aMw bntbar (hat ft 

)0(H>t«f t» flarta caj a aiB . erf toot r" MiiiJ c a « tha tac^ IqOmtw 
■ f 1 cp< that brothw laaia hi« Moipa. Ha M Hm yrtKoar 

BfraahhtatoT It « pan o< fti pciMT « Tlpw, 
aerwtttahhitilfWoi «ad ftat by Jbwa w wafl a» p a mM^ai . ^ 

1 VM not cobtad ta (ba CM if tha mnc liii. Ha vat HWictad ta 

thi patiTi] rtn if tbiirHHtiB 0 nUrif, rr»< or 

ncMaf ilarai ifvbn h« had, tboaxh itilcOT csardid, tbi noctlaa] cam* 
taaadif battaUDBi,stthitaiia 0 hk«OBia^^^ 
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•was miserably drained both of men and resouicos, lie "was BOOK Y 
able, by his intoUigcnco and activity, to aid materially 
the opoiations of the Bombay armj' Tlie circumstances — ^ ' 
in which ho had been placed b3' misfortunes had broken 
many of the fetters vhich bind the understandings of his 
countrymen , and he manifested an enlargement of mind 
seldom witnessed among those matchless slaves of preju- 
dice Not only had trials invigorfftod his faculties, but 
he displayed a generosity, and a heroism, vorthy of a 
more cnihred^state of society 

Lord Cornwallis included his country by name, in the 
teiritory which Tippoo' was called upon to resign The 
proposal, it seems, excited his astonishment and mge 
He had destined the Eaja, no doubt, for a conspicuous 
example of the diioful consequences of renouncing hia 
allegiance The teriitory of the Baja commanded the 
best approach to his capital from the sea And he com- 
plained, not without reason, that to demand a terntoiy 
which approached to his very capital, and was not con- 
tiguous to the country of any of the allies, was a leal 
infringement of the piohminary articles ‘ Lord Corn- 
wallis, having enjoyed the advantages of the Baja’s le- 
bellion, was determined not to leave him at the mercy of 
his foe The vakeels of the Sultan returned to the English 
camp with a declaration that then master refused to see 
them, or to deliberate on the point Lord Coinwalhs 
ordeied preparations foi resuming the siege The guns 
were sent back to the island and the redoubts , and the 
woiking parties resumed their labours The army of 
Puraeram Bhov, having at lost joined Corawalhs, was sent 
across the Cavery, to assist General Aberci omby m com- 
pleting the investment of the fort , and exceeded the 
intentions of the British commander, by plundering the 
countiy The pnnces were informed of the necessity 
which had arrived of removing them to the Carnatic 
Their guard was disarmed, and treated as prisoners of wai 
The pimces were actually, next morning, on the march to 
Bangaloie, not a httle affected with the change of their 
situation, when Lord Comwalhs, at the urgent request 

' The-n-ords of the article -n-ere, “One halfof the dominions of which Tippoo 
Sultan vas possessed before the war, to be ceded to the allies, from the coun- 
tries adjacent, according to their situation ” 
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BOOK TL Britlfh power held up between them end the whom 

CMAP IT thej hed kmg daetmed for their prej 

— - While the emdec were before Serlngapetam, and the 

1791 Saltan wu ;et zmsobdned, hithdajee Rindiah marched 
towards Potmah wHh an anaj and not otil 7 alarmed 
Kaoa Famavese whogoremed in the name of the Peahwa^ 
and whoee authon^ Slndiah wished to naorp^ bat was 
regarded with soapiclon b 7 the English themselrea. 

When the P-ngl^b, before the war were bidding ao high 
for alhancea againat Tlppooy Sindiah, too, odered his aer 
vioes to — 1* bat asced an exorfaitaot price. He required 
that two battalions of the British troops ahocld join his 
arm/ as an aoxlUary foroey in the same manner as the 
armies of the Klaam and Feahwa that the Engliah go- 
remment should engage to protect hli dominions in the 
upper provuioei dacmg hla abeencs and ahoold beoome 
bound to assiat him in the redaction of the Riypoot Frin- 
oea, who reelaied the eiteoslOQ of hla conquests. To in- 
Tolre themaahTQs in war In thedutaot proTincsa of Hindna- 
tan, for the aggrandixameot of whose power was 

alrwad/ as ob}eot of alaim, l^no meanaaeoorded with the 
pchoj of the English and the allianoe of Sindiah was not 
ohtamsd. 

Upon the oonolasian of the pesos wHh Tippoo, a pn>< 
position was made to tbs British commander bj Hurry 
Pont that the serrics cf the Bribah tr o ojw with ths army 
of the Peahwa should be rendered paimanent, in ths same 
msimgr as that of the ooips which was attached to the 
army of the Klxam. It was the opmlon of Lord Com 
walhs, that this subsidiary force, though ashed under the 
pretext that it would only be employed in enabling the 
Fashwm to redaoe to obedience any of hia reAaetoiy de- 
psodanta, waa resDy desired as a weapon against hlahdajes 
Slndiah, whose power endangered the aathoiity of the 
minister at Poonah. But though Imd ComwaUls ooald 
cot fall to be sensihle of the extraordinary morease of the 
power of Rindiah, who had cstahhahed the donunloo given 
him, by the policy of ilr over the Hbgol pro- 

Tinces, and employed in hia own faroor the remaining 
authority of hla imperial captive, while he h«d formed a 
large and formidable oorps of regular inftotry under Euro- 
pean offlcers, mostly Frendi, and erected foandrles and 
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BOOK TL Mogul adminlrtration. The •h*re« nried aooording u the 
nur r l*Qd wu reoentlj or tnoIenUj hroo^t under culture, uhI 
- according to the preetore austained b7 the itato. Two 

1“W fifth* to the cultarator and three to the goTannnent, hare 
been aasumed ae the aTenge pT o p or t i ona for land under 
fuH cultiration- 

Eyory jear to aaoerUin the produoe of eTer7 field, and 
ooUect from It the share which belonged to the gorem- 
ment, wu a Ter7 laborumi and oompUcated prooees and 
some yarletjoooorred in the modes m which the operation 
wu performed. In the pettj TTlndn goT enim epti, it 
would appear that the agent* of the prince transacted 
immediatelj with the hoebandmen called lyoti, either 
man by man, or village by Tillage. 

The eetabliehmeiit of viDfigee (a rloiinty or panih, 
would, perhape, be the more appropriate title) 1* a pecu 
liarity in India, of which, harl^ been already explained, 
it i* ouly neoeaaary here to excite the reooIlet^D Each 
Tiomlty oeQ it village, or oaB it pariah, coDa Utat ed a 
little community which had a species of gov eimu ent 
within itaaU’ Of the villageia, one wu headman, dlstln 


CoasaSln ao taUcsaflaintD ina, fiAb 16. 

DetaJM dMcrtptteoi dM w i wmtiui fia&BisdtlM,ij&er 

exht fai O* toitli and Wad of lodti. era t> tm fcemd fa mflju r fll t* 

WUka,8c«UB<XloCfa.t.iI7 Ilncv wi Um Lu* T«x lodM. DiTi Ufa- 
torr «f Uh lUttrsttH, t. ai SrkM «o Lasd Tasurn fa Oa DtUxB. ColOMl 
Bncp ku •w«rtxo*d tlao. Quit u fafaw i>er» or faM etnyltfa ef (ka MB* 
trtttm, KTV to b» favod tB Bamf*! aod BiodTMfaa . In tba Upf^r r rot t D f 
tt>« ij ilm of rllltc* ij r mmt/ m faosd ■n iir r kaa tl>«7 rvM fato th* 
Ztrttiiik po^Mdao, ad lha D a^ nu B MtUasaot* her* miifn^il tte pnadple. 
H tndfa BKordi, Barctra*. L 4U Hack vmlialifa Bglit ^ ken aloe Uu^n 

■ptp Bw rtTtcg m K nka «t A aft o g irfa, etj Iko begtoi »f Onda. Brportoa 

A ikinut by Kr Tkonavo J Xa. Sol Tln|il IMO. bad nXmd 

fiMt ibaaiFnuctna fa Kahrm. tut fpMdilr i Lfmad ttadr farm Tbn traa- 
qoinirr u *rar»d. Makofa>*a CntraJ ladfa, o. tl. Tlie collier mnark^- 
** W iBCj effar tka w aa ei vtifafa Ikrp (ttM TfllMii faatltidow) hart car r i Tt J 
In Cntral lad fa, pmoa* Urns fa k* ludoO wtlUa, rsfac* Um hand cf poter 
ba aetBaJlf oartW to pot ro tsd to an eaibafa j ia at abkb ba to «a 
famad tba baali of all ladu Ro««ni>csta. Ifad. fl 4. It fa arUoit, tkat 
ttiacxfatnKa CDdricfatf afTiCaca nenxBBltfaa or tonabtpa era sat Liw* 
cr nmltd at tba ttaa oT Lard Ccasmllfak rtfafaUoBa. cod >ika^ It fa 
tma tktT- kad nflkm l nack fajorrm final, pat tbve ana tifairctku ei 
tbefa cTfarrafa | cad Ufa mwikabla tbal tbe aartoabtH fadiatnr col Ulnrt 
akiek an aaaad fa tba faraatfaaUca t£ tba ateta of 
cia o pf fa tba aettraa if bdfa. ahoald bara afaaad n rnfava paniuarttp 
It fa troad cd tba catiBaa dEflkaltr afad tbaa prarcStd od nu o uilud atfs 
nl tSMCjaUn t cad oar faquknate fart era mlda ts crail tbaaohrea od 
Tbe MOTTc* bafa catkfad fa raScora. Tbap coaid act dfa cuai w atth tba 
pcWifa — (bap dU sA fira crannafa tban -tfaap dertrad rack tBfanaaifao m 
tbcT attb parfafafaaa fabaar sod mofa cnmaDdabfa oatfau, acra cbla fa 
cadert tfarnck tka lacdkiic ad Oa 1‘tTaln fascoaft cud tba fnDCllcurfai ad 
tba Mibanardfs Oaiasciant. U k,afaa, boa arcr n cnsipitflcatfaB ad err 
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:gms]ied in different places Ly different appellations , BOOK YI 
auotlier was employed to keep and register the accounts of chap v 

the commumty Each community had also its Brahmens, 

as well for the service of the gods, as for the education of 
the childien It was provided, too, with the vanous spe- 
cies of handicrafts, and lahoureis, required by the habits 
of the people The land of the village was sometimes 
divided into lots, and was regarded as individual pro- 
perty , but sometimes it belonged to the commumty as a 
whole , and a separate partition Of it was made every year 
by the vdlageis among 'themselves, each ryot receiving 
for the cultivation of the year, such a portion as appeared 
to correspond with his capital or means In this, as m other 
transactions, the headman was the great regulator , but 
rather, itshould seem, from the habitual deference which was 
paid to him, than any power which he had to enforce his 
decrees When the revenue agents of the government 
transacted village by village, without descendmg to the 
annual assessment of each individual ryot, they levied a 
particular sum upon each particulai village, and left the vil- 
‘ lagers to settle the individual quotas among themselves 
'When the Mogul government extended itself so enoi- 
mously as to comprehend the greater part of the vast 
Indian nontment, the greatness of its transactions, and the 
rudeness of its mmd, naturally rendered it impatient of 
details , and modes were mvented of transacting the busi- 
ness of revenue more in the gross The revenue agents 
weie rendered stationary, m the distncts where they 
collected, and became lesponsible to the government for 
the revenue, receiving payment, by a per centage, or share 
of what they collected Under the Indian governments, 

Moslem or Hindu, every thmg which was enjoyed, whether 
office or possession, had a tendency to become hereditary 
There was a great convenience m preserving, in each 
district, the same grand agent of revenue, and after him- 
self, his son or successor, because each was better ac- 
quamted with the people and resources of the distndt, 
than, generally speaking, any other man could be expected 


Ualinity to ovcrlooli. that which is mifanjiliar to onr own preconceptions, and 
different from all to which we hare been nccostomed We suspect not the 
ciistcnco of that, for the appreciation of which wo haro no standard 
rcadj — 

TOL. V 
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book TL to be. In thin marm er^ tie iita*tion of tboee igente 
OBXF T beoeme In &ot heredrtAiy and the govomment of the 
- Mogul*, which wa*, though ooo**ioian7 Tiolent, in many 
reepooti ootuoderata and humane, aeldom allowed itaalf 
to thoee offioen, wlthoot aocae heeTj ground of 

displeunre eren when it sometuDee saperaeded them in 
the businaea of coOeotloD, H goneralt/ made them an 
allowuoa, to preaerre their fumhes firom want or degrada 
tioo. Before the period of the KngHah aoqniaitiana, tho 
Penoan appellatire of Zemindar had been geneinll/ appro- 
priated to them, In the northern regicm* of India. 

Being reaponaible to goremment for the re ven ue, ihe^ 
were allowed the ezerai*e of all the powen whioh, In the 
rnda goreinmeDt of the Ifognlj^ were accounted neoeecaiT’ 
i'or read png it. The common method in India of enforo- 
ing pajment of anj deb^ was the nee of coercion in the 
h*Tid the croditor Por revenue-debts govemment was 
not likely to purBoe more lenient methi^ A ndhtary 
foroe was the instnnoent aBowed and the Zemindanii, in 
the oommoQ etjle of Oriental pride, retained about them 
aa many troope a* they could poaidhlj the means of 
Uodef Eastem despotiims the different 
po w e ri of gUTeroment ware seldcun ccunmunioatad asunder 
To the power of oollecting the rerenuo by a mflitary foroe. 


Tba t*m naea SttnOr laDd-boUer; tto utart tt tte kaj toco 
tnDanaatrUj pcrptosad C7 th* oe vi tto twxi tu it, Qtcnl, «cb*- 

BTfi ta itj MOTVstiaoal mm, «r ^7 u tctma] emWnilln o( fonataa. 
Un*er tt« TlIU*i wMbi, tmaewwarv *roe<l mto (Hitriet. 

aad toSbai «f aacbTUIaffa, tb«v vn bMenas af tto 

Ba m prabakljal ftrat oaiiiaaiad tl>a rUJann. aad ra tt thalr a« 
todj toiiK pr ov» WtBC of a bura it tto n»TnTw,fi iiad. ialaoiiainj be 
xmj haiv cm TtfOimataJ br Qw Orrtraaaat, os vbeM ba ooUmM 

tti 4>ti, racWvtag aa CB otwralant. per caatafa vyaa On eoUcctiaaa. Bu 
toatUa tbia fca, cad T batW be bad tasd of blam ar aot, be matred frm 
tba TOkfcn nbaiataica aDemiM Is Ua ftn ad fmtofUad. KerMtba 
aOea, at tba taxt rauufe:a,T«r7cfB8TaaUr baeazoe torahtarr tba Kas-loT cr 
HtoWiMca-lBsd. beeacN baraddarr aarceaSotv tai Cba ofeb cr 
vfibrot paaprtt^ caCtta daiWabla frta tkara la tto tonstda, tarwtad 
tbabeaPDUor dstnrt vtti (be tfancler af twtoMBdesllT 

<d andart wa aMbdePlr Ttih. Ma eaca cf caOedcr et rrrroa. Ba vaa, 
tbwtdwa, aet awatj as eOcar ed tba OoraroawJt Ha raa, at tba aana 
tfiB^ ^ rapriMiUliia ad the pecMe, aad la dut eteaeStj boJdar od eembJ 
Ia» L^H raa, cea y isalt j' poMble todewl« Win cd tda ee^iamcot aflkT,aa 
4n rpetfaPr n tma af Haatiqft. arChoat dea&Dylna kla cbaratficr 
*^y**^°^ ^«^tt*bead«dnedlrtT»eta«totoirrf^peopJa,aad 
aajajad Uaewo bod, «r that attached to kb pawilar offlea, aJttorrb ha kad 
« laoflar^tUa* U jlcbUb tba feDeetiooed tkamraae. At tba »»a 
tbse ks cesnatsoea a kJa frattodart did «ot ecottitiia bcai trorciattr af tbe 
aH t*rrar,i bod. «r toch akaia or Mam aa laltbt kara 
dcrwnt kta bn an orWhial aaaotor ad tba toVTMkJTi Urtna ae tba X,aad 
Tu. Uaketa'i Ceotral lodta. It t — W 
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was added the power of administering justice All civil BOOK VI 
disputes appear to have becu regarded in India as falling onAr v 

naturally under tho cognizance of the agents of levenue 

And, m fact, the whole business of judicature and police, 
with tho solo exception of inflicting tho highest class of 
punishments, de% oh ed upon Zemmdars, each within tho 
district over which ho was placed * 

“TVe generally,” says an intoUigent sor\ant of the Com- 
pany, speaking of himself and his brethren, “see Indian 
afiairs with English eyes , and cairy European notions 
into Indian practice ”= To this source may evidently he 
tiaced a considerable proportion of tho blunders of our 
countrjmen in the government of India For how long a 
period, and as yet hardly closed, did they rcsoh o upon 
finding a feudal sjstcm in India? With this turn of 
mind, it was to be expected, that they would, if possible, 
find a set of land-holders, gentiy, and nobles, to correspond 
Anth those m England. Tho Zemindar had some of the 
attributes which belong to a landoAvnei ho collected the 
rents of a particular district, he governed tho culti\ ators 
of that distuct, lived in comparative splendour, and his 
son succeeded him when he died The Zemmdais, theie- 
foie, it was infeiied without delay, weie the proprietors of 
the soil, the landed nobility and gentry of India ® It was 

' This statement is not quite correct. As head of tho district, the 2:cmindar 
jn common ■with the licadmen of tho Tlllngos, was rcsponsihle for tlie iMDlice, 
and maintained a civii force to preserve xieacc, protect propertj , and collect 
tlie retennes, hnt he ■tvas never offlcially armed vltii judicial or .military 
authoritj The expounder of the law was the Pundit or Jlaulavi, or Cazi 
Tlie military commander was tlie Foujdar Some of tho more considcrahio 
Zemindars took advantage of tho distracted state of the empire to raise troops, 
and assume tho attitude of military chiefs, but this a as no part of their proper 
functions — W 

2 Jlr Thackeray , in his Iteport on the comparative Advantages and Dis- 
advantages of tho Ityotuar and Zemindary settlements, dated 4th August, 

1807, Filth Report, nt supra, App 31 p 990 

^ It can scarcely be said -ivith justice, that this inference was draam -without 
delay The subject had received repeated attention A Letter from the Com- 
mittee of Revenue, of Slarcli 1786, cited in Harrington’s Analysis, Hi 252, ob- 
serves, that “ the discussion of tho rights of the Zemindar has employed /or 
years past the first talents both In India and Europe ” The most rash and un- 
compromising advocate of the doctrine was Francis, and ho maintained the 
proprietary rights of the Zemindars with equal pertinacity in his place in Par- 
liament Sixth Report, Appendix, p 916, 937 Hastings never admitted it, 
and in opposition to Francis’s opinions, a committee n ns appointed by Hastings 
to investigate the nature of landed tenures hi Bengal The report of this, 
committee, submitted in 1778, authorizes no inference in favour of the pro- 
prietary rights of the Zemindars “ Almost all tlie lands, it is said, are held 
under some person who collects tho rents, pays a revenue and stands between 
the Government and the immediate tenant of the soil, whetlier tho land he 
considered as belonging to Government, or the property of the person under 
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BOOK TL Bot coiuiderod tlut the Zemlndan, tiwogli they ooQectod 
<EAP T the rente, dad not -keep them j but paid them *11 
■ - - mth a deduction, to the gOTemment It wafl not 

1"89 considered that If they goramed the ryots, and in many 

itspects eiermaod orer thani deepotio penrer they did not 
gorerc them as tenants of theire, holding their lands 
either at -will or by oooteaot andar them. The poaaeasion 
of the ryot "waa an hereditaTy possession j from Triunh 
it ■?m3 mdawfol for the SUmtiHUr to diaplaoe him For 
erery farthing whloh the Zammdar drew fitjm the ryot he 
was bound to aoooont And it waa only by frtnd, H csrt 
of all that he ooUeoted, he retained an asa more than the 
proportion whhi, as pay fir ooHeotioii, he was 
permitted to receive. Three partlea shared in the pro- 
dooQ of the soil That party to any useful purpose moat 
properfy deeerre* the name of propnetor to wheau the 
pnneipal share of the produce for eror belongs. To him 
■«rtio derlTea the smaDest ahare of the prodnoe the title of 
owner least cf all b el on g a , In India, to the acrereign the 
profit of the land may be said to Ittre wh^y belonged. 
The ryot obtained a mere subaietaDoe, not more • ^bArv the 
neoetfary wagee of hie lahonr The 7iWT.<nAM» enjoyed 
aliovancoe to the amount of about ten per eenh upon the 
rerenoe whl^ he ocdleoted, not more than a ooxnpenaa 
tion for ids aerrioea. To the government belonged more 
than cne-half of the gross produce of the wnfL 

The^EogUah were aotnated not only by an enlightened, 
bat a rery genoroua policy when they resolved to oreate, 
in favour of Indxridnale, a permanent property in the eofl, 
as cooduare at once to the inereaae of its produce, and 
the happme* of the people. Th^ were rm/m- the infiu- 
enoe trf prejudices in the mode of amying their dreign 
iutoez&suti^ FuU of the a rl stogf«±igi.1 nf Trv<>jwf^ 
Europe, the ariatocratlcal person now at the head of the 


VtnattSt)^ dr tf kfas krvSnaB b tMl b WD. 

MttMt to ncM wTWtor 'vWsmmm -T l(hi>«bl ctoteomtt, 
vr-mtM^jrmmaot u tnefa d. re* -wtawtw s*t kfc tl» 
f|— turrsT — 

bmnift^«eUlra>4taca. BcnWitaVt ajhItMl avT»,fl.O. Fw* 
jMinHTttdtelirftadtoMtotodtoreieU.to'FblAlfr amt,ab-J Khcn, 

y V" . •»* .«rt. ,n_ipa 

Md Briftwi laad ASdtrvs^a. 4 ia— -W 
vtoU b OH lta< tn* tbd |r«e*> ratoWr* 
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govcnimcnl., a\owed his intention of cstihlishing nn niis- BOOK TI 
tocrac} upon the Europe in model, nnd lie Mns iicll ciiAr. v 

nw-^rc that the muon, at home of statesmen and Di- 

lectors, i\hom ho oboicd, i\‘as under tho influence of 
similar propeii'^itics 

In agrceincnt i\ith the orders from home, the icsolution 
was, to form a settlement aifh the Zemindais for tho 
roionues of tiioir soieral districts, (o limit the settlement 
in tho first instance, to a tonn of ten }cats , lull to i-endcr 
it iicrmancnt, if sanctioned In the authontica in England, 
and to recognise the Zemindars ns hereditary pi oprictoi's 
of the soil, upon painicnt, ns a Innd-taT, not to bo en- 
hanced, of tho sum at present a‘>scsscd 

To such a degree a\cro the English, np to that horn, 
unacquainted with the coimtri, that tho most instnictcil 
among them differed prodIglOllsl^ in estimating tho loicnuo 
which Bengal was competent to iield Sonic a ere of 
opinion that the existing rate of assessment was hcaiicr 
than the people could bear Othoi*s conccncd that it was 
far below tho amount to which it might, with jiropnct}, ho 
iwiscd Tho go\ eminent, after nil its inquiries, had no 
bettci foundation on which to place tho magnificent struc- 
ture it intended to raise, than the amount of tho actual 
collections of pi eccding } cars , upon the average or medium 
of a few of w hich the assessment, destined for pci pctiiity, 
was now ai ranged The authorities at homo dissuaded, 
or i-athor forbade, an actual measurement and % aluation 
of tho country , and made a icmark wdiich, in itself, does 
them credit, whatever ma} be thought of its applica- 
tion to the occasion on which it was produced that an 
assessment below what tho country could bear, was no 
detriment, in the long lun, to the government itself, 
because tho riches of the people weio the iiches of tho 
state 

It was easy for the goicrnmont to assume that tho 
Zemindars were proprietors of tho soil undoi tho Jlogul 
sceptre , and it was easy to declare that they should bo 
so in future But it was not easy to iccoucilo these 
proceedings wnth. the rights of other classes of the people 
Under the Mogul system, there were vaiious desciiptions 
of peisons, as TedooMars, Chotodnes, Mnnduls, Mokud-- 
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BOOK Tl- ^o> “ “ ZanuntUps, h*d haredittpj diirn* 

caip T Tipon ibfl prodaoe of the eoU and it 'wus not the mtontion 
■ _ of goTemment to Bacrifioe to any altae of ita sobjects the 

Intorwta of any other Bat the mtereetB of the lyota, 
which were of many timca the importance of the intereeta 
of all the other nliiam taken together whether the ma» of 
indmdnal bappmeea, or the power of tha state, re- 
garded as the end, were by far the moat diffifiolt to bring 
Into a state of oonoordanoe with the rights which were 
thm to be conferred npon the Zemindara. 

The poaaeaeiocii of the lyota, either indiridoally or by 
villages, were heredHaty poeaeeeians. So long as they 
contmued to pay to goremmect the dne p ro portion of tl» 
prodaoe, they coold not lawlnlly be dlsposaeased. They 
z>ot only transmitted their pooBeaslcms by deaoent bat 
had the power of alienatiop, and ooold either eeQ them, or 
give th^im away At an eariy period of the Mogul history 


Tka Otrei lat ««tv dMlfoaUcu tli« ■ 

BMB rfOaca «r dUrteau Tb* TUmk-dv vm hcUarof lad br'ddrwrct 
■airw— « gnsQi frn OjiauiMt, trm Iwnt» d« r poWoM, tahaV 
rttcaa, bu UHII7 ptrteg tah tendai t» Oercmst dlrra.— W 

Tfct. M-w— «t k fco Wamt, »BiHtW f 

triy«m ae» u ««Tas cbt mtaMWtbe le^a tt lad* tt> mi i * . 

Tta trot, M n Mejwvm T ttt a» »cta*l calimiw 1* »et tt 


yikt i K' cf Qa wfL rnyi k tai ' / il^ d»y—d* vi»n u t 


i bnaa 

jkriod U« 

nUu* lead* t«t« b*ld In in nO r«rtJ W ladk Q>cm i«T«o>a tr* 

-tenl U TKlnM iWsttea tn tb« idL Tbe7 war cnMrtl* llidr rvn dm er 
*^m, hi vUeh caa nlcon th«y rm bi n a tb* tLnj *c1 ea WpHTalHqr ■adnoc 
Tb«7 lur kar* M th«if lend, sod tn Oat <*■• tbe^ wmj- bsr* kt b t* 171* 
Jn iM laitLL ie tfaa ■go* WTl nyi, cr ac— hih nl iThw ■nrthtrT inn * Ttnsrim 
1 ' thnli Uinli tnvbkhcMi Ui»i enanet of com* b*m£- 


hnr* •etuQy aali dMli L 


•f tbcir kadi b«Tt>f >0 

-Mih wymH* tftnttr Far It b dhar that tba ^tufflSatko of baoif 
HBb« of tba nlkea ao p hkt ty , acsbar cf tba ■ ■ ii-i.-i boeta af 
cmssnlCjr k naf dOTci M C spon tia had. bd MOBdwesot. Tba kftaktan 
eftb* ctnovM era bandksn aad 0*7 aanattnaakr brakar amdnt 
-BCU, tbdr ratrOrfe*. Ueh Hrtb aha* eadtn. Tbej an tba bah* of tta 
Ant oeearanB aad atttknta tbair tharadtr of nkw— oat cf cn l ilt ilia a 1 cad 
thb pnadpkQfoncaalxatBB ohlblx ilbMiitaa tba bktatr tf tbcaa -j-m-w- 
Mno. Tbar bara wtetc aaa h> oam;****. m it ba tanaad Cotanbitka, 
bat tt ba* laai tta fondbk ~~taiiiitlim tf aa oceopM f Tnti ■ ■ ■ 

ocraiWd. v a ihaf a. radtlj eamvatad no da^.bat tbara tara 
baUust* vba ta Ma k^ini 11 aiai baro dMtrorad. hat 
«tban am radwad t* cUnofantt^ Tbe ianalcTaiai, wjia etnJhaiaad 
laen peatrfil, faaro tartltloaad tba lio^ —v fa datmrt ar fra- 

teraiflei, abo hara b*U certati dkfriet* hi eanax a* imTktcai and rakn. 
Tba u antari of tta frarflia hata pabdtrhled tba tot not tba aare- 
iWfatj ■ 4 *tbaTmftteer 4 ,tbabnd*amKfDia«raeTUad.«rawadk- 
>Q*ad«ftoiae*tliaa«at.af thBacaapaatii bit tba nttMrttr onr Qa^hak 
caaldtKh baeocnaaiJraladtaparacBaoeatbBbhrthMd otter tba 
hatadharj riffat d ay dtn s oa hfaa araa hak lWWa, tltbat^ after 
yartod tba p cn d ta cf akb right adtfat ha the taly tactrdWw aaiMunfl T f 



LOKD CORNWALLIS’ RLVLNUE REEOllMS. 


343 


a minute sun c} Imcl been mtulo of the Innd , upon that BOOK VI. 
survey an ns'^cssincnt Imd been founded, ^\lnch had long eiiAt \ 

beeu icgnnled as the standard of uhat o\or^ field ■was to — 3 

pa> , c\ca •when now imposts, dining tho progressue 
difiicultics and corruption of the ^logul administration, 
avere suporiddcd, the Zemmdarh weie bound to gno 
■wntten schcdalc‘>, aalled jwttah^, to the r^ots, specifying 
tho jiarliculars of the assc'j'Jinent upon each indi\ idual , 
and these documents wore registered in the go\crnmcnt 
accounts, and intended for tho protection of the ryot 
against the extortion of the collcctoi 
The means 11111011, under tho Mogul sceptre, wciejiio- 
iidcd for the bccurity of tho not'>, iiero \cry inadequate 
to their end Tho Zemindars were enabled to exercise 
unnersal opiircssion Under tho eye of a humane and 
Mgilant goicinoi, they i\cio occasionally icstmincd, by' 
tho terror of summary punishment, from tho excesses of 
exaction But, in general, they took from tho ry ots c\ cry 
thing beyond iihat was ncccssaty to presonc them m 
existence, and every now and then desolated whole di- 
stnets by the weight of their oppressions This was con- 
trary to the laws under which tho Zemindar was appointed 
to act But to whom was tho ignorant, tho timid, tho 
credulous, tho indigent ry ot, to apjily foi redress ? His 
fears, and voiy often liis cxjicnenco, taught him, that to 
softer in patience was the prudent course Tho exactions 
of tho Zemindars w ore coi orod with so many' ingenious 
contrivances, that they puzzled tho wits of tho simple 
cultivator, and often eluded tho eye of tho goiemmcnt 
itself 

If the aristocracy was provided foi, it appears to hnie 
been thought, as by English aristocrats it is apt to bo 
thought, that every thing else w ould provide for itself 
The rules by which tho payments of tho lyots were doter- 
mmed vaned in 1 arious places , and so intricate did they 


orlRln No^ , altliowgh it Is no doubt true that the principle of vIllaBO organi- 
iotion is very ancient, >ct it is not ncccssarj that all tlic instances should pre- 
tend to high antiquitj Tlio contrarj is knoa-n to ho tho case, and both 
Colonel Sjkcs and Jlr Tliomason spcclfj instances, where within tho last two 
or three centuries the village munlclpnlin has either been exterminated or 
become extinct, and lands and pouers have passed to other associations Tho 
nrganlzation, has, however, been preserved, and is now intelligible See 
Briggs, Sykes, Thomason , also JIalcolm’s Main a, and Elphinstono s Eeport on 
Toons — W 
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BOOK. VL of the depeudod soWy npon tiio ohiracter of tk« 

aiAT T indiridoil -who irafl •ent to goreni them Where the 
— " ■- oolleotor wa* » mao of Iramtnity and justioo, the people, 

u under the wont goygni ment on earth, would no doubt 
be protected But aa often ae ft ehnnld happen that the 
ooIkotoT was a witi of another character the people were 
cupctfed to the gresteat u^justfce. If the ooUec^ was 
oppreeslve, be himaelf waa hia own judge. If he decoded 
mlqurtooily where lay the appeal 1 To another class of 
revenne officers, whoee feelinga ooold ntrt be regarded aa 
Impartial to the Board of Berenne, aa Sadder Dewaimee 
Adaohrt a tribunal at aa(^ a distjanee that few indeed 
of the natiree could endore the expense of an appeal 
It was therefore reeolred that the cod judidal 

fcmciiona aboold be dtqomcd and the fallowing reasona 
for that Important measure were published to the coun- 
try “ That while the ooUeotora of the reremie preside in 
ibe oourta of Uhal Adaulut as Judges, and an appeal lies 
from thetr decunona to the Board of Beraime, and from 
the deoreea of that Board to the OoTernoT'Oecsnl m 
Oouncal in the rerenue deparbnsnt the proprietora oan 
nerer oonsider the pnTilegea which hare been eonferred 
upon them as seoure. T^t exclosire at the objeotiaas 
ansbtg to these oourta, from their luey ijUr summary and 
ofteu iTparU prooeedlnga, and fi^m the coUeotoia being 
obHged to suspend the exatoUe of then judioisl fanotions 
whcnrrer they Interfere with their finical dutlee his 
obrlouB that, if the regalabons for asBeging and ooUeot- 
ing the puhho rerenue are infringed, the rerenoe officers 
themaelrae must be the a gg re ai ors and that indfndtiaLi 
who bare been aggnered by them in one capacity can 
nerer hope to obtam redress frmn them in anoilW That 
their fbanoial oocupstions equally disqualify tbwm frum 
admmiatering the laws betwoen ths propiieton of land 
and their iananta. That other eecuji^ must, there for e, 
be gtren to landed pro p er ty ^ and to the rights attached 
to be&te the deatred improrementa in agnoultnre oan 
be expected to he effected. ' 

WHh a riew to improre upon this plTi of adniiniater 
ing justice, Lord Cunrwsllu deriaed and estahlished the 
foDowing a^eme. In each district, that ia, in the language 
I rnnU* to It or IJW. 
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of the country, cnch /iillah, tuul ju cacli of llio considcm- ROOK VJ 
Lie to\\^lS or cities, a Zillali, or Cit} Coui-t, ■was cslablislicd chap ^ 

One of the Company ’s scr\ ants Inglicr in rank than the 

collector, \\ as tlio judge To this judge vas appointed a 
icgislrar, and one or more assistants from among tlio 
junior sen-ants of tlio Companj. luacli court •was pro- 
aided \nth a natiao, duh qualified to expound the Hindu 
or Hobammedau law, in cases a\hich turned upon any 
of these several codes And all descriptions of persons 
within the local administration of the tribunal, except 
P.utish subjects amenable to the Supremo Court, vvcio 
rendered subject to its jurisdiction 

To obv into the dangoi of arrears in decision, from the 
arrival of too manj causes to decide, the judge was 
authorized to refer to his regtstrar, under an appeal to 
himself, all suits 111 which the litigated proportj was not 
of considerable amount The jurisdiction of the i-egistnu 
was extended at first to 200 rupees, and afterwards cveu 
to sums of a higher amount For determining, in suits 
regarding personal propel ty, from the value of 50 rupees 
downwards, native commissioners were appointed , and of 
these tribunals several at convenient distances, were es- 
tablished in every Zillah Thcyweie allowed no salary 
or establishment, but received as remunoration a fee of 
one ana per rupee, or a commission of somewhat more 
than SIX per cent^ upon all sums litigated before them 
They acted the part of arbitrators , and their mode of 
procedure was summary, that of simple rational inquirj, 
not distorted into a labyrinth by technical forms From 
their decision an appeal might be earned to the ZiUnh 
Court And upon these appeals, as w ell as those from 
the jurisdiction of the registrar, the decision of the Zillah 
Court was final, excepting m one set of coses, namelj, 
those regarding the species of property called in English, 
law real property, and of those cases in only that pait 
in which the decision of the infenor court was lovei’sed 
Such was the establishment for primary jurisdiction, or 
decision in the first instance in the civil department of 
judicature A new provision was also devised for the 
second and ultimate decision, in case of appeal The 
Board of Revenue, or the Governor-General in Couned, 
had previously exercised the powers of appellate junsdic- 
VOL V A A. 
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DOOK TT deal condition of th« people. It Is tliray* a fsvoorablo 
CHAP T dgn of a gorermnent to prodde for ita own mfannation 
" - - reapeoting the emir of ita own proceedings, and the means 

1TB3, of fnrrying on to perfection what js yet mingled with 
dofeot. To require periodical reporta from the judge*, foe 
the pnrpoee of malT^g known the evlla which remained 
withoot a remedy la a measure deBemng do common 
tiilmte of applanae. Were a aimilar operation oarried 
orer the field of goTemment, and made sufQoiently 

iaithfiil and aearohin^ the melioration of govommentB, 
and with it the happinen of the human race, would pro- 
ceed with an aooelerated pace. One oonddention, how 
ever which It u of great importanoe to hold oonatantly in 
view has been well soggeeted on this very oooaaon by 
the Committee of the Uouae of Oommems, appointed to 
report on the affidra of India m 181U. “ It is hardly” 
ti^ ny to be auppoeed that public servants, in anoh a 
case, would lean to the nafisToanhle tide or without 
safBcaent foandahon, tnraomit acoounhi wbioh woold prove 
diasgreeable to the govemed to reoedve A oocnmunioa- 
tioD of thjj nature znight be rather auspeotod of r^T^tlng 
things m ooloora pleating to the gorenizDenV with the 
view of brlngmg the writer into fsTocrable notice. ' It 
la a matter of expsneooe, that this propensity in general, 
IS unoommonly atroog. A wise govarumettit therefore 
would alwa^ take, with very oonslderahle ahowanoe, the 
flattenng pieture presented in the reports it might receive 
but in the language of the same Committee, would 
regard them as worthy of partioolar consideration, as 
often as defects are stated to exist, and evils are repre- 
aented to preralL How opposite the ordinary oooduot 
of goremmenta, how eOeotual the measures wi^oh they 
take to hear no aoootmts but flattering one*, to disooun- 
tenanoe and deter the suggestion of defects, the world is 
too old to need to be informed. 

Such was the apparatus provided by lord Oomwallii for 
the ad mi n i stration of law A nnprBa jymdffn t f vtn«i diirr>tirm 
ought to have been, what was the law which through this 
nachipoty was to ^ administered. 

When nghta are ocnaldered as already eatahlisbed, the. 
object of a body of law is to define and seenre them 

1 Fifth 0«T>cri;p.CS ( UiL 



3G1 


LORD CORNWALLIS’ JUDICIAL REFORMS. 

Among the people of India rights to a great extent -weie BOOK VI. 
already established , and thei6 weie two systems of law chap v 

which respected them It was an impoitaut question to — 

■what degree those systems were calculated to answer the 
purposes of law , that is, to maik out, by clear, precise, and 
imamhiguous defimtions, what were rights, and what the 
violations of them It was a veiy lame and defective pro- 
vision for the distribution of justice, to appoint a number 
of persons for the administration of law, if theie was no 
law, or no tolerably good law, foi them to admmistei The 
standards of Hindu and Moslem law, by which, respec- 
tively, the rights of the Hindu and Mohammedan pojiula- 
tiou weie to be governed, were their sacied books the 
Shasters and the Elhoiau These weie just about as well' 
calculated for defining the rights of the people of Eng- 
land* Theie was, by consequence, in India, nothmg 
which in leahty deserved the name of law Its place was 
supplied by the opimons of the Pundits and Cauzees, which 
were hable to all the fluctuations, which diversity of 
thoughts, and the operation of interest, were calculated to 
produce Every thing was vague, every thing uncertam, 
and, by consequence, eveiy thmg arbitrary The few points 
which could be regarded as in any degree determmate and 
fixed, covei ed a very small poi tion of the field of law In aU 
the rest, the judges and mterpietei's were at hberty to do 
what they pleased , that is, to gratify their own interests 
and passions, at the expense of the candidates for justice 
to as great a degree, as the ignorance or neghgence of the 
ruling power would permit With the law, in such a con- 
dition as this, it IS evident, that any thmg like a tolei-able 
admimstration of justice was altogether impossible The 
first thing, therefore, first in pomt both of order and im- 
portance, was, to have prepared a set of exact definitions, 
comprehending rights, and those violations of them which 
it IS the business of law to prombit in other words, it 
was proper to have drawn up a cleai and unambiguous 

1 The errors of onr author upon these subjects have been already pointed 
out. The staudards of Hindu and Moharutnedan law are, in a 'verj lestncted 
acceptation, their sacred books The ■« ord Shuster is of verj wide and TOguo 
signification, and, ns here emplojcd, has no meaning at all 1 he sod il insti- 
tutions of the Hindus ai-e based upon the ‘Vedas, but their laus are laid doun 
in a variety of vorks written upon the subject In like manner the standards 
of Hohummedan law are numerous and comprehensive, and are vcrj slightlj 
dependent upon the Koran — W 
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BOOK TT pcjment from the ryoti Tinder the obeemmce of m*ny 
CHAT Ti. tediona forma, the dooUoiu of the coorte were so alow 
*’■' ' ■ that in the apace of two years the aocnmolation of tm- 
decided oaniea threatened to arreet the ooojse-of jnatice 
In one distriot alon^ that of Bnrdwao, the anitz pending 
before the jtidge exceeded thirty thonaand and It ap> 
peared by c umput ation upon the eBtabllihed apaoe of the 
ooort, that no oazkdidate for jnatloe eoold expect to obtain 
a decieltm dnrmg the ordinary penod of hia Hfe. 

The coUfiotor of Baldwin stated the matter correctly In 
reporting to goromment the following complaint of the 
Baja who “ eobmlts iV he mya, to your oonrideratlon, 
whether or no it can be poaaible for him to dlaoharge hia 
engagements to goremment, with that pnnotnallty which 
the regolationi require^ tinleas he he armed with powers, 
aa prompt to enforoe payment &om hit renters, aa gorem 
ment had been pleased to authorise the nae ol^ in regard 
to ita claima on him and he ecema to thjnV it moat have 
proceeded from an ovenagbt, rather than from any just 
and avowed principle, that there ahcmld have been esta 
bliahed two modes of Jodlcaal prooesB, under the asme 
government the one, summary and efBdent, for the 
aafasfaqtloa of Ha own claims the other tardy and un* 
oertam, in regard to the satufaction of the olalm* due to 
ita sub^eota more especially In a case like the present, 
where ability to ditoharge the one dnmand necettarOy de< 
pends on the other demand being previously reahxed. 

Ihe effects of this aystom upon the mirHU , a* qj 
upon the oondhlcm of the Zemindars, cannot be donbtfoL 
In answer to an inquiry of government In 1802, the 
ooDeotor of Midnspore said All tha Zemindars with 
whom I have ever had any oommumcatzon in thia md 
m other diatriota, have but one sentiment, rsapectlng the 
rules at present In foroe for the coHectjon of the jrablio 
revenua They all aay that such a harsh and oppre«TO 
Bjitem WEI never before resorted to in tbia oonntry that 
the custom of imprisoning landowners for arrears of re- 
venae, wsa, In oomparison, mild and indulgent to them 
that, though it waa no doubt the mtention of government 
to confer on Important benefit on them by abohihing this 


LcUft frm tfc* Cc n a ttor e( D»i < m to 
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custom, it has been found, by melancholy experience, that BOOK VI 
the system of sales and attachments, -which has been chap -vt 

substituted for it, has, in the coui-se of a very fevf years, 

reduced most of the great Zemindars in Bengal to distiess 1''®^ 
and beggary, and produced a greater change m the landed 
property of Bengal, than has, perhaps, ever happened m 
the same space of time, in any age or country, by the mere 
effect of internal regulations ” * 

“The great men formerly,” says Sir Henry Strachey) 
were the Mnssulman rulers, whose places we have taken, 
and the Hindu Zemindars These two classes are now 
rumed and destroyed ” - 

We have thus seen the eSects of the new system upon 
the Zenundars Let us next endeavour to trace its effects 
upon a much more impoiiant class of men, the ryots 
Unfortunately, for this more mterestmg part of the m- 
quiry, we have much moie scanty materials In the 
documents which have been exhibited, the, situation of 
the ryots is m a great measure overlooked And it is 
from incidental circumstances, and collateral confessions, 
that we are enabled to form a judgment of then condition 
This result itself is, perhaps, a groimd for a pretty decisive 
inference , for if -the situation of the ryots had been 
prosperous, we should have had it celebmted m the 
loftiest terms, as a decisive pi oof, which surely it would 
have been, of the "wisdom and virtues of our Indian 
government 

When it was urged upon Lord Coin walks, by Sir Shoie, 
and others, that the ryots were left m a great measure at 
the mercy of the Zemindars, who had always been op- 
pressors, he replied, that the peimanency of the landed 
property would cure all those defects, because, “where 
the landlord has a permanent pioperty in the soil, it will 
be worth his while to encourage his tenants, who Bold his 
farm m lease, to improve that property ” It has already 
been shown how mapphcable this leasomng was "to the 
•case which it regarded. It now appears that the per- 
manency, from which Lord Cornwallis so fondly expected 
beneficial results, had no existence , that the plan which 
he had established for gi-raig permanency to the property 

> Fifth Itcport, p CO 

3 Answer to Interrogatories, Both Jan 1802 Ibid p -636 
VOL. V B'B 
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msTOflT OF BRinsn ctdia 

BOOK VL onCe, u & poaition »dmttfaiig of no doubt, that th«»e fit- 
CHAP Tt Tonrtble mIh afford a pabetantiil proof of th® light- 
■ — cess of th# uaemnenty and of the flocnihing alata of the 

1TB3. ooontry ” * 

The Important anbjeot of jndlcatore, or the effects of the 
r^ulatlone uoutnved foe the dispensaticai of justice, next 
oa^ for our attentioo. 

Iho Oommlttee of the House of Oommona romarh, that 
so In^deqoate ww the prorialon for judicature to a pop® 
latlon of S7 OOOfiOO whan the ooDeoton alone were the 


M Don oT aH ncti cf penos 

VUh &• IfctWn a»r«nmi. to trfe trwa nitldic. cr rmytUne, 

n^trwmtrj Btf* U CM loBttsea if tH* cortm 

pnolaM frn vfakli the taamce b Apt to b* dm^ 7 >a taeavliocx 
plant, with CAT Sefne aT the iln aii— ti ei Tnrtkri hbter^ vm b* 

At V Icn Cbr adeii. ADOther ta ^iofW ^ j^r Biai j Bii either te the te jne 
<■'*, •ri^ fa penial iw T* thoee « ho ATA Menhir TtU 

ee^AAtcted vtCi the tetnel ctete oi the etJuLir K b kmva, airt he, “ Cheh 
the pofnlAttoe nbn eheehed tar peex f eicetAzalr tDoietee 

Terr tnoekaie entaTAlta wteeej Dy aJlow t p< ^ UHf , The mt 
At eoarw et )cctbeA, d nf&leT iriuiD of Tebtft, prerixb M the vnepefir 
of Um tumluu w M 9 eet t» m UAhnnu, when no taA it kt tn Ttxre 
thi 17 ^ ntoAln meolead I 7 nnttevr csaetMcK Then thi ZemtadAT cr tab 
ecn w« eeaken dmaea. the Uadt ef the UAliTidaA,la the setfhhvjrheod 
S fltb lUarfet (UUnAron) are la hJeh (tite eaBtrefl cei lad the w nf 
tha b A^nl, ffe^wcclr fopertcr to nn. fTin the etifiranwe of 
qe AAlm MpelAtiae «Ww , «« rmmr* u luar pntmi, dnv n tsbrnee ef 
rwy tnch pnep ert t r end food tvrvtOB^atr Ifi tat, vhen meMAfe at 
the eebAAS merrbaeekle Ace b rellgloet d»tr ^ the it rODCAet cMi«aoP, 
end tn db Tttheot nertof aoO the gneleet nbdntnnei. Trfbinf hot ex 
tnsae BOMrr ten prereet the r>{id tameee ef rcpp«lAlia 1 AadThen A nid 
COAntXrcf food bnd fbH imAtae t» he cnlttrAt^ eethlnc can be the enn 
Af KKti mb»j bet bed tunAAiu qal, T boAXtne. rimtinwi the ■ ' 


Ubdar tbe nttre A oiw eiiMB t, the pajolebea bed r u tt ed be ttJmoet halftit, 
ArTcrr°eertL Thfatr reen ■*«. oentr taelf the i«<Mo *we trrpt cirtr 
hr the itreetAeC brntoe reeetdad m fabtvT £>erilM thet pvtod, except m 
vheo aertbl btstne herpeeed, the xx9h«n bere been eredtaltr tn- 
q a e ihi a. 1 io not kMT that Qie tn u e ej e bet tae«i non ntK, lertn* {be 
laiC tae reerm, then dartoe the twentr Trccedlna AlihoQfh iMt of the ARMae 
if the neb re lOiejuAMOo. cad ta^nj imrw Abatn cf ear t et uieuta t, pt^ 
TcDea tkreocheet the frecter pert of the btt>cnUeBed pwbd. Seppadu 
theeeeotrr to ce;^ ptere. 1 eenaot eeblr OAj qdre bbnal nhsiento^^^ 
to axerntn^ at to step the Inoeea (d popebbae. See lor ttne. and tte 
do etab oea tn the text, Annv to laX Anoun erln In IMS, nfth Baport. ct 
auuA, f-UO-UL 

1 The OuuateeeecnptetB that ther Atm nnchi ta the dark rMnetliv thb 
liaMtantATtlebaf kMvbdcet aad that the etthnztee tamed by tbi beat te- 
fc^wad ^ OeAnyy|r»» Ti jrtA ,h HfAjtd ,'by tbbr dlA Q i teu cr Jancmee 


Ur (>blrooke medi tt avnounx The Condnee take Qm aradlam tetaw. 
the naijertmei cf Joew cad CoWnoka, and («Q It tT,DD 0 , 00 a Bepsrt, at 
AnprA,p. th ■ IL 

^ Onalrtte aCtak to the letsm caOtd far hr LoedTratabr, ta Itoi 
aBbOBfhtberatlBeh BO credit to OMraedtA. men eaaaarbaD atth e*^ — 
iBiiatnitA, bnea aiada. thay a^paar to hare arrM c' ' ~ ' 
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judges, that the people, among themselves, must have BOOK VI. 
settled the greatei number of theu- disputes, “ by modes chap vi 

pecuhar to their tribes or castes, oi by reference to their — 

ffooroos, or spiritual gmdes ,” that it "was the object, on the 
other hand, of Lord Comwalhs, to afford the means of a 
regulai judicial decision, m every case, to every inhabitant 
of the coimtry, “ without any impediment from the 
distance the complamant would have to travel for le- 
diess ,” an object so essential undoubtedly to goodness 
of government, that it is the prmcipal end of its m- 
stitution 

It soon appeared, howevei, that the pronsion made foi 
this important busmess was lU adapted to its end The 
tedious forms through which the judges had to travel, 
permitted them to decide so small a number of causes in 
a given portion of time , and the delay and uncertainty 
which attended a techmcal and intricate mode of pro- 
cedure, afforded so much encouragement to dishonest hti- 
gation, that the pace of decision fell prodigiously behind 
that of the multiplication of suits , and the path of jus- 
tice might, m some places, be regarded as completely 
blocked up 

A more melancholy exhibition of the weakness of the 
human nund, arising from the wretched nurture which it 
still receives, cannot easdy be discovered or conceived, 
than that which appears in the pioceeding we are next to 
relate 

To obviate the disproportion which was found to exist 
between the number of judicial decisions and the occasions 
for them, two rational expedients presented themselves 
One was to disencumber the Courts of every operation 
not essential to the ends of justice , by which means they 
might have been enabled to get through with a much 
greater number of causes If, even by the most expedi- 
tious mode of procedure, the Courts were unable to decide 
as many causes as weie brought to them, the case was 
plam the number of courts was too small for the busmess 


The population of Bengal and Bahar, according to Hamilton, is above thirty- 
six mUlions, and that of Benares three millions The population of Orissa is 
estimated by Stlrlinc at 1 296,000 eiclusivo of the hlU tribes, Tvhose numbers 
could not be ascertamed. — ^W 
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BOOK VL the gOTemment WBolTod on insUtntlng, irliaro ne oe w M T ’ 
OEAT TL the office of an wsriatant Jndgo on eitending the jon*- 
— . — diction of the native oommuBoonoii and on aHoTring a 

17BS. more eipedltioua mode of prooedoro in snma erf a em ail 
amount. “ Soboequent roporta," eaj the Select Oomnuttee 
of the House of Odnunonii, “ are not to ehow 

that the difficulty of keepl^ down the number of oasea, 
depending on the file, baa at all diminiahed or that the 
meana reaiorted to for that porpoee, hare been aa anooeae- 
ful aa waa expected And they quote a deipatoh, of a 
date ao late as Harob, 1813, m which the IhreotOT exprem 
themaelTes in the following extraordinary terma. Wo 
ahould be very eony that, ftom the aooomnlation of auoh 
arrears, there eho^d ever be room to raiae a question, 
whether it were better to leave the nativee to their own 
arbitrary ^nd precipHate tribunali, than to hirats their 
feelmgB simI h^fure thdr p r ope rty by an endian proora 
stination of th^ amte, under the pretoioe of more deli* 
borate Juatioe," 

Of the extent to which they are baraesed, and the evEs 
whioh so defeotive a ^>tem of judioatnie prodnoee, aozna 
oonoeptioc may be attained by the foEowing quotaticn 
from a report of one of the Jod^ of droniL ‘'The com- 
mitmeitte for breaohee of the peace, arising from boundary 
disputes, and other oonteets oonoe roiD g landed pi op er t y 
are ascribed to the greet, though unaTcadsble arrear of un- 
tried caosea pending in eome of the oourta sinoe by ne- 
ooasarQy protracting, for years, the decision of nuia, it 
frequently drove the nuton to deepab* and induced them 
tc nm the risk of jxutioe into their own b«n8ii, by 

MUing the ol^eoi in dispute, rather than tc await the 
tardy iaaoe of a prooeee, which threatened to exceed the 
probable duratkm of their own Hvea.” • 

The Oourt of Dlreotars appear inthat deapatohof theiia 
which has been recently quoted, to imagine that the ohdoe 
boa exduiivdy between the preeont instltutaan, of wUoh 
the evils are no anormoua, and the arbitrary *T>d precipitate 
eystem of the natavea. A sli^t degree tf reflection, 
exempt from the rhaeklra tied upon thH^ Tnhi 8«lTy irmjtfmi 
and authuriLy WMild point out to them another oourse, 

te Sr tt« tbem Oa im Bncrt, at RTO, p. a, M. 

• iMt 
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infinitely preferable to both Let them give to the peojilc BOOK VI 
distinct definitions of their nghta in an accurate code, and chap \ i 

give them courts of justice, i\luch vnll decide not precipi- 

tately, but catefullj’’ , free, however, from technical impc- 
diments, and theieforo quickly , and they will both enable 
their courts to inN estigate a greater number of causes , and 
will exceedingly reduce the number of suits 
It 18 the admirable effect of an excellent administra- 
tion of justice, that it prevents the x erj intention to com- 
mit injury, by making it certain to every one that 
injustice will bo disappointed of its aim Who would go 
mto court for a decision, aware that his cause was bad, if 
he knew that its merits would be accurately explored, and 
justice immediately awarded ? In this case, the minutest 
portion of benefit could not be expected from iniquitous 
htigation Iniqmtous htigation, therefore, would cease 
And after the 'deduction of suits mstituted or provoked 
for purposes of injustice, very few in comparison would 
remain. But the case is altogether different, when a man 
knows that it will bo months, or perhaps years before his 
injustice will come in turn for investigation , that even 
then, it is only ceremomes that are to be performed, for a 
considerable space of time, will the merits of the question 
remain unexplored , that the law is unwritten, arbitraiy 
and obscure , that the procedure is exceedingly diflBcult 
to follow without mistakes , and that on these mistakes, 
totally regardless of the ments of the question, the deci- 
sion may finally depend The advantages of mjustice, m 
a state of things hke this, are so very numerous, and the 
encouragement to unjust litigation so very great, that the 
multiphcation of smts may be regarded as a natural and 
unavoidable result 

No proposition, derived from pohtical expenence, may 
be rehed on more confidently than this That the multi- 
phcation of law-suits is a proof of the bad admmistration 
of justice that a perfect admimstration of justice would 
almost annihilate htigation and that the attempt to 
reduce it by any other means, such as that of expense, is 
to hold out encouragement to plunderers, and to deny 
protection of law to the honest and just 

When any great pubhc duty is to be performed, and the 
number of performers is found to be too small for the de- 
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BOOK YL ■nbomition of poijuiy prmotiaed for the most «trock«i 
CHAP Ti. purpose* ipe,’* mj the Select CommHiee, not mifre- 
— qaent in menj pert* of the country hot the Beog^ pro- 
vlnoee appoer to more than my other, ohai»fltori»d 
by them, 

Sir Henry Strmohey eayi, "SBnoe the year 1793, omnei 
of tH klnda are tnareaeed azui I thinV moot arimee are 
i dm inoreaalng Ibe pneent Inoreeae of arimee may, 
perhapt, be doabtfol bnt no one, I think, can deny th^ 
imme^taly after 1793, daring fire or bIz yean, It rrma 
movt manlfevt and rapid and that no oonaidanble dim! 
notion baa taken platA* 

The Judge of drcait in the Bareffly dhrjaicin, in 180C, 
wami the gOTemment againat enppoeing that the Uata 
trananiitted from the ooarta exhibit an aoonrate riew of 
the atate of dehoqueiwy becanae the oaaea are extremely 
namarooa vbi<dt are nerer brought before the magistratea^ 
from the negligence or oanubranoe of the pcdioe o ffl oe ra , 
and the areralon of the people to draw upon themaelrBa 
the burden of a proeeeuboo. Henoe it happena that the 
leaa aggrarated oaaea of robbery rdth thoM of theft and 
fraud, are frequently perpetrated, and no reoorda of them 
remain." Henoe the oaaee of homioide, which leeat admit 
of oonoealment, oeoapy the largeai ipaoe in the eriminal 
oaleudar The number of pcraona,* oontlmieB the Judge, 
• oonyicted of wilhil murder k certainly great. — Ihe mnr 
der of diUdrea, for the eake of thedr omameDta, ia, I aiu 
aony to ny common. 8o much ao, that I aubmit whe- 
ther it mjght not be adrlaable to atrike at the root of the 
eril, by taking away If poaaihle, the temptation to oommit 
the act I mean, adopting meaaurea to prerect children 
from wearing gold and aQrer omamenta For my own 
part, being oonrlnoed that, under the ezistiug lawa, we 
hare no other meaua of puttmg au end to the frequent 
perpetration of thia orima, I could wijh to aee the prao- 
tloe of adorning fhndran with raloable trinketa, altogether 
prohibited. He adda, A want of tendemeai and 
regard for life, ia rery general, I think, throughout the 
country* • 

In Sir Henry Straahiy*a paper of anawars to interrog a* 

« im a. ae. aiw*w to iniwrea*hrt*, naa Eieort, p. an. 

fiftk Beport, p. W%KB. 
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tones, from wLicli we have denved so much important BOOK YI 
information, he says, “Perjury has increased gieatly , and chap vi. 

IS mcreasing” * Li the leport of the circuit Judge of the — 

Patna division m 1802, it is stated, that “of the mmders 
charged (at his late jail delivery) only a few, and of the 
rohbenes no more than one, really happened The rest 
are merely fictitious cnmes, brought forward to harass an 
opposing htigant, or revenge a quarreh The cnminal 
court is the weapon of revenge, to which the natives 
of this province resort, on all occasions ilen of the 
first rank in society feel no compunction at mutually 
accusmg each othei of the most heinous ofiences, and 
supporting the prosecution with the most barefaced per- 
juries Nor does the detection of their falsehood create 
a blush ” * 

Such a prevalence of the higher crimes implies a com- 
plete dissolution of morals To this also, if it could remain 
doubtful, the same weight of testimonial evidence is ap- 
phed. Sir Henry Strachey says, “ The people are probably 
somewhat more hcentious than formerly Chicanery, 
subornation, fraud, and peijury, are certainly more com- 
mon Drunkenness, prostitution, mdecorum, profligacy of 
manners, must mcrease under a system which, although 
it professes to adrmmster the Moh^medan law, does not 
punish those immorahties ” 

In havmg lessened the quantity of direct oppression 
whicli supenors exercised, as a sort of right, over infe- 
nors, consisted, in the opimon of this judge, the whole 
of the benefit introduced by the English laws And this, 
again, he thought, was counterbalanced by the loss of that 
protection which the supenor was accustomed to yield 
to his dependants and by exposure to the still more 
dreadful scourge of dacoits, and other depredators and 
destroyers ® 

The Judge and magistrate of Burdwan, in his answer to 
interrogatones in 1802, says, I am sorry that of the moral 
character of the mhabitants, I cannot report favourably, 
or give it, as my opinion, that the British system has 
tended to improve either the Mohammedan or Hmdu 
moral chaiacter Certain it is, that much profligacy, vice, 
and depravity, are to be found amongst the higher class 
' Fifth Report, p 544 *Ib p 68 a n, p 527 
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BOOK Yl in * genenl neglect of datjr in petty roguenei, in a irant 
onip n. of rmpeotabOity in bdng destitnte of that energy and 
■ " — aotinty and t^t delioate •onalbflity to ohanujtei^ whioh 
not, ooght to obamotarlxe a polioe offloer In the dotiea of ids 
office, a darogih a hardly oooaped half an honr a day 
and he often beoomee negUgent, indolent, and, in the end, 
o o r mpL dabonec^ coneata m taUng bribes from 
poor people who haTe pet^ fbnjdarry smta, in oonninEg 
at the abeoonding of peraona mmmoned throngh him, in 
baTTi**^"g lyota with threata, or pretended oomplalnta, 
creating rexatlota delaya in eettling dispctea, or prevent- 
ing their being eettled, and ohiedy in daooiving the poor 
and Ignorant, with whom be has to deal. The avowed 
allowanoee of a poUoe darogah are not snffioiently liberal 
to render the office worthy the aooeptanoe of men who are 
fl± to perform the doty 

The aeoretaiy of govomment edya " The darogahs of 
polioe aeldom, if ever, poeacea any prencms instruction aa 
to the Batore and extent of their dntiea, nor any hahits of 
life oaloulated to enable them to perform thoae dnUea 
with effect A brahmin, a sirdar a moccoBhee, or even a 
mecdal aerrant. Is, eaoh in his tnm, a candidate for this 
■dtoation, of their fttneaa for which H b easy to judge. 
Their agency even In fnmlahing inform atKm, a dnty whloh 
reqcures no partfonlar exertions or capacity is totally in 
effeotuaL Happy however would it be, if the defeota 
already noticed were the greatest to be found in the 
character of the polioe darcgaha. The vloea, which render 
them a pest to the country are, their avarice, and addle- 
tkm to every apedes of ettortion.’' 

Ihe deaorlptian of the foDowlng -eoeDe of Iniquity In 
whloh the police agents are the prmdpal airtcn, is neoas- 
aary to convey a joat Idea of the atate of tbU branch of 
the government. He Judge of oiroait, m tbw Oalcntts 
dinaiQi) in ISIO, in a paper addreaeed to the Judge and 
m agis tr ate of the ^ah, aaya, ■ The practioe, so nefanona 
and so preralent, of extortii^ and fabricating confeaxians, 
reqoirea your meet aenoua attention. I remarked, with 
mnoh oonoem, that, in every case of daooity brought 

ntk S>pcrt,^UL 
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before me, tbe proof rested on a -vsTitten confession, given BOOK VI 
in evidence at the trial , and re^et to add, that all those chat vi. 
confessions heai the marks of fabrication In one of these - “ 

cases (No 7 of your calendai), a prisoner, who was per- 
fectly mnocent, confirmed before the magistmte, under 
the mfluence of improper means prenously made use of 
towards him, a confession before a police daiogah, which 
was proved on the trial to be false and which had, in 
fact, been extorted by mtmudation and violence An 
erroneous idea prevails, that a confession is the strongest 
proof of guilt. This false notion, perhaps, first gave use 
to the custom of fabncating them , and the practice 
appears to have inci eased, tiU it has become general and 
systematic It would be endless entering mto a detail of 
the different modes in which confessions are fabricated 
and proved The usual course appears to be the first, to 
apprehend as many people as capnce may dictate, and 
then to select from the number those mdividuals who are 
to confess, and determine on the purport of their confes- 
siona The prehmmanes bemg thus arranged the victims 
are made ovei to the subordinate ^ents or instniments 
of pohce, to be dealt with accordmg to circumstances , 
and the rest aie| discharged It sometimes happens that 
they meet with a man whom they are able to deceive, by 
assurances of immediate pardon, and false promises of 
futme favour and indulgence In such case, he is usually 
told, that by sigmng a paper, prepared by the buckshee 
for that purpose, or repeating before witnesses what he is 
instructed to say, he wiU not only escape hangmg, or, at 
least, perpetual imprisonment, but become one of the 
chosen of the pohce, and make his fortune as a goyendah 
that aU he has to do, is to pretend that he was concerned* 
m the dacoity, and say, that the gang was composed of 
particular mdividuals who are named to him, and leave 
the rest to the darogah. In short, the alternative is 
oftered him, either of makmg a finend or an enemy of the 
pohce , either of suffenng ignommious death through their 
power, or of raising himself to a post of honouiable ambi- 
tion and profit by their favour When these means fad, 
they have recourse to compulsion In this event, the pri- 
soners are taken out smgly, at mght , and subjected to 
eveiy species of maltreatment, tdl they consent to sub- 
VOL. V D D 
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BOOK TL with which he ifl regarded by thcee among whom ho Ihei, 
oLir TL t'haf withoTit ftome share of their good opinion, life itoelf 

beootne* a borden. In India, there is no moral oharaoter. 

Sympathy aod antipathy are distrfbnted by rdiglooa, not 
by moral judgment. If a man u of a eoialn oaate, and 
has oommitted do tranagreeaion of theae oeremooiea by 
which rehgLOus defilement or degradaticm ii inourred, he 
ezpeiiencee little change in the aentim writs of his ooim- 
Lryin^m^ oc aoooont of moial parity or poUation In 
employing the oatirea of India, the g u ra mni ait can, there* 
fore, nerer reokon upon good oandnot, except when it has 
made prorunon fbr the immediate detection and pnzdsh 
ment of the ofieoder 

The [Bxrnenesa of the natrrea to mendacity and p e o j or y 
rendea the eridenoe of jadlolal facta m to weak 

and dcrabtfol, as extremely to increase the diffiooltka of 
judicatioo. The intelligent Judge of CSrcnit, in the Ba- 
jaahahye dlrttion, In 1606 thus daMiribee the state of 
endenoe m the Indian eonrta. 'Erery day’s experlenoe^ 
and refieotlon on the natore of onr c ourts , and the mhwls 
and manners of the natlrea, serve to i nc re as e my donbia 
aboat oar capacity to dbocrrer trath among them. It 
appears to me, that there 0 a great deal of p e i j iiry, of 
many differeot ihadea, m [oar Jndlaial prooeedingB and 
that many oommoo ralea of eridenoe woold here be in- 
applicable and absurd. Eren the bcneat men, as well as 
the rogoes are perjured. The moet dio^Je, and the meet 
pannings flitkA, make iMerUons that are hioredible, or that 
are cartamly If the proeeontoi^ in cases of daoedty 

were always to be disbelieTed becanse there was pet j ury 
■oaroe a daooH would be eanrioted. By Qroas-examlnatian, 
you may draw an hanest witneas mto as many absurdities 
and oontradictiotLS aa yon please.’ It Is not easy to detect 
the persons who oome forwird 11 eye-witneeee e , in oases 
of daooity Their story Is all true — bat one pomt the 
Idectlty of the pezaoiiB whom they soonse snd how can 
yon dliooTOr whether this is true or false 1 finmA wit- 
neaeea are loquadcrat, some taoitnm ; some frigid, some 
OTBT lealoas some wOUng, some unwilling j some 
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some timid, some scrapiilous some come to give false 
evidence in fa\ oiu of a fnend or master , some to rum 
an enemy , and the signs of the different modes that 
disgmse tnith are so very equivocal, and often so unm- 
telhgible, that nothing can bo depended on There is not 
one ivitness in a dozen on whom you can rely for a purely 
true story It has very often happened, that a stoiy, 
which, by attending only to the plain diiect course of 
things, I behoved to be true, has, by examining into mat- 
ters appaiently connected in a voiy distant degieo with 
the case, turned out to bo entirely false I am afraid that 
the evidence of witnesses m our couits is, for the most 
part, an instrument in the hands of men and not an 
independent, untouched source of truth ” * 

“ In the course of tnals,” says Sir Henry Strachey, “ the 
guilty very often, according to the best of my observation 
escape conviction Sometimes, an atiocious robbery or 
murder is sworn to, and in all appearance clearly esta- 
bhshed by the evidence on the part of the prosecutors , but 
when we come to the defence, an altbi is set up , and though 
we are mchned to disbeheve it, if two or three witnesses 
swear constantly to such alihi, and elude every attempt to 
catch them m prevancation or contradiction, we are thrown 
mto doubt, and the pnsoners sscape Very frequently 
the witnesses on the part of the prosecution swear to facts 
in themselves utterly mcredible, for the purpose of fully 
convicting the accused when, if they had simply stated 
what they saw and knew their testimony would have 
been sufficient 

In another place he declares , “ A rich man can seldom 


> Fifth Report p 589 —M 

Very much that has been mistahen for falsehood and perjury by Enpllsh 
judges, has been little else than their own Ignorance — they have not rmder- 
Btood the character of the natives with whom they have had to deal — have 
made no allowance for the circumstances of their situation, and although not 
wholly unacquainted with the language, hove not understood it snfflciently to 
appreciate its phraseology The impatience, too, which is commonly charac- 
teristic of the Juvenile Indian judge, Is very unfavourable to the elicltment of 
truth from a native ivitness See, upon this subject, the remarks of Sir H 
Strachej , quoted in a subsequent page There Is also another source of ex- 
aggeration, if not of error, in these opinions of the Indian Judges, which has 
not been sufliciently adverted to their whole experience Is confined to India 
the> have no standard of comparison could they preside at the Old Ballej for 
a session, they would probably discover, that very much of that which they 
deprecate, is not peculiarly Indian, but characterises fraud and crime in au 
times and in all countries — ^W 

a^Fifth Report, p 661 
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book VL ototj body el»« doe« nunely the protootlon glren tbom 
CHAT TL by the ZemincUrB Bad polioe offioerB, »nd other poopb of 
■ power and Inflaenoe in the country Erory thing I Bee, 
17W uhJ jiaar and read on thla ealgoot, serves to oooThice mo 
of the truth of thli Bfatoment. ‘ 

Sir Henry Straohey as nsoal, reasoni with much intob 
ligenoe upon this eabjecL “ It ii extremely difficult," he 
nys, in his reply to the same toterrogatory I may I be- 
hsve, My it is not poodble to arrange an effectoal plan of 
fiTifi ocw^iermtian, among the higher ordon, for 
pnrpoaOB of polioe, or for any other porpoee "We have 
few large towns no aodebes eieroiaing or capable of ex 
eroWng nnmicipal anthor!^ 

There are no gentlamon, in whose bonoor and probity 
in whose spurt >nd aetlvi^ govemment can re p ose oonfi- 
denoe. There aris ta not, b et ween the occmmoc people and 
the rolen, a middle oidcc^ who &el a common Interest in 
the prosperity of the state who lore theor ocKinlrymen, 
who re spect thslr nil era, or are by them respected who 
either o^d, or If they ooold, woi^ even in s osse of the 
greatest axlgenoy e»rt theaselreB heartily and effeo- 
tnaUy each m his own sphere for the pnhlio gtxxL Both 
a set of men in the eoclety is here udIcdowil Qcrem* 
ment is nnahle to direct, or in any way to make dm the 
power of the imhTldnala composing the oonuntmity 
Henoe onr extreme Ignorsnoe of aH that pesMe onr 
complete inability to detect and apprehend ofTendorB to 
explain to the puhllo what we wish Bhcrold be kzMswn 
and persoade them what should be dona. Henoe the long 
oontinnanoe of enormoos sbnses wHhcmt Its being possible 
for gorermnoDt, or for the msgutrste, to prevent or to 
disoovtT them. 

It ahonld,” ho ssys In snothar plaeo, “be the study of 
gorenimentdn my opinfon, to form, if pcssJble, s body of 
gpntry such ss existaiiL nthnc onraiJarifla an. 
ordeii between the govemoTB snd the governed, to whom 
the one might look down, and the other might look up. 
At present, no soeh order exista. Most of the men who 
onoe poeseined rank and wealth, are gone to min. The 
men of property who do exist are, for Hie most part, such 
as have lately rieon That ti» migietrate maintain- 
net Mr mLp.aiT 
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tlie pence o\crn millinn or inoro of person-?, without tlic ])OOK 11 
help of a considenblc mnnbei whoso interest oi sense chap m 

of dnt\ ->hould induce them to w^sist him, is plainly ini- 

po’^siblc"* 1'"* 

The Judge of circuit m the Benares di\ ision, in 180S, 
descants with great warmth upon the same topic , the ex- 
treme difficult} of innuitaimng order in any country, with- 
out the assistance of a superior class of inhabitants incor- 
porated with the people, and possessing that influence 
which supenor propert} and education confer, oicr others 
deprned of those adxantages. “ In mamtaiiiing this 
opinion, I may,” ‘?a}6 he, “unless Igrcatl} deceno myself, 
appeal to the general pnclicc of almost all nations, ongi- 
nating, doubtless, in circumstances and feelings common 
to all mankind The natural mode of managing men is 
to employ the agency of those, wrhom, from the relation in 
which the} stand to them, they icgard with respect and 
confidence According!}, all go\crumcnts seem to have 
made the nuthont} of those native leaders the basis of 
their police, and any hired police establishment which 
they maintain nic not intended to supersede the natne 
police, but to supenutend, watch, and aid its efforts To 
take an example with which we arc all familiar In our 
own country wo all know what services the society contri- 
butes to its own protection We know how much vigour 
13 conferred on its police, h} the support which it receives 
from native geutr}', fiom respectable landholders, from the 
corporations in towns, and from substantial poisons of the 
middle classes in the villages We can foim some concep- 
tion of the mischief which would ensue, if that support 
should ho withdrawn, and an attempt made to compensate 
it by positive laws and artificial institutions ” 

Such IS the extreme difficulty of distributing justice to 
a people without the aid of the people themselves ' Such, 
at the same time, is the utter impracticability, under the 
present education, circumstances, and character, of the 
people of India, of deriving from them the aid which is 
required! Without a tolerable administration of jus- 
tice, however, which the people of India aie so far from 
enjoying, every man wiU acknowledge, that all attempts to 
improve either their ciicumstances or their character, 

< Fifth Ileport, ut aapra, p D61 
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PMUM bat fts to good monli, I am not aware, that, either 
by precept or example, w© arc capable of prodooing any 
effect whaterer Ibe rtoea and the crimes of the people 
proceed from their poTcr^ and ignorance And I do not 
conoeiTe they are likely to grow maoh ncher or wiser 
while the preaent state of things exiata. This aaaerUon, 
bowoTCT that the Tioea and cnmea of the people proceed 
from their poTerty and ignorance, I would wish to be un 
deraiood with llr^tatiooa. Where ooniiderable nnmbera 
are ooDeoted and associate together — especially if there 
happeia to be mnob inequality of rank ^thI forbme, — the 
moi^ of the people are wont the aame may be ob^rred 
reepeotmg each pereona as hare occaalon to attend ocr 
eat^enies they get mto bod habits It la not always, 
therefore, tSat, the people ere the wont whore they are 
the poof^ and most Ignorant neyerthelees, the asseHlon 
ia, in my i^imion, generally apeakin^ tnuu It Lb certain 
that where lobonr is amply rewarded, where all ean easily 
get employment, and where the poor are pitmded for the 
people lead indoatriooe and Tirtaons hree and it will be 
obeerred that m remote parts, where debauchery and db- 
lipatloQ are little known, very few except from neoeesity 
roaort to depredation on the pablia iloet, hot not 
daoedU begin their enl praobcee from neoeBoity A ryot, 
finding some diffiooby to eobalst, either from hla zmpm- 
denee or 01 fortune a peon, or other aerrant, Umng his 
plaea, and onable to pr oo nr e another a oooly no 

employment such pereona, of whom m thk populooa 
coimtry there are always many tboosanda, often take to 
stealing are oorrapied by Ticdcoa eompanlons dnnk 
Bpliita and are gradoahyled on, from Imponlty andhabits 
of Ldleneoi, to become daoodts, and depend on robbery 
al on e for anbsisteooe.* ’ Thla la an important potfage 
whleh will afford eridenoe foraomo mtereetiiig oonduaions 
in a aabseqnent page. 

We have now aaen the extent and dreadful nature of the 
ort the mefBoa^ of the remedies which have been ap- 
juied and the sort of entertained by thw fnnn- 

tionaries of goremmeot that better can be footti Ibat 
there u no impoaaibility however in establishing a good 
a dmint stratjon of justloe^evsn In anoh a state of things aa 

> nab p. S3S. 
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exists in India, we may infer without much danger of mis- 
take, or even of contradiction * If much of the difficulty 
has ansen from the dominion of Engbsh prejudices, and 
especially that deep-rooted prejudice, that English law is 
the standaid of perfection to which eveiythmg should be 
fitted, considerable progress towards improvement will be 
made, as soon as we have emancipated ouiselves from 
those prejudices 

In the first place, as the law, accordmg to what we have 
already seen, is in a state m which it is to a great degree 
incapable of performing the offices of law, and must le- 
mam almost wholly impotent, in a situation in which the 
deficiencies of law are not supplied by manners, let the 
law be reformed, and put into that state in which alone it 
IS adapted to answer the ends foi which it is intended 
Let the laws, whatever they may, for the secunty of exist- 
ing lights or the attainment of future advantages, be 
determined to be, receive what alone can bestow ujion 
them a fixed, or leal existence , let them all be expressed 
in a written form of words , words, as precise and accurate 
as it IS possible to make them, and let them be pubhshed 
m a book This is what is underatood by a code , without 


• That there as no frapossibllity, nor even raucli difficulty In appi) inp 
remed'es to the evil, even ivlicn at Its greatest height, lias been proved b) In- 
contestable authont\ , the records of the Government, -which shotr that tlic 
remedies -were nt hand i\ hen there was industry and skill to emploj tliem 
Vmongst the districts most notorious for dccoits , prior to 1820, had b«n tli it 
of Bnrdnan Inthatjoar Mi W B Bajlcyiias appointed magistrate In 
the foilon ing 3 ear, tiio Circuit Judge reported that gnng-robbcri liad bicomc 
nearly extinct in the district, and a reguiar sistera had been intr^uced, which 
promised fair to secure tiio co-operation of all parts of the communlt) In the 
detection and appieiiensioii of oflenders Upon being desired to explain tlio 
means b} wlilcli sucli a change had been so rapidl) cUcctcd, Mr Ba) I03 re- 
ported, tiie prineipal of them to have been — the co-operation of the i illagc 
ivatchiucn, secured bi rcwordingthcra foractivlt} .puni'lilng them for neglect 
protecting them against encroachments upon their Chakcmni lands — small 
apportionments of rent free land, b3 which their services were retained, and 
Inducing tlie headmen of the villages to subscribe more libomlii for the sup- 
port of the Cbowkccdars Tlic Munduls, -who were tlie principal fixed re«l- 
dents of each i illagc, and who, os Mr Bayley states, were icstcd by long 
usage wltli considerable local nuthorit3 and immnnitics,'nnd the Cliowkccdars 
under tliem, were tiio Uiief classes upon which he deemed ii requisite to call 
for particular assistance, both in furnishing information and nctiie aid in the 
Improi ement of the police ” Judicial letter to Bengal, 9th Xo\ IblJ laprrs 
relating to Police, from 1810 to 1819, printed for the House of Commons Tlie 
ciivumstaiiccs of Burdwan warrant the Inference tint it was not so much the 
diameter of the people, or the Inadequac} of the law , ns the inefiicicnci of tlic 
maglstrac) , w Iiicli led to the prevalence of dacoltyat particular times in tb_ 
low cr pros inccs of Bengal It was comparath eh rare In tlic upper pros Inst*, 
and was not, ns might be supposed from tiio remarks in *hc text, unlicrsal in 
the Compana 's territories — M 
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BOOK TL the noe* of the law the compUmte of the judge* and 
tmAr n, other faDotionariee m India abnodantlj dfawkiee. We 
■ ■ lc*m that the groat bod/ of the people are eidadod from 

1“M. the oourtB of law by mean* of the eipenae that oppree- 
ajon relgne, becaoee Uie people are unable to aue for re* 
drtaa that unlTeml enooungeuieut la glveii to one man 
to withhold from another what is hla duo, by the certainty 
of delay and the two ohannce, flnt of not being proeeou 
ted, and secondly of bafflmg the plaintiff by the unoer 
tsintie* of the law We also learn that a wide field of im 
pnnity ia enaured to erery specde* of crime, the meet atro- 
dnoa not excepted first, beoanse the people, upon whom 
the expense and trooblc^ anaing out of the dilatory and 
costly iirooeedingB of the ocorte, ^poae a burden greater 
than they are able to beai^ fly finm the duty of appearing 
aa wRneraea or proeeoatora agaiostdeUnqueota secondly 
beoaose delay produce* the frequent destruoijOD of eri* 
deuce and, together with the uncertalntle* of an unwrlt 
ten law and the compUoated oeremonie* of a lupenUtlous 
mode of prooedore, ajorda the greateei chance of escape. 
From the whole then of the*e e^ to which is in a great 
measure to be ascribed the dectrootire anarohy whloh ex 
ists under the gorernment of India from the whole, I 
say of that part of the msas of UUgation whioh grows out 
of the noQS of the law and tH the erils with whioh 
both are attended, the reform of the law that is, an 
aocurate coda, an adequate judjoial establiahment, and a 
rational mode of procedure, would effect a oompleie de- 
liveraijoe. 

No HtigaUon would then remain, to preTent the offec 
tual admlntstratloo of justloe, but that which would arise 
from the Ticea, inteDectual cr moral, of the people. Ibe 
number of difllcultie* being greaUy the power 

of ooping with them would be greatly inoreaeed. It is 
also an important oonstderation, how much the Tloes of 
the people depend upon the rioee of the laws, and bow ne- 
ooaaarUy the Tloea of the people dlmlTiUb, u the flrtaes of 
the laws are inareaaed. Of this no rn*u will doubt that 
the moat effectual step which can be by any gorern- 
ment to di Tnip la h the rioe* of the people ii, to tahe away 
from the laws erery imperfeotlon by whioh the Tioe*, to 
impart to them erery perfeotiou by which the rirtue*, of 
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the peo2)le ma^ lecoivo oncouragemout On n former BOOK TI 
occasion wo have heard Lord Cornwallis declare, that the cuap vr 

prosperity or decline of any iieoplo may always ho reforied • 

to the laws, as their source * To tho same copious foun- 
tain of all that is good, or all that is onJ, with still greater 
certamty may then vices and i irtues he traced 

The vices among tho jicoplo of India which tend most 
to enfcehle the arm of justice, are two , their proneuess 
to perjurj , and their perfidy as agents of police the one 
lendcring it extremely difficult to connet oftenders 
upon satisfactory evidence , the other shielding them 
from detection and apprehension One would think 
it was not an efiort heyond tho reach of the human 
mind to find remedies of considerahlc efficacy foi those 
diseases 

Fust, m legal d to perjury , the poweis with which go- 
vernment in this, as in other cases, is capable of actmg 
upon the human mind, are thioo , the power of mstruc- 
tion , the power of reward , and the power of pmush- 
ment 

On the subject of perjury, it appears, that the peo- 
jile stand pecuhaily in need of instruction Under 
the native systems, legal or rehgious, particularly the 
Hindu, peijury was treated as a very trifling and ve- 
rnal offence The most effectual measures should be 
adopted to make them clearly comprehend, that there is 
no crime upon which the present government looks with 
more abhonence , and that there is no quahty which will 
be employed as a more certam mark to distingmsh the ob- 
jects of its favour and disfavour Effectual modes of com- 
mumcatmg this knowledge would not be difficult to find 
It is observable, that wherever governments aie m earnest 
about the commumcation of any article of knowledge to 
the people, they seldom remam destitute of means They 
are seldom baffled, we see, m commumcatmg a complete 
knowledge of what they wish to be done by^the people, how 
compheated soever it may be, m making jiayment of taxes 
It would be easy m India, for example, to prmt upon the 
receipt of taxes, or any other paper of general distribution, 
a short and clear description of the crime of peijuiy , with 
a notification, in the most impressive terms possible, of 

1 Vide supra, p 473 
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BOOK VL otearrttionfl ire itfll to b® made. Aa orime® hire mnl- 
emiT n. tlplled, incroasing i«venty of poniihment liaa been tried 
and the multipllcition of anmea hi« not been diminiBhed. 

17 W, Beside the geneni eipenenoe and irgnmenti -whloh prcrre 
the ineffloioj of leTBro ponkhinents for the represaicin of 
orune, peooliar reseoni ippJ/ to the cue of India. Under 
the inflnnltioi -whioh diminteh the endantiarj foroe of 
•hnost ill Indiin testtmony the oues are oompsraUvelj 
few m which the guilty csn reoeire oo n viction on rery 
eituhuTiory erideaoe. The feelingB of no hnmioe judge 
win permit him to infliot a oni^ ptmiahment, lo^ u 
death, or anything ipprosdilng to death, whan the en 
denoe u not oomplete. Hie only altamitire is, to acquit 
the oooaeqnenoe is, that in a great proportion of oases, 
the gmlty eeoape *nd crime reoeiree that efiaotnal en- 
oouragement, which nnoertainty of punishment always 
a^onla.* For each a oombination of cironmstanoe® as 


Fttb Bapart,> fiA, MB, vlMn v« Sad Che AiQcFVtif rmlkW mssix, 
•ddnuU br L Stnebtr Kaq oo* W tM llonWwlxMjadcw, to Qm Oon 
W Wiia i rt ii Un ] ^ new4<t» l>ttt Ayut, IMS 
”I Bart Kfctti eatmt to* cttB&tka tf tte Oeort to mm rajnwlaDi vlft 
rwpeettotM pobeacod t« tA* operaCkn WtM taort facamta)* esma of 
dMattyi sad to «emaSa«tlaii oi Ob naaaax, wkj Q» a u r m»i e( (k* 


to Jaittea, na sot SMorTtne of — i tie 

■laaockM tt « oot c( tbe tr—tfca, to 1 iij|i it h Qb imiI asd nUflois 
prtadpk eC Of poopto. by dIfW» poritare li a tjij j tk —. Wr no too IfiMisnt 
of tfao B«ttM to utM jt mjedm wartifldal w liboal ImaliBat rat, W do 
pot naap ttiti d (b* opntiaD of oacb tr'WWuii.jia bj thalr alnda, cr t'brrr top. 
d r y TtQi mpoet t tbe frvnio «f Qw icelftT A« tx tlM lew I 

tobm tbo IdpiUeT' tod *"**>!■ ar y vren Iba inarUef of twt ■ar or o poBlili-' 
irarrt i, bfcaanllj Kkaovtod^d, u v«n u ttu lalsitleacf ponlib* 

iTan t. vluo otbn rimodtn might haro ban •aaa wflli ocrnl tOccL Wita 
to tnoaMof (ba w i an n' of air Im. x* hara befOra oar 

eyaa ■> adMilrabta namf la. hi IHa.aad aeals Is UOe, Otli trtudfisvBa 
aip a rf ai l to o roia ratoMT lor dacaliy B lu tm trW cod B hu attBUy 
wad. Ab n a tm pi W b a ta o a ac al Ta aaa mtaa dlraetly tn pefst, cr io«a 
falUt fctda. caa i tB c ina ptooC of tba af tb* imh to tba isd i J 

TraW M taeraM in aw hiuRj ef tbe alurfn al lav win arar bo min la- 
nrtad U. 

_ Aj pcmMiaaM li aja tsota aarara. Brtda- proef of tba ertma k r a q i tli 'td 
aad coDaaqacxflT paoportkaMtly (laatar sambv of atmlub Mctsa aonrta- 
t io a . Btaalaii ma twrar of ttw aarara imAm tbo orlmnalAra 

etrafil ta fxaid tfiiMt batar takaot and ta It Iwa ao twnAxn^ tT^tr . rmm, 
af tba peUea, m tba ccatrary tte jmmbar of efitetea ann- 
bMdadarO] of cuuoe, ba km than beJbro. Tbe daoofta oaw nard ■£« 
tbadaaranef annbo^ and cmrTktJoa byeemptAtn xaitamr Ttey 
'awd (ira xam kribaa, aadcatnltiaora mmrian. tf tlwy tMoebt ura ;ra- 
wtuB aarewary I and tba aMwa pJ owa vaoU be, that tM dillkahlw «f a^- 
prabndisaandecwTiettaAdBBcan »«iil lKraaja,Bi>d jmofk who bad baM 
ncM aad tmtarad raid WOl ba cmupeOad to parjara ttwmaelTaa tMt ttwy 
a)%bXBot ba mvi'daTd. 

■^af attbraapaet ta tfaaadaLlabfiaiioB of Qm Ian.aTa Mt tfaa tadraanor 
IntnMdTtUajjaaSipmrBiUmiiarr And tf tba lar ni ^a BUre 



RESULT OP CORNWALLIS’ JUDICIAL REFOR^IS. 


441 


tliat whicli India presents to the hand of the legislator, BOOK VI. 
the rational course of expedients would undoubtedly bo, chap vi 
to applj that lenity of punishment \Mth which alone it is ^ 
found that certainty can bo combined , to proscribe no 
pumshment which, upon strong iircsumptiou of guilt, the 
mmd of a man would ro\olt provisionally to appl} , to 
make use of no punishment the evil of which cannot be 
repaired, if the innocence of the prisonei should after- 
wards appear , and then to presenbo unsparing connction 
as often as the balance of probability inclines to the side 
of guilt 

That admirable instrument for the application of all 
sorts of reparable punishments, and not only of reparable 
pumshments, but what is infinitely better, of reformative 
punishments, punishments under the operation of wdiich 
the restoration to society of hardly any ofiender would be 
an object of despair the Panopticon penitentiary house, 
mvented and described by Mr IBentham, an organ of jus- 
tice so well adapted to the exigencies of every community, 
would, mth extraordinary advantage, apply itself to the 
extraordmary circumstances of Bengal Poi indmduals, 
under everj" species of guilt, and e\ery legal degree of 
suspicion, an appropnate place would be found in one of 
these important hospitals for the mind , and society would 
no longer be exposed to danger from any individual to 
whom probable evidence of a mischievous chaiactei at- 
tached.^ 

Under the existmg system, the penal contrivances 


severe, vonlcl it not be nccessarj" to extend their po^^cr still further! And 
arc we all fit persona to be Intrusted wltUdiscretionnrj poncr to inflict punish- 
ments -n lilch ore bj manj considered to be worse than death ? 

“ Persons who arc intrusted wdtli such powers onglit to be appointed from 
no other consideration whatever, but that of the fitness of tlio man for the 
place But I would ash, whether all our appointments have e>er been so 
filled ? And whether it is probable, from the nature of our service, that they 
ever will be ? AVe may all be Judges, learned and unlearned ” 

• The want of this important instrument of Judicature is felt, though nbt 
distmctly miderstood, by some of the Company’s Judges The answer to the 
interrogatories, hi 1802, fi-om the magistrates of the twentj -fonr pergnnnahs, 
says , “ A number of the convicts at this station are employed in repairing 
some of the public roads In the vicinity of Calcntta, ftc The number of 
guards reqmdte to superintend and watch the convicts, thus emploj ed, pre- 
vents our keeping so mimy of them to work, os we could wish, and as the 
preservation of their health seems to require The construction of a house of 
correction, in the vicinity of tliejail, where ail the convicts who are capable of 
work might be kept In constant la^ur, would remedy the evil, and appears 
to us to be a preferable mode ’ Fifth Keport, ut supra, p 553 
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ho deckrea, therefore, hi, th»l nuder the prceent sUt© of 
the knn md the govommont, the improTemont, either 
of the ciTDomstiDoee, or of the momli of the people 1* 
utterly hopeless aiHl that * fotHlamcntel ohuge most 
take place In these, the primary source* of good and ori], 
before any change take place In the streams they send 
forth. Neit to the direct operation of ameliorated laws 
upon the iuteUeotoal and moral obaraoter of the naiires, 
would be that dlffaslon of Engiubmen in the sodety 
by means of oolonuabon, &om which we have already 
soon that so many importajit oonaequeucee would hour ‘ 


BoUt Qu eOcUl davstDcati, wtakb I k*T« mM(«d m I wrst ml Qmtv U 
tntoroMtiam of ttrt^ tnrptntat^, ea tt (taw or dilmqnocT ts laola, •* bs 
SBfW, nd •a Kb In tb* «wk of • r««>X Itwxn todf*. la«t txi Um 

VTxU tea »M(v. Om vwk tonontj qiawd, <n tk* Folafeal Suw o< ladls. 
liy Alexsalt F T^l«f Emj — JL 

T^Mn ts, Ik) meb tltat b etmesdabl* In tliteD p t ^ w te d nJUrns- 

tta»l bvt,u U tbt CM taBllriotet H*bliT1ap,djflte)ltJt» dj u t tfaj j fd^ 
tbe rvlallTv naff^rtmaeo a( ot^eeU b oditelcvlAjH, nad tSt dSe^ of hriAuUt 
fBi in i fl tB IMKtvmtj (TTcrrKt*d. Tbct tte kwi thnld to axsprtlMOib* Biad 
pfveM, tiut trfbmb annUi to In pmortan t itM wm of tto people, wd 
tbjjjtette* »tB€M to e dfTitetoenbl ylAcwttteeldrtto thtoy BnmbcDiWbkS 
» pettea viildatotu. Bottvcoscl code oT im praularetr As lodety, 
vtteL UKe ttoi c< BrttMb IndM. Is )■ eosm ef remtt at cd ftredfcattl 
eSsDA Best wvte TVT maeb I to dne. ewy nva I to BOdea*. T bb 1> 
ttf3y>TijriBfto't trftoDMls TOoU to t« BiinplT tts duocto cF omf nd Js»- 
dee sdtusJitorod oixbaat fton «r dcttorttxn vO edtea tom mt to h# 
to^tedie. Tbe ptcTsttees cdpBiiBfy tites an r isJ cd tehis trto bcftirc dwra 
tui & tssr to di^imd if ss B cbc m dpUauotj ^ Us cnmlakbtT oe tbe tos 
of tkx-fUhnrec' rerdW lU to nnr* cttci cxoi la KqrprMtoBf a. Hin tb« 
ca (to CAOB «{leet«td(l) tie te to trtiad *t«o la U«aa, or ttot 
rtfet emted ■* cojufletta cT TmAni tKUiixBT tr^ r utit tf JasUct 
votld to rtrr ttlflilT prissd. Ttot tbe Jadjis Skrold b« qatnSad to tnwrprrt 
rridtscB by tm uiMj tWe Inrthmi a ea s -wbada «r* Irtn penlUriDodM ^ 
mnwinn tnd dceommt Is, no deobt, hbikJ/ todrtbls, sjkl he «iviis 
to etitfuJly die^oBed tn KdovM^ of birm^m sa^tie mil ef the prtiicfplt 
■id xnctlee of Snapcbdctor b tadoohtad] cT ciriaJ tasperUaca, tod 
Mte euuiM of trrrikif edodOD ta EOfleae maid dala^ the leeecci oT tehl 
cdtBC tts toaiCtB ta ladte tafal tbe besJtrof adspLidoti t i- tin -i" 
etTCUMtaaecs tod peaed aaar tod ttM tod BaeUBsttea aocikl to vtatliw to 
•e^mra ttot tuttraeta anratiatcHe vdb tto people vhkh tt le - t m waJ b 
atiaanp tateu^al to tbe tcjellu p tf pwltot Jado- That panoea Qhn 
dMhlp qaaOSed vdl to cod daetp ta aov •rmm Self 

doK« feid.in>-plaBtBrs, end sagar fi tf Ttr i tear then prtdaca ea tbelr enra 
UndB.»ooM ^arrdjto entteapeled hpw eathor »er» be able taotoems 

tbe cffbetBtotfmaarT^aBlptaerae tee all the ibbettWAi^Va- late le w* - 

■aeat. Tbe nnrerMoa oT the vbnle armp tato aabbrp potn, b projea 
aoCTary bksly teioeet tbs caaeanasM to miitaiyiMD cod dxM Tto knov 
torvbe troorO tn ladu era i Hb—ed to, vUJ oirHcht at tb* ootkn to 
ihstrttotlag tto b* a'ttk (tolr toOuTS cH orar the eaan&T aenirdlas te 
ikiltel orccobattai, -vpKh tboald cmktoe th«r i mrw. ta tbe mtonsto 
pjjtloiaTthtbclropertlloBjln body It Bar be cbo dootoad, Jftto f»ron». 
TDOOl-aU) to [p banrtasrKBiibatoewboletotbcpcpMlstuiMCU-dVaHa. 
Aod beta, ccatB cn bEpertaaee b aHached to the «itmtr.v u rfleeti to etio 
nbcttei, Ttiirh d b mte WW*«7 te irnttSL, will oerer to raeHied, ftr 
eaiortntaBWW^WTrTcaa take Hew. WKb ret«rd to fto w»P»l 
node to mbhlac crime, w« laixb dswkt tto cxpedlcDea to r cau tib exu 
PrtdMBtkry cci IbQfal, tJthoQfb It to Ibe taTttflai to Mr Bonttom. TVe 
QOMlBitrra to tto totoOeaeT to tto czbttBg bwjM to rrarcotaf sr poaiaiBw 
baltt dcawB frBB (he uaerttei to (to >d^ to Uocnbedibkl, ^ dscalO had 



RESULT OF COFNAYALLIS’ JUDICIAL REFOEMS 

Aftoi the ^o}ngc of Lord Corn'nallis to Madras, m 1793, 
ho did not return to Rcngal , but sailed foi England m the 
month of August To complete the view of his adminis- 
tration, the fmancial situation in which ho left the Com- 
pany’ IS nil that icinains to be described 

In the jeai ending Apiil 1793, the whole of the leceipts 
of the Company m India amounted to 8,225, 628f , and 
the whole of the expenses amounted to 7,007,050/ , the 
difiercncc is 1,218,578/ , the profit, or gam, which acciued 
to the Comjmny upon the transactions of that ^ ear In 
tlie receipts were included the subsidies from Indian 
Princes, and collections from the ceded and conqueied 
countries, to the amount of 1,91 1,492/ , and in the expenses 
were included the interest of debts in Indio, and the 
money supplied to Rencooleu and the othei distant settle- 
ments, amounting to 702,443/ The debts in India weie 
7,971,065/ Tlio debts in England, exclusive of the capital 
stock, were 10,983,518/ Tu the capital stock, another 
million had been added in 1789, which, subscribed at 174 
per cent, yielded 1,740,000/ The cajiital stock, on which 
was now paid a dividend of ten and a half pei cent, 
amounted to 5,000,000/' The fmancial lesults of this 
administration, when compaied with the financial results 
of that of Mr Hastings,® exhibit a deciease of the net 


not decreased In flio district under their Jarisdictlon In 1803, shows how 
dangerous It is to draw conclusions in a hurrj as the crime of dacolty has, 
ninca; 1803, indiiitclj decreased in tiiedhlslon of Moorshedabad The reinarics 
nhich arc made upon the relation of povertj and crime an, unquestionably 
rerfeeth Just and sound, but it mnj be doubced, If it is quite so easi ns It is 
assumed to be, to cnrlcli the body of tlio people If tlic discorcrj be as pal- 
pable as Is represented, It Is man oUoas that the old established governments 
of Europe bare not found it out, and it Is scarce!) fair to the newl) and 
anomalous!) -constituted "ovemment of India to expect that it should set the 
example At tlie same time the norelt) and peculinrit) of onr condition are 
farourable to progressiva improi ement, and In nothing is the test more to be 
reprehended than in the impression it tends to jiroduce, that uhich x\ns the 
' present state of tilings In 1808, nas never to receive amelioration The view 
nblch is taken of it is an estreme exaggeration of its defects, but it is the 
spirit of the British Indian Government to be perpetuall) reforming The re- 
forms are not alnn)^ Judicious— and they ore often mlscJilevous b) being pre- 
cipitate — b) being premature — time is not allowed to consolidate one project, 
before, on account of some uncssentml imperfections which would correct 
themselves, it is snept anay b) an cqnall) sliort-lived successor Still, how- 
ever, the tendenc) Is praisenorfh) and beneficial— and many changes have 
been made, and many more in progress, which are much more Bkel) than 
colonization to ameliorate the condition of the native population It is oniy 
necessary not to be Impatient— nor to force on exotic reforms out of season, if 
we nouid wish them to take root and live — Vf 

' See the accounts of tlie E I C for 1793, presented to parliament in 1794 
See al'o tlie Third and Fourth Reports of the Select Committee on India 
•affairs, in 1810, nith the accoutns In the Appendixes 
^ Vide supra, il 676 
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^ DISTORT OF BIUTISn INDIA 

“BOOK VL mirpluB, bat to oomptneata for this, the extiDotion of a 
toLkr Tt imnQ]l portion of debt. The finarolal etato of the Com- 

a* it appeared on the Ihoe of the acocfanta, ia thna a 

1783. little better in one roapoot, but worse in another and the 
point of deterioration more material, doabtlees, than that 
of improrement. Aa the goTemment of India, was, how 
erer now the government of the miniitry It wa» the 
intereat of the miniatry to praise it. In this particnlar 
they were, aooordjngiy by no means wanting to them- 
aelree. The inflaenoe of the ministry in pariiament has 
been almost always soffloient to make the praises bestowed 
by the ministry be aooepted in parliament as pnnoiples of 
b^ef and the InBoenoe of ministry and parliament was 
combined, to give them an asoendanoy over the belief of 
the nation at large 2Ir Dundaa, no ordinary master in 
the oidiqasarts of rohiig the minds of men, represented 
theae fLnsnelal results, as an object not only cf rejoicmg 
and triomph, bat even of astonishmeni. Be endearoriTed 
to pertoade, and saoceeded In persnacbog the pariiamecat 
and the oatioo, that India >iad fairly began to be, whai 
India woold oocUnne to be, a vast sooroe ol we^th to 
the nation, awarding a sorphis rev en oa, anffioient to enrioh 
the Bast lodm Oompsny and ooDtribate largely toward 
the malntenaaoe of the Bntuh government itself. Such 
were the atralni whioh year after year w er e Bang in the 
ears of the nation *^<1 dictated the legtslatire proceed- 
ings. In fact, however the Cavoanhls symptoma, inferior 
as they were to those exhibited in 1786, lasted for only a 
year or two. In 1797 a pcnnanent deficit began, and the 
rapid aociimnlafaan of debt exceeded all farmer example. 
The joy indeed, which was expressed upon the 
prospects of India, wherever it was real and not pretended, 
was founded from the beginning upon ignorinoe. large 
Bomi had been obtained from new-made conquests, •nd 
the charge to be inonrred for their govemment was not. 
y^wMftSiTWcitsL dnarge had 'dm© ^o swell 

to Hs natural, that la, its ntmost limi ts^ the d'ldi nis e- 
ments of the Inihan goveounent oatran its reompta. 
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